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INTRODUCTION* 



TsE subject of Street Bail ways has now had the opportunity of 

public ventilation in. the metropolis; through the medium of one of 

those local assemblies; whioh are said to represent, and which no 

doubt do, upon general principles, fairly represent the feelings and 

interests of the constituencies who have elected them. Mr. Gsobge 

PBAKcia Tbaut, believing.. honestly in .the value of his system of 

Street Eailways, .aa a means for relieving the almost impassable 

.^^ streets of London, from.. the obstructions which daily and hourly 

^"^ occur in them^by xeason of the enormous traffic carried on, has not 

V hesitated to. bnng his plans before most of the metropolitan local 

^ boards, thereby adopting asecure means of obtaining a fair expression 

of public opinion. 

.^' A great contest may be said to have been fought, and' to have 
h; just terminated on the battle-field of Marylebone ; and altiiough, 
^ as it would appear, to the temporary advantage of antiquated 
nations, and to the maintenance of monopoly, still it is felt,, even by 
the most strenuous opponents of. Street Eailways, that their oppo- 
sition, though powerful, and based, as it has proved itself to be, on 
class interests only, must ultimately give way and fall before a great 
undertaking, which has been established for, and wiU result in, a 
bjenefit to the public at large. In. the course of the discussions 
which have taken place upon .this important question, the reader 
will no doubt be astonished to find, when the present age of civili- 
zation, iand of advancement in scientific discovery is taken into 
consideration, the large amount of narrow-minded prej^^dice, which 
was brought to bear against a measure, so manifestly calculated to 
improve, rather than depreciate, not only the streets, but even the 
property contained therein> through which the lines -cu^e proposed to 
pass. But has not similar opposition and equal hostility been 
invariably exhibited, with regard to all great plans for social regene- 
ration and improvement? — When gas was first proposed to be 
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introduced, were there npt to be found persons who, althongb pro* 
fessedlj^moying in the scientific circles of that day, became alarmed, 
and argued that its effect woiild be to blow up and destroy half 
London? — ^Then again, had we not the authority of that great 
scientific solon, Dr. Labdker, for believing that it would be utterly 
impossible for a steam- ship to cross the Atlantic ? Were there not 
equal objections and fears raised, with regard to the improbability 
of any practical success being attained, with regard to our ordinary 
railways at the onset? and yet we see them in actual operation, 
running over thousands and thousands of miles, and contributing more 
than by any other means, to develop the natural and commercial 
resources of our country. Talk of Street Railways being a danger 
and a nuisance, and calculated to depreciate property ! Why at the 
very moment that the Marylebone Council were discussing this 
question, there was concurrently placed before the public, a scheme 
for constructing railways in mid-air, 150 f(get high, over the roofs of 
the houses of the Londoners, in order to relieve the traffic of the 
streets, by means of lattice-girder viaducts, the passengers to be 
raised and lowered, at intervals, by steam-lifts connected with iron- 
wrought towers, placed at stated distances. 

But the Marylebone Council have solemnly and seriously coii- 
sidered the question of Street Eailways, — considered it so far as 
they were able to do, although not quite impartially and inde- 
pendently, seeing the large amount of out* door pressure which had 
been brought to bear upon them. Literested parties, as it has been 
proved, were at the bottom of all the opposition. The London 
General Omnibus Company have, no doubt a very large capital at 
stake ; and, perhaps, they may, to a certain extent, be pardoned for 
doing what they could, to protect their capital £rom the inevitable 
destruction which will be sure to follow, so soon as the system of 
Street Bailways come into operation in the metropolis, on anything 
like an extended scale. Hence, it was their policy to incite the 
people of Marylebone to opposition. That cry, which was likely 
to be swallowed the best, by the incredulous, was adopted. To the 
nobility and resident gentry it was said, " Tour privacy will be 
interfered with, and your property will be depreciated 20, — ^aye, — 



even 50 per cent.., if these odioos Street Eailways are permitted;" to 
the trtdesman, '* All the gentry wQl be driven from your streets, 
and you will be rained ;" and to the general public, *' These tram- 
ways will be of the most dangerous charsecter, and your lives and 
limbs will be constantly in jeopardy." Scurrilous and anonymous 
placards^ which have been traced to a certain individual, known to 
be a paid agent, have been liberally distributed, and hole-and-corner 
meetings, represented to be public, were held in various places, all 
having for their object, to coerce and influence the representative 
body to reject Mr. Tninr's proposal Misrepresentation was at 
work, in every quarter, and on every hand, even to the extent of 
endeavouring to make the inhabitants of the Hue of route believe, that 
they were to have the nuisance b^ore their doors of a train of cars 
<irawn by a fiery, snorting monster, yclept a steam-eitfgine. AU 
this was enough, to make even a representative body of high and 
reputable standing like that of Marylebone, quail, and succumb to 
that which was pourtrayed to them as '' public opinion," although 
it was by no means proved that it was the '* public opinion" of the 
200,000 inhabitants of the district, over which the Yestry of Mary- 
lebone has control. 

One of the great charges against the Committee, and which 
also tended ix> objectitms against the adoption of their report in 
tdLVoxa of Mr. Tn^nr's proposals being accepted, was its indefinite 
character; whereas, it will be seen from the subjoined reports, that 
not only did the Committee, (forty-two in number), take great pains 
in considering the matter, but that the proposals made by Mr. Train 
were of the most definite and comprehensible, as well as liberal 
character. 

The subjoined was the original application of Mr. Tninr, made to 
the Yestry of Marylebone as to the introduction of his plan of 
Street Bailways : — ^ 

26, Great George Street, Westminster, 8.W. 
9th August, 1860. 
Gentlemen, 

Having introduced Street Hallways into this country at 
Birkenhead, obtained permission to do the same in Manchester and Bir- 
mingham, and being now negotiating with the authorities of Liverpool, 
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Dublin, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Aberdeen, I am desirous of further 
demonstrating the system bj a trial line in London. I hereby apply for 
permission to lay down a line firom the northern boundary of the parish, 
in the Finohley Road, along that road, the Wellington Road, Park Road, 
Upper Baker Street, York Place, Baker ^Street, east side of Portman 
Square, Edwards Street, Wigmore Street, h^th side of Gayendish Square, 
Gayendish Place, ^gent Street, to Oxford Street; returning by Oxford 
Street, Portman Street, west side of Portman Square, along; the line of 
Gloucester Street and Gloucester Place; a second return line to the 
boundary of the parish in Fincbley Road, and to join the route already 
named in Park Road. The whole to be done at my cost, in a way satis- 
factory to your Suryeyor. 

I shall be glad if you will fayour me with an opportunity of explaining 
fully the system adopted, and of submitting the drawings and models I 
have prepared. 

I will undertake to complete the whole in ten weeks from the time of 
1»reaking ground, and to haye no portion of the xoad open for longer 
than a fortnight; and whilst I know that the rails will present no 
obstruction to traffic, I am yet prepared farther to undertake to remoye 
them at my own expense, and re-instate the road in case of their preying 
to be a pubUo inconyenience. 

I haye the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Geoege Feancis Teadt. 
To the Vestry of the 

Parish of St. Marylebone. 

The Yestry resolved to refer this application to the "Metropolitan 
Subterranean Railway Committee " then sitting — ^for them to report 
to the Vestry thereon.* The following week the Committee held a 
special meeting; and, after mature deliberation, framed a report, 
which, however, could not be submitted to the Vestry until six 
weeks afterwards, in consequence of the adjournment of the Vestry 
having taken place ad interim for the annual vacation. / ' 



MARYLEBONE VESTRY MEETING, 



The day speciaiiy appointed for consideration of the report 
from the committee on Mr. Train's application, to lay down a 
street railway in certain portions of this parish — recommending the 
adoption of that gentleman's proposal, was, at the weekly meeting 
of the Kepresentative Council of the Parish of St. Marylebone, held 
at the Court House, Marylebone Lane, on Saturday, the 6th of 
October, 1860, — Mr. Churchwarden Cabu occupied ^e chair, and 
a lengthened and animated discussion ensued, arising, in a measure, 
out^of the unexpected arrival of a patented carriage, drawn by four 
horses, to the front entrance of the Court House, which was 
described as ** Cttetis's Patent Boad, Tram, and llailway Carriage," 
and a deputation from the London General Omnibus Company 
also in attendance. The members present on the occasion were — 
Captain Langley, the Kevs. L. Davies and J. H. Gumey, Dr. 
Eutherford, Professor Marks, Messrs. Overton, Hutchons, Braess, 
Thorpe, Frier, Chesterman, Botting, Jackson, J. S. W« Herring, 
E. Hodges, Gimson, Ghiffiths, J. P., Somers, D 'Manger, sen., 
D'Iffanger, jun.. Grange, Lane, W. Potter, T. Potter, Marshall, 
Hallandal, Sanders, Griffiths, Pritchard, Abrahams, Filmer, Kirkman, 
Barrett, Nicholay, Perry, Nodes, Pield, Freeth, Storey, Weston, 
Myers, Longman, Stower, Smith, Head, Temple, Watson, Mason, 
J. H. Cave, Webb, Cole, Hallam, Low, Guy, Xing, jun., Russell, 
and Barratt. 

After the minutes of the previous meeting had been read. 

The Chairman said, a deputation fix)m the directors of the London 
General Omnibus Company desired an interview with the Vestry, 
on the subject of street railways. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Grange, the deputation, consisting of 
Messrs. Law, Armani, and McNamara, directors, Mr. Wilkinson, 
solicitor, and Mr. Church, secretary, was introduced to the Vestry. 

Mr. W. E. Greenwell, the vestry clerk, then read a document, 
received from the deputation, as follows : — 

The London General Onmibtu Company, Limited, 

Office, 31, Moor gate Street, London, E.C, 
Srd October, 1860. 
Gentlemen, 

The attenHon of my directors has been called to a para^ 
praph which appeared in the Daily Telegraph of the Ist instant, wherein 
it is stated that a eommittee of the Vestry of Maiylebone have reported 
favorable on the proposal made by Mr. Train, of America, for laying 
down in some of the principal thoroughfares of that parish a street 
tramway for the purpose of running omnibuses thereon ; and that you 
purpose holding a ndl discussion of the subject at your meeting on 
Saturday next, ' 
• It win no doubt be in your reoollectiony that in the year 1857;8 an 
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application was made to Parliament and to the Vestry of Marylebone hj 
a company, promoted b^ the London General Omnibus Company, for 
sanction of a sebeme similar to that of Mr, Train, but in the character 
of the tramway, much less objectionable ; and that a deputation, con- 
sisting of some of the directors, the engineer, and solicitor of the 
company waited upon the Yestry on the subject to explain the scheme. 

At that time it was deemed expedient by the Yestry to oppose the 
scheme in Parliament tlurough their representative. Sir B. Hall, and 
also by deputation to the Chief Commissioner of Works. 

On that occasion Mr. Hodges, the chairman of the committee, both 
referred to and expressed a yery strong opinion before the Chief Com-* 
missioner, to the effect that tne scheme would be fraueht with the 
greatest danger to the liyes and limbs of the public, ana impede the 
public traffic 

After so strong an expression of opinion by your representatiye, and 
those of other metropoOtan parishes, my dlirectors did not think it 
desirable to press the project further upon the metropolitan yestries 
until yentilation of the subject by the public press, and the increasing 
necessity for some relief to the streets had matured tne consideration of it. 
They haye neyerthekss remained firm in their conyiotion of the j^rin- 
ciple of the scheme, and of the great economical advantages it is 
calculated to confer on the inhabitants and ratepayers of the metropolis. 
My directors have therefore seen, with mu<m siu^rise, l^e favorable 
reception now given to the proposals of Mr. Train, and that it is proposed 
to sanction the laying down of the tramway in the busy thorougnfaxe of 
Oxford Street, where the traffic far exceeds that of any part of the 
experimental line originally proposed by this company. 

My directors are confident that the Yestry will not knowingly commit 
an act of injustioe to any commercial enterprise, and that inasmuch as a 
yery considerable sum of mcaiej was expended by their company in 
advocating and promoting the plan of street railways, and as they were 
the first to apply to the Yestry of Mairylebone for sanction to introduce 
the system in that parish, they will not grant to another party, to the 
G;reat prejudice of tke intereste which my directors represent, tiiat privi- 
lege which they previously refused to the company under precisely 
the same circumstances. 

My directors have the greatest confidence in making this appeal to 
you, as they are in a position, and are quite prepared to enter upon ^e 
work as soon as the required sanction can be obtained from the Metro- 
politan Boards and Paniament. 

I am therefore to request that you will have the goodness to defer 
arriving at any decision on Mr. Train's application unlil my directors 
have an opportunity of submitting their plans, and that you will kindly 
give to this company that eonsideration which is in all eases admitted to 
be due to the first comer, especially when that party haye inourred 
considerable expenditure in the promotion of their views. 

I am further desired to say, that a deputation from this company will 
attend the meeting of the Yestry on Saturday next, in order to aoswer 
any enquiries that you may desire to make in reference to their com- 
munication. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
To the Members of the Yestry A. O. Chvbch, 

of the Parish, of Marylebone. Secretary. 
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Mr. WiLKiKsoN, one of tlie deputation, and solicitor of the London 
General Omnibus Company, in answer to the chairman, as to whether 
I the deputation desired to say anything in addition to their document 
just r^ by the vestry clerk, said ; I only wish. Sir, to address to 
the Yestry a few words in confirmation of what is set forth in the 
letter just read. The London General Omnibus Company, on a 
former occasion, as most of you are doubtless aware, sought to lay 
down a tramway in the New Road — ^it was in the year 1857-:— and 
at that time Mr. Ho^[^s and others of this Yestry warmly and suc- 
cessfully opposed tbe^^scheme ; and now seeing that the Yestry are 
to consider the subj^t upon a report from a committee, wherein 
they are recommended to give Mr. Train permission to carry out a 
similar scheme in the parish, the London General Omnibus Company 
are naturally, under the circumstances of the oase, very anxious 
that the Yestry shall not arrive at any decision for tiie present. If 
the Yestry has come to the conclusion, that a street railway is 
desirable, surely they wiU give us the opportunity, as the first in 
the field, to be heard upon the subject. Then, again, I may say, 
that the London General Omnibus Company, with a very large 
capital, honorably applied, have faithfully endeavoured to accom* 
modate the public witli a very extensive and desirable inter-com- 
munication in all parts of tke metropolis; that should give us 
another claim upon your consideration, as our interests are largely 
involved in the matter. However, we only ask for &ir play, to be 
heard in company with others, for the oonsideration of laying down 
street railways. 

Mr. Gbiffiths, J.P. : May I be allowed to ask, Mr. Chairman, if 
the London General Omnibus. Company are willing to lay down an 
experimental line in the parish, the same as that proposed by Mr« 
Train? 

Mr. WiLKisrsoN : I understand this, if the Board will sanction 
street railways, the London G^eral Omnibus Company will be pre- 
pared to undertake it. 

Mr. GniPFiTHs: "Will you lay down any portion at your own 
expense and risk on >trial r 

Mr. WiLxiKsoir : Yes, certainly. I ask if your Board is prepared 
to sanction it; and if so, we shall be ready to undertake it. ^ 

In answer to several Yestrymen, Mr. WiLXivsoir said : We are 
ready to do with our plan the same as Mr. Train has proposed to do 
with his. 

Mr» NicHoxAY : As I understand, Mr. Wilkinson, you desire ta 
do the same as Mr. Train has proposed to do, providing your plan 
is preferred to his ? 

Mr. WiLKiNsoir : I do not ask that we shall be entitled to 
preference, but simply to the same consideration. 

Mr. Wm. Poitbb : Is this plan of yours, Mr. Wilkinson, the 
same as Mr. Train's, or has Mr. Train made any improvement ? 

Mr. WiLxii^soir : I consider that the plan of Mr. Train is one of 
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his own, on a similar principle to that of onrs. Our former plan 
will include all the scientific improvements possible. 

Mr. J. S. W. Hebbino: Am I to understand, that in consequence 
of your applying to this Board in 1867 and 1858, that you feel you 
are entitled and desire to have a similar privilege accorded you as 
that recommended, with regard to Mr. Train, by the committee 
of this Vestry ? 

Mr. WiLznrsoN : Exactly so, Sir. 

Mr. PssBTH : But, why does not the London General Omnibus 
Company try their plan in another parish, and then we shall be 
able to see which is the best. We have only a power, as you of 
course know, in Marylebone; and whether it is to be extended by 
Mr. Train beyond that is out of our control ? 

Mr. WmoNsoir : Certainly not. We object to undertake a 
competition of that sort. There is a question, whether it is not 
necessary to have an Act of Parliament, as it is necessary of course 
that there should be a continuous rail out of as well as in this 
parish, if it is to be applied as a public convenience. 

The Chaibmav : As I understand, you applied in 1857 to Par- 
liament, and not to this Vestry, for permission to lay a tramway in 
the Marylebone Eoad ? 

Mr. WiLKiKsoN : Oh yes. Sir, the company applied to the 
Vestry and Parliameilt. 

The Chaibman : As an experienced lawyer, do you think that 
this Vestry has the power, without an Act of Parliament, to grant 
this system of street conveyance ? • ' ' 

Mr. Wilkinson : You have your own legal adviser. 

The Chaibman : Yes, but what in reality is your opinion, as the 
solicitor of the company^ in making this application to us, to-day ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Well, my opinion is, that if we get the consent 
of the Vestry, we shall still be obliged to go to Pdrliament. 

Mr. WiNGPiBLD : I believe you applied for a double line on the 
occasion to which you refer ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Yes, Sir ; I believe so. 

Mr. J. 8. W. Hebbing : Supposing the Vestry gave you per- ^ 
mission to lay down a line of tramway at your own cost, would you 
then CQpvey passengers from the end of the tramway in your 
omnibuses to other parts of London where the tram is not laid down? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Yes, 1 suppose so ; certainly. 

In answer to Mr. Bowing and others, Mr. Wilkinson said he 
presumed no objection would^ be offered by the company for any 
other vehicle to drive on their tramway. 

Mr. E. HoDGBs : Do you propose. Sir, to lay down the same line 
of rail now as on the former occasion ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Yes, I suppose so ; but that is a question with 
the engineer. The plan then proposed by the company was simply 
a plate with a groove in it ; the plan we should now propose would 
be likely to be a more extended one. 
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*^ Mr. E. H0D6B8 : Have you a sectioii of that rail with you ? 

Mr. WiLKissov : No, Sir. 

Mr. E. HoDQES : You went to Barliament three years ago, and 
your plan was rejected on the second' reading ? 

Mr« WiLUKsoN : Tes, it was thrown out on the second reading, 
and opposed hy your then representative, now Lobd Llanoyeb. 

Mr. Field : Supposing your tramway to be laid down, and I with 
a carriage in front of you, going slowly, and you with one of your 
carriages desired to pass, how would you pass me ? 

Mr. WiuasBOv : I suppose I would have to wait until you got 
out of my way (laughter.) 

In answer to Mr. HEsaniiG, Mr. Wilkinson said the street rail- 
way in Erance, and also that in New York, were not Mr. Train^s. 

Mr. J. S. W. HBBBnre : Have you received any instructions from 
your engineer as to what your plan really is, and whether there is 
anything to prevent these carriages from getting off the trams ? 

Mr. WiLKiUBOix : That is resdly a question with the engineer. 

Mr. Feebth : Here is an official report, Mr. Wilkinson, which I 
should like to have your opinion upon, as I think it an important 
matter. I find, and it is to be presumed to be correct, that in one 
year in America, the safety of this system to travellers is exemplified 
by the fact, that of 34,000,000 who travelled during the year, only 
twelve were injured. Is that true in, your opinion? 
• Mr. WujaNsoN : I have no doubt it is corcect. 

Mr. Ebbbth : In respect to these street railways, a question is 
naturally raised, particularly in England, where the safety of 
human Hfe is properly the first consideration, whether accidents are 
more liable in this mode of travelling ? Now you perceive by this, 
which you think is * correct, that no system of travelling can be 
attended with fewer accidents. 

. The pHAiBMAir : Can you tell us how many have travelled by the 
London General Omnibus Company, and how many have been 
injured out of the number in the course of a year ? 
. Mr. . WiLKnrsoN : No, Sir; Mr. Church perhaps can answer that 
(question. 

Mr. Chitbch, secretary of the London General Omnibus Company : 
Thirty -eight millions of persons have travelled by our omnibuses 
in that period, and out of which twelve were injured. 

Mr. Field : I must say, this interview is conducted at great 
length ; had it not better cease now ? 

At the desire of the meeting, the deputation then withdrew. 

The Ch AIRMAIL : I want an answer for the deputation. 

Mr. AiiEAHAHs : I propose, Mr. Chairman, to give an answer to 
these gentlemen of the deputation, such as they, as the repre- 
sentatives of the London General Omnibus Company deserve ; and 
before doing so, I wish to express my opinion, inasmuch as it is 
formed from my own observations and experience, in witnessing and 
riding on street railways. I may say, that I ought to be a pretty 
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good judge of Mr. Train's scheme, whicb, I contend to be a most 
excellent one, that ought at once to be adopted in this great 
metropoHB-^for I have seen the working of it in America — and the 
comfort and safety of the riding renders this system of street rail* 
ways highly desirable. The numerous accidents continually occurring 
in London, from street omnibuses, are almost obviated by the 
adoption of the system in America f and therefore, I take very .great 
pleasure in moving, that these gentlemen, of the London General 
Omnibus Company, not having laid any plans before this Yestry, 
thac their request be not complied with. (No, no!) They ask us 
to give them the same privilege, they suppose, we have given Mr. 
Train. And why do they ask it I It is easy to see why, and 
must be apparent enough to all who are £uniliar, as I am, to the 
monopolising tendencies of the *' London General." They simply 
come to us to-day, in my opinion, in order to delay for the purpose 
of endeavouring to bring the in^uence of their monopoly to bear in 
inducing the Yestry to reject the proposal of Mr. Train altogether. 
If the plan of the London General Omnibus Company is good (pre- 
suming of course they have any plan at all), we have other portiona- 
of the parish to enable those gentlemen to lay down their plan, and 
then we shall be able to see which is the best — their's or Mr. 
Train's. 

This resolution was not seconded, whereupon-— 

Mr. N1CHOLA.Y said : Mr. Chairman, we have only one duty to 
perform, and that is to watch over the interests of our fellow rate- 
payers — (hear, hear) — and in order to do that, we want to see which 
is the best plan ; and therefore I move, that the answer to be given 
to the deputation, be this — that the Yestry has not come to any 
decision on the subject; and when they do so, the application of the 
London General Omnibus Company will be considered. (Hear, hear.) 
This resolution was seconded and carried nrnn con, and the deputation 
was then called before the meeting, and duly informed of their 
decision. 

Mr. W. £. Gbebhwell said there wa»another appUoation, and read 
from a document as follows : — 

1, Cr9wn Court, Old Broad Sireei, 

lAmdtm,E.C, 

Ottober Uh, I860. 
Sir, 

I request to be permitted to lay before the Yestry of 
Marylebone plans of mj patent tramway carriage, also of the tramway 
and rail upon which tms carriage will work. 

On Saturday I purpose exhibiting to the Yestry the original carriage, 
which has been at work for some tmie upon the railway along the lino of 
Bocks at Liver^l, 

The peculiarity of my system is. that the carriages, by means of 
moveable flanges applied to the wheels, are adapted to run both on the 
rail and common road, and are transferred from the rail to the road and 
vice ver$a at any moment with perfect facility, at the will of the driver f 
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end when upon the rail, the oarriages are as safe as an ordinarjr 
railway carriage. 

The ohject of my invention is to overcome the ohjection to the necessity 
of the *^ right of way," which must be acceded to in other mode of 
railway locomotion (and which is especially necessary in the American 
system advocated by Mr. Train). The conveyance keeps the rails as 
long as there is no obstacle to their progress, but should an obstacle 
occur, it is avoided with as much facility as by carriages working along 
the granite trams laid along many of the ordinary streets of the 
metropolis. This line of trams vml suffice for two lines of traffic, 
excepting where the traffic is very great. 

I do not recommend that trams be laid down in the crowded streets, 
as Oxford Street— but I advise the rails to be laid along the suburban 
roads ; and when the carriages reach the crowded streets, they should be 
converted into ordinary omnibuses, and thus circulate with the ordinary 
traffic of the streets. 

The rails, I purpose using, are similar in construction to those used in 
France, which are perfectly adapted for the tramway carriages, without 
the slightest chance of interfering with the ordinary traffic of the road. 

At Liverpool, the " Enterprise was at work with perfect success in May 
and June of last year, and other oarriages on the same principle are daily 
at work along the same line and crowded streets of that toym, without 
imperiling or being impeded either with the railway and the ordinaiy 
traffic of the street, rassengers, carriages, and horses cross the rails 
at any angle with perfect facility and safety. 

With the permission of the Commissioners of the Metropolitan Roads, 
I am about laying down trams along the Liverpool Road, Islington, in 
order that the Commissioners and the public may be satisfied of the 
desirableness of the system as applied to the roads of the metropolis; and 
where the line is carried out and approved, I shall be prepared to lay 
down trams throughout those roads and streets of the parish of Mary- 
lebone, which, upon consideration and in conference with the Yestry, 
may be decided upon. 

1 have to request, therefore, that the Vestry will adjourn the con- 
sideration of Mr. Train's proposals until the experiment dt Islington is 
completed : the rails are on the ground, and within a month from this 
date I have reasons to believe that the line will be at work. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
To W, E. Geeenwell, Esq. ' W. J. Cubti^. 

At the unanimous desire of the meeting, the. foregoing communi- 
cation was directed to be acknowledged. 

Mr. "W. E. Gheeitwell : I have another communication upon the 
subject; perhaps the gentlemen would like to hear it. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) He then read as follows : — 

Ot^ce qf West Middletex Water Works, 

\9, Marylebone Road, W, 

October 6th, 1860. 
Dear Sir, 

The attention of the directors of this ooppany having 
been called to the subject of the street railways, which has to he 
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brongHt under the- oonaderatioix of the Yestry of St. Marylebone act 
ISatiunday next, I am directed to intimate, thafc in the opinion o£ this 
Board snch street railwc^s may interfere yery. materiallT.. with the 
re|»irB, alterations) and other necessary works oonnecteds with, the 
company's mains and the wipply of water to the houses on the line of 
road; and also that in the «yent of accidents by the bursting of pipes, or 
from other causes which will sometimes ocemr, it appears probable that the 
traffic on the line must be entirely stopped during the repairs, &a . Thei 
directors therefore hope that these important contingencies » will be duly 
considered by the Yestry. 

I remain,: Dear Sir, 

Yours trnlyy 
To-.W. Ik Gkbbnwell, Esq., W. H. Wnnfwar, 

Yestry Clerk, &o., Secretary. 

^ Maiylebone, ; " ^ 

l£r. W. E. Gaiosifi^:. An engineer of a gas company has 
waited upon me oa4hA same subject, wishing to know what inter- 
ference tramways would be likely to make witii the company's 
pipes* 

BrofessoP' Hasjss widwd' to know why Mr^* Gurtb should be 
dealt with difEbrently to the London General Omnibus Company. 
He was induced to ask the question, because Mr; Curtis was 
present and not heard, as the company were. 

Mr* W. E. Gbxenwsll: Because the. London General Omnibud 
Company, was represented by a deputation, and Mr. Curtis simply 
made a communication. He next read the following report of the 
committee :— 

^' The committee^ having considered the application referred to 
them from Mr. George Francis Train, dated the 9th August, for 
permissibn to lay down a street railway in the following places in 
this parish, recommend that the same be acceded to, and such per- 
mission be given, subject to the following, conditions :r-The line to 
be laid down from the northern boundary, of. the parish in the 
Finchley Road, along that road, the- Wellington Eoad, Park Eoad, 
Upper Baker Street, York Place, Baker Street, east side of Portman 
Square, Edwards Street, Wigmore Street, north side of Cavendish 
Square, Cavendish Place, Eegent Street, to Oxford Street, returning 
by Oxford Street, Portman Street, west side of Portman Square, 
along the line of Gloucester Place and Gloucester Street, to join the 
route already named in the Park Eoad, and a second return line to 
the boundary of the parish in the Finchley Eoad. The whole of 
the works to be done at the cost of Mr. Train, to the satisfaction of 
the surveyor to the Yestry. Mr. Train to complete the works in 
ten weeks from the time of breaking the ground, and to have no 
portion of the road open for longer than a- fortnight. Mr. Train, 
previous to the commencement of the works, to give security, 
satisfactory to the Yestry, to remove the rails at his own expense, 
and to Reinstate the road in ease the Yestry should at any time 
require him to do so." 
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' Mr. £. HoDGBs, in rising to move the adoption of the report, said : 
•—I am very much a&aid, Sir, from the spirit of opposition so nn- 
expectedly man^csted against this plan of Mr. Train, that it «rill 
not pass so easily as I first imagined, and as it passed in the com- 
mittee ; hut, Sir, I trust upon a rail, ^ee, and fair discussion of 
the terms of that report, thi^, if it does not pass unanimously as the 
committee may consider they had a- right to expect, it will at least 
pass hy a majority of this Board (Hear.) Referring to what has 
Mien from the representations of the London General Omnihus 
Company, which would seem to imply, that I am inconsistent in 
moving the adoption of this report, sdlow me then, hefore going into 
the matter, as having expressed myself in opposition to the plan set 
forth by the London General Omnibus Company in 1858, and being 
with Lord John Manners at that time adverse to such a scheme, to ex- 
plain away any seeming inconsistency on my part, by now recommend- 
ing this system to be tried in this parish. I deny the inconsistency 
urged against me; it should be borne in mind> the two* plans are 
totally difierent The Omnibus* Company proposed to go> to Parlia- ' 
ment for compulsory powers, whilst Mr. Train does nothing of the 
kind ; he simply asks, permission to lay down a tramway, as an ex- 
periment, which would not really pledge the Vestry te anything. 
That is really all the report recommends, although Mr. Wilkinson, the 
solicitor of the company, seems to infer it is more than that, and 
therefore he is in error about oub having recommended the privilege 
and approval of this- Vestry to Mr. Train's system, for I apprehend that 
recommending the Vestry to permit Mr. Train to try the experiment 
in this pari^, is not absolutely approving it, and wTiere then is the 
inconsistency in my opinion on this subject ? I think you will find 
that the rail or metal laid down by Mr. Train, is different to that 
formerly proposed by the eompany ; and Mr. Train, I maintain, is 
most reasonable and straightforwaid in his request; he only asks 
you to be allowed to lay down this line, and wHl give a material 
fljuarantee to the Vestry — (Hear, hear) that his. surveyor shall take 
up the line again entirely at bis own- expense, if not approved of ; 
and it was entirely on that ground that the committee gave their 
consent. But I do not consider that the recommendation of the 
committee is committing that body at all to the plan of Mr. Train, 
in preference to any other or better plan to- be proposed, that may 
appear of a good and satisfactory character. At the same time, I 
feel there is no comparison between that of the monopolizing com- 
pany and that of Mr. Train's plan. — (Hear, hear.) I find that it 
is stated, in some public papers, that I witnessed the inauguration 
of the Birkenhead street railway. I certainly have been to 
- Birkenhead, and witnessed with some satisfaction the operation of 
Mr. Train's plan. I shall not give my opinion, but I must say, 
in justice to Mr. Train, that I have heard the opinions of several 
emment engineers from Liverpool, Manchester, &c., and from sueh 
men as Mr. Dargan, of Dublin, who founded the Crystal Palace 
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these gentlemen in favour of it, I cannot conceive why it should 
not be advantageous and beneficial to this parish. — (Loud cries 
of hear, hear.) I had an opportunity of riding in the carriages 
more than once, and am, therefore, in a position to give you a 
description of them. The ensriage (of which there is an «xact 
model on the table) wdghs two tons, and carries sixty passengers, 
as you might have been informed. It is exceedingly spacious and 
comfortable — ^far exceeding that of our ordinaiy omnibuses — and I 
believe it is contemplated that there shall be a stage on the 
roof, for outside passengers. I found the rail itself was six inches 
wide ; but the flange projects about 9-16ths of an inch, or rather 
more than Jialf an ioikf above the level of the road, and the 
gauge is five feet aod ••kalf I found that the horses and wheels 
pass over the line wi& ptrfect ease; vehicles passed without the 
least difficulty over Uie rails at Birkezihead, and heavily laden carts 
availed themselves' of the tnunway. I am told, by the projectors of 
the railway, that it is a very great accommodation to the public 
altogether, as they wiU travel at irix or even eight milee an hour, 
and will produce much less noise and dust in the streets. — (Hear, 
hear.) Kow, it appears to me, that all the board is to see, is 
first, that the parish is to be recouped for any loss that may 
be sustained in the carrying out of the plan; and secondly, to 
see that the inhabitants of streets ihrough which the line is to pass 
are consulted. The subject, I believe, has been pretty generally 
published in the public press; and I would say, that if any remon^ 
strance is made by the ratepayers, that the Yestry will take their 
complaints into consideration, and no doubt they will receive the 
Vestry's best consideration. I therefore feel great pleasure in moving 
the adoption of the report, which only asks the board to give tiiis 
gentleman, and those in concert with him, the opportunity of carrying 
out this experiment. — (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. GsiFFiiHs, J. P., seconded the adoption of the report. . 
Mr. FiLMEB felt it to be his duty to move an amendment to this 
resolution, because he considered the Yestry would be premature 
to come to a decision on the subject, especially after hearing the 
two communications they had received that day. — (Hear, hear.) 
He was not opposed to the scheme, but he believed it to be most 
unwise to adopt a resolution giving permission to Mr. Train to 
break up four miles of their streets and roads, without, at least, 
some ^ther evidence of the certainty of the plan answering. — 
(Hear, hear.) 'Without at aU going into the legal matter of this 
question, as raised by the chairman and Mr. WilMnson, he thought 
the mildest way of opposing the present adoption of the report to ^ 
be, by moving the following amendment : — " That this Yestry does 
not consider it expedient at present to give permission for a line of 
street railway to be laid down on the proposed route, and that the 
further consideration of the matter be postponed until after the 
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opening of the projected railway in Yiotoria Street, Westminster." 
He (Mr. Filmer) wished it to be distinctly understood, that if it 
could be shown to him to be a public good, he certainly would not 
*^oppose it; and he simply moved that amendment, in order that they 
may have time to find out the fact as to that, by practical demon- 
stration; and surely it was not unxeasonable to ask that meeting 
to wait the result of the Victoria Street experiment, which he had 
understood would be completed in the course of a few weeks. 

Mr. HuTGHONS seconded the amendment, to prerent if possible 
that Yestry committing themfielves. He considered this proposed 
scheme of Mr. Train would be of great damage to the property 
throughout the rauU it was to pass, and that the inhabitants along 
the Ime would object to it as a jomMifsth' particularly those in 
Gloucester Place. Besides, he very maeli-fdoidited the power of 
the Yestry to grant the use of the publio»ilh«n9«ghfares for such an 
exclusive purpose, without an Act of FarliiEuiiciat^ and Mr. 'Wilkinson 
had told them to day, that if he got the consent of this Yestry, he 
would be obliged to apply to ParliameBt afterwards. Mr. Train 
ought not to be allowed to do just as he pleased with their thorough- 
fares; and he believed^ if that gentleman attempted to carry out his 
plan, it was in the power of any single inhabitant to obtain an 
injunction to stop him*— ^Hear, liear.) 

Mr. Wiir0FiBLDi supported the amendmeut, because he thought 
improvements upon Mr. Train's plan might be brought forward. 

'Mr. Qbangb also supported the amendment, on the ground that 
street railways would . create a great public inconvenience, strongly 
objectionable to the crowded thoroughfares of the metropolisr He 
could not for a^ moment believe it would be made to anawer. It 
might answer in Paris or Kew York, where the streets were double 
the width, but he wae sure it would not here. 

Mr. KiOHOLAT woiQd neither support the amendment or xthe 
resolution, and he cduld not imagine how Mr. Hodges, an out-and- 
out free-trader and honest liberal generally in all his views> 
could have moved his resolution, in the face of the two applications 
laid before them that morning. He dwelt upon the fact, that 
other projects being before them, it was not dealing out even-handed 
justice to come to a decision without hearing the merits of all.-* 
(Applause.) He feared that if they adopted the report with such 
short knowledge, their ratepayers would be coming down upon 
them, considering, in the absence of a suitable explanation, 
their businesses were in danger. He thought, if instead of the 
amendment and resolution, a conunittee was again' appointed, each 
application would be fairly and thoroughly investigated, and then 
everything would be properly matured, and a safe decision arrived at. 
Street railway, in his mind, was likely to be an improvement. If 
it was a good thing, they could not be too early in the movement ; 
ajid if it was a bad one, they could not be too soon in their con- 
demnation (Hear, hear) ; and therefore, in the event of the amend- 
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ment being negatired, lie thought it would be advisable to more 
for a committee to thoroughly investigate all the plans proposed, 
and then, but not till then, would the question be properly brought 
before them. — (Applause.) 

Mr. BoTTiNG said, if they passed the report now before them, it 
would be in direct opposition to the one passed by that Vestry in 
1858. One of the great objections the committee then had against 
the proposed tramway of the London General Omnibus Company, 
for the New Eoad, was, that the streets of London were not of 
sufficient width to prevent tramways from being obstructed by 
private carriages and other vehicles. — (Hear.) That was raised as 
a great objection by Mr. Hodges; and to-day, when a similar 
scheme is proposed by Mr. Train, he says nothing about it. Here was 
Gloucester Place, as one of the thoroughfares chosen and sanctioned 
by Mr. Hodges, which was comparatively a narrow road to that of 
the New or Marylebone Road, and other thoroughfares. He pre- 
sumed the real cause of Mr. Hodges' changed opinion, in respect to 
this subject, arose out of his recent visit to Birkenhead, where, 
doubtless under the hospitable wing of Mr. Train, he had been 
well feasted and pretty generally well cared for. — (Roars ofi 
laughter, and hear, hear.) But let that be as it may, if tramways 
were to be introduced in London at all, he contended they ought in 
justice and common honesty to give those gentiemen who had been 
before them that morning every advantage.— (Oh, oh, and cries of 
*' "Why?") He maintained, it appeared, that Mr. Train, in coming 
before them with his application, was taking the honour of intro- 
ducing street railways out of those gentiemen's hands, for his own 
private benefit. — (Oh, oh, and laughter.) He concluded, by sincerely 
hoping that the report of Mr. Hodges would be referred back for 
further consideration, that all parties might have a fair hearing. — 
(Hear.) 

Mr. Fbeeth did not wish to pass a silent vote on this important 
subject ; and he thought an unwarrantable aspersion had been cast 
by Mr. Betting upon the character of Mr. Hodges, in insinuating 
that he had been bribed by Mr. Train, inasmuch as Mr. Hodges 
really had not been to Birkenhead, nor had been invited and sump- 
tuously fed, until after that report had been adopted by the Com- 
mittee. (Loud cries of hear, hear.) If this scheme of street 
railway was at all likely to be a benefit to mankind, and a gentieman 
(as Mr. Train had done) came honestiy and boldly forwai^d with a 
clear and explicit proposal to put it to the test, and that, too, entirely 
at his own risk and expense-r-then, he said, let us at once and with 
pleasure accept his generous proposal ; and if it proved to be desir- 
able, surely no member of this Vestry would for a moment stand in 
the way of aflPording the full benefit of it to mankind, so far as he was 
concerned. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Train simply asked to be permitted 
to try his railway as an experiment, under certain conditions, 
without asking for a single condition from this parish in return. 
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' He did not say, like the deputation from the London General 
Omnibus Company, that no other omnibuses shall run along the 
line of streets that they proposed to run. But he said, in effect, 
" Let my omnibuses run with yours, and let the public judge for 
themselves which is the best." (Hear, hear, and applause.) The 
fact alone, that of thirty-four millions of persons who had travelled 
in one year on these street railways in America, but twelve persons 
had been injured (admitted to be possible by the deputation) was 
sufficient to speak for itself, at least as to its safety. He (Mr. 
ib'reeth) had no interest, no project in the support of this scheme of 
Mr. Train's; and called upon the meeting not, at all e rents, to 
reject Mr. Nicholay's proposal, even if they declined to adopt the 
report. 

Professor Mabks thought some gentlemen rode the hobby horse 
of consistency too much, for it seemed^ to be an argument with 
some gentlemen of the present meeting, that what did not do in 
1857 or 1858 should not do in 1860 ; and, therefore, without suffi- 
cient justification to his mind, charged Mr. Hodges with inconsis- 
tency. (Hear, hear.) So far, then, he really sympathised with 
the object Mr. Hadges had in view ; namely, to allow Mr. Train 
to give them a practical demonstration of his plan ; and, he must say, 
he had a great deal more respect for the resolution than he had for 
the amendment. (Loud cries of hear, hear, and applause.) He 
would vote for Mr. Hodges' resolution at once, on the ground that 
eveiy attempt at improvement should be properly supported ; but 
he aid not think, in the absence of an Act of Parliament, which 
ought to be obtained for such a work, they were really justified to 
accept from an individual the guarantee required against any damage 
in 7,000 or 8,000 yards of road when the Government might interfere. 
He certainly supposed, when this question was first brought before 
them, that it was preparatory to going into Parliament. It appeared 
to him that that Vestry were now about to grant an Act which the 
Imperial Legislature had already refused to grant. He (the Pro- 
fessor) would like to join Mr. Hodges, and all other supporters of 
improvement, to carry out evei^thing possible for its promotion ; 
but he was not prepared to support the present movement without 
an Act of Parliament. 

Mr. D'Iffanoeh, jun., considered that what was true for Birken- 
head must certainly be lame for Marylebone. Fo Act of Parliament 
was required in Birkenhead. He was certainly of the belief that 
Mr. Train's plan of street transit must prevail; and as far as he 
alone was concerned, he should ardently desire that a more ex- 
tended tramway than that proposed be allowed to Mr. Train, to 
enable him to carry out his experiment, so sanguine was he (Mr. 
D'Iffanger) of its success. At the same time it might possibly be 
advisable not to rush into the matter at once, although he beheved 
— at present, at all events — ^that an Act of Parliament was totally 
unnecessary. 

c 2 



20 

Mr* Westoit said, the plan 'proposed by the London General 
Omnibus Company, two or three years ago, was entirely di£Eerent 
to th^ plan of Mr. Train. The company wanted to have the sole 
right then. But Mr. Train don't ask for exclusiveness with his 
tramway. It was, as he understood it, open to be used by any 
other yehicle. And then, again, Mr. Train proposed a guarantee, for 
any damage in the matter, in sovereigns. So he (Mr. Weston) 
thought iSie parish had no need to fear there was any difficulty 
whatever in respect to that. 

The Reverend J. H. Gitbnbt warmly objected to laying down 
street railways. They had been told by the movers of this Ameri- 
can scheme that it was only asking the Yestry for permission to 
make an experiment. Experiments might be very prudent or 
they might be very rash, and the good that may result from ex- 
periments be very small or very large, or productive of very little 
evil, or very great evil ; and therefore they had a right to be cfiurefol 
in the consideration even of granting experiments. Every one 
walking in London streets must be aware that the traffic was very 
large ; and if London was to 'be built again, no doubt all would 
agree with him, that it would be desirable to so constmcl it that 
lines of traffic should be laid out with sufficient width of streets- to 
better accommodate the enormous traffic ; but he was very sure that 
the roads through which it was proposed for this tramway to pass 
were not wide enough to prevent it &om becoming dangerous, and 
calculated to materially damage the property throughout the entire 
route. Marylebone Road was certainly not wide enough f and when 
he touched upon the inadequate widtii of Gloucester Place, he was 
speaking of his own neighbourhood ; and he must say, that this 
tramway would be a means of interfering, to a considerable degree, 
with his comfort. At the same time, he would cheerfully endea- 
vour to exclude his private interests for the sake of public interests, 
if it could be satisfactorily shown to him that this scheme would 
promote the public interest. (Hear, hear.) And he would ask 
them, if they could show him where the public interest would be 
consulted. He would, for his own argument, take Gloucester 
Place, where he resided, in which there were 112 houses, the 
rentals of which were not less than £18,000 perannimi; and be 
ventured to assert, that the introduction of this street railway 
would depreciate the property to a very considerable extent, as 
many of those who at present resided there would look for residences 
elsewhere. He was of opinion that his own house would be 
damaged to the extent of not less than 20 per cent., in consequence 
of the damage done thereby to his privacy. There were several 
views to be taken of this question. They had to consider how it 
would affect the rates of the parish by such depreciation of pro- 
perty. And from his impression there was another most important 
view ; it was, that in his belief there was not a street in the whole 
of London wide enough for it. Notwithstanding what had been 
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siaid, lie would ask tbem, t6 look at the danger atf ending «ueli 
monstrous carriages going along such a line of railway on whieh, 
he oould not help thinking, prudent people would object to travel. 
They had too little room as it was, and they would haye much less 
by those monstrous vehicles running up and down their streets. 
Mr. Hodges had been to Birkenhead to witness the inauguration 
there. (Hear, hear.) That gentleman* it appeared, had been well 
entertained at a very good dinner* and he (the reverend gentleman) 
had seen, from a Liverpool paper, that he was somewhat lion- 
ised by the promoters of this scheme; and, therefcare, he (the 
reverend gentleman) was of opinion, that all which could be said in 
favour of it Mr. Hodges was prepared to do; bat he (Mr. Guxney) 
did not know that he had really said anything that oould be posi- 
tively considered to be very greatly in its favour. He (Mr. Hodges) 
had told them they would be able to travel at the rate of six miles 
an hour. He (Mr. Gumey) saw no great improvement in that; 
for the gentlemen of the London General Omnibus Company were 
prepared to carry them at that speed. It was all nonsense to com- 
pare either the streets of London or the people of London to those 
of America. (Hear, hear,) The streets of this great metropolis 
WBre different to. all other streets The line of traffic running inces- 
santly through London streets was the greatest in the world« (Hear.) 
And he was told that the nuisances, the obstructions, the mud, 
and general bad condition permitted in the stxeets of Kew York, 
would not be tolerated one minute in London. The wanton care- 
lessness of life in America, it must be admitted by the whole 
civilised world, would be unreasonably compared to the saored- 
ness of life in England. (Hear, hear, and loud applause). He had 
had the pleasure, on one occasion, to entertain as a visitor the 
well-known Mrs. Beeeher Stowe; aod to illustrate the .difference in 
the value of life in England and America, he desired to allude to a 
circumstance that occurred on har visit to him. She complained 
that on a certain day she was at a great centnd station on one 
of the English railways, and she wanted to get to the opposite side 
of the rails, but the railway officials would not allow her to cross 
the line here like they did in America ; and she had to go down 
etairs, and through a tunnel, and up another stairs, in ordear simply 
to get to the otJ^er side. To which he replied : It was because 
human life was so sacred in this country. • But she said: Oh, they 
did not care for crossing railways in America. He thought that 
though street railways may not be considered dangerous in America; 
they may be estimated very differently in England. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. GoLB wished to know, of the surveyor, if in Gloucester Place 
there was sufficient room for five carriages abreast ? (A laugh.) 

Mr. Sci.CB, the surveyor, was understood to say there was not, 
exclusive of the foot pavi^ment. 

Mr. Cole then said he was exceedingly glad that this question 
was now being considered, for he was about renewing the lease of 



2.2 

his premises ; and that he should certainly not do if the appli miion 
of Mr. Train was granted, as he considered it would reduce its 
value not only to 20 per cent., as stated hy the Rev. Mr. Gumeyr 
but to at least 60 per cent. (Laughter.) As he believed Edwards 
Street and other thoroughfares woiQd be similarly injured, he sin- 
cerely hoped that this Vestry would not be influenced by the 
remarks of those gentlemen who were in favour of the project ; for 
he truly believed it to be no public improvement at all. (Renewed 
laughter, and hear, hear.) 

Mr. Hallam supported the resolution, and said, according to 
the arguments laid down by Mr. Gurney, they were to have no 
tramway at all in the metropolis, nor any improvement, because it 
happened to be American, or novel ; but they were to jog along in 
the bigotted, old-fashioned style of 200 years ago. (Hear, hear.) 
He {Mi, Hallam) then proceeded to say : — ^As far as I can see in the 
matter of street railways, I am firmly of the conviction that they caa 
be applied most successfully to the streets of this metropqlis, as experi- 
enced in their great success in American cities. If you reject this 
liberal proposed, the question is, who will int^duce the project 
again under the same circumstances ? Why, the very proposal itself^ 
Mr. Chairman, made to aiford this Vestry ocular demonstration of 
the scheme without calling upon us to underts^e the least responsi- 
bility in the matter, carries with it the conviction of its success^ 
application. (Hear, hear.) I have gone carefully through the 
books Mr Train has published on the subject, and without going to 
America, and without conversation as to the safety and value of 
human life in England and America with Mrs. Beecher Stowe, and 
without drawing a comparison between London and New York 
streets, I will come to the point at once, and say unreservedly, and 
challenge Mr. Gurney, or any one else, to refute it, that the system 
of Mr. Train, as laid down at Birkenhead, would be a very great im- 
provement to the streets of the metropolis. (Applause, and hear.) 
One of the arguments advanced by some of the previous speakers, 
and set prominently forward, is, that the laying down of street rail- 
ways will be damaging to the property of the ratepayers. This I 
do not believe, but rather that it will be a eonsiderable saving in 
the present cost of keeping the roads. (Hear, hear.) With respect 
to the deterioration of property, I am very sorry that the reverend 
gentleman, when he so pointedly alluded to it, did not consider 
that when the Social Evil was so rigidly taken into consideration, 
to the no small deteriora^on of the ratepayers' property, when the 
poor, frail creatures were driven from pillar to post, and from street 
to street, some two years ago. (Hear.) Instead of its being a cost to 
the parish, we shall find. Sir, that by the adoption of the tramway 
we shall have, as I have said, a considerable saving in the roads, 
and a great public convenience in many w|ys. (Loud cries of hear, 
hear.) Pray let us not entertain the old woman's ideas, enunciated 
by some of the former speakerB^ and p^mit such trifling to interfere 
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with the progress of science and art But, Sir, with regard to Mr. 
Traia's plaa, and that of those gentlemen of the Reputation, who 
previoudy asked the privilege of laying down street railways, that 
is another subject for consideration separate from the principle I 
advocate of introducing such railway. As to which of these appli- 
cations are best is a different matter altogether. (Hear, hear.) I 
simply look at the plans set foi*th by Mr. Train as very consistent 
and practicable, and cannot entertain the ideas of Mr. Cole and the 
£ey. Mr. Gurney. 

Mr. J. S. W. HssBiiro : I have heard a great deal of discussion, 
Mr'. Chairman, on this matter of the appHcation of Mr. Train to 
introduce street railways into this parish ; and a great deal that has 
been said by some of the honourable gentlemen present seems to me 
to be totally irrelevant to the matter under — ^mind you, don't mis- 
take me — the actual circumstances lihat have in a meeisure given rise 
to so many speeches ; and, I think, we have gone fax too much into 
personal interests instead of the public good. (Hear, hear.) Now, 
allow me to state the case as briefly as possible. "When you in- 
structed your committee, of which Mr. Hodges is the chairman, to 
take into consideration the proposed plan of Mr. Train's tram zail- 
way, you had no application from Ihe gentlemen of the London 
General Omnibus Company, who have this morning been before you, 
nor the application first read by Mr. Greenwell of the gentleman 
£rom Grown Court. Now, I am not giving an opinion in favour or 
against Mr. Train's plan, nor that *of the gentleman from Crown 
Court, or of that proposed to be laid before you by the deputation ; 
but I simply ask you, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, if it really is 
not common honesty to afford the time asked for by the deputa- 
ticm wh^ say, on behalf of the company, that their plan shall be 
shortly ready, and to have these various applications fairly 
and properly considered. (Hear, hear, and applause.) As it is 
now, I do not consider you have the committee placed fairly; be- 
cause, as I have before said, when the subject was referred to your 
committee, they really had only Mr. Train's application before 
them. But now Mr. Hodges, as a thorough re&rmer, and well- 
known for his determined opposition to anything assimilating to 
exclusiveness and monopoly, having, during this long discussion, 
4uly weighed the just claims for consideration of the other two 
■applicants, I am sure, will not hesitate to have the other people 
fairly dealt with. We have nothing to do with the private interests 
of the residents of Gloucester Place ; but we have to consider the 
^general good in the matter. (Hear, hear, and loud applause.) 
And allow me to suggest, that the other gentlemen withdraw the 
amendment they have proposed, and I wiU move that the report be 
recommitted for farther consideration. 

Mr. Bjlddhley could not help thinking that the Reverend Mr. 
Gurney had come nearer the truth of the working of the street rail- 
ways than any other gentleman. He had been both at New York 
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and Philadelpliia, and it was perfectly ridicalous to compare the 
traffic of either of those places to the streets of London. (Hear, 
hear.) What was the working of the scheme in Philadelphia? 
They had streets wider there than Parliament Street ; straight, and 
almost a perfect level, with trafiftc so limited that they would not 
meet more than half a dozen vehicles in a half an hour in some of the 
streets where this railway ran. The number of carriages, cabs, and 
every other description of vehicle, population, &c., were nothing to 
that of London ; and, therefore, the working of the tramway in 
Philadelphia, whatever it might be, was no criterion. The com- 
parison as to the working of the street railways in London and New 
York was similar. The Broadway of New York was to that city 
the same as Oxford Street, Bolbom, and Gheapside was to London ; 
but there was no tramway permitted to be laid down in Broadway. 
The tramway was only adopted, he maintained, in the minor 
thoroughfares ; and, amongst other examples, he gave Brooklyn, in 
the streets of which tramways were in operation where there was but 
little traffic, but in the more crowded streets they were not used. 
As for the speed maintained by street railways, tie believed no 
man of business would travel by them, inasmuch as it was gene- 
rally about three miles in one hour, and seldom over five miles. 
(Laughter, and hear, hear.) Such slow rate of travelling would 
not suit a Londoner, when he could travel by the ordinary street 
omnibus, and especially by those of the ^* London General,^' at the 
average rate of six or seven miles. He spoke from experience, 
from his own observations in American cities, when he assured the 
meeting that, as far as he could judge, street railways were not at 
all calculated for London. 

Mr. Abrahams, having been a resident of New York, liad seen 
and rode upon the street railways there, and undertook, in a measure^ 
to rebut the statements of Mr. Baddeley. He (Mr. Abrahams) 
knew nothing of Philadelphia, but in New York he had travelled 
on street railways at twice the speed of three miles an hour, as 
stated by that gentleman. And as to Broadway, there were satis- 
fSeictory reasons why it had not been adopted there. — (Cries of 
'' What reasons?'') He maintained there were satisfactory reasons. 
He altogether repudiated the statement made by more than one of 
the speakers, that property of the ratepayers would be injured in 
the line of route. He concluded by saying — I maintain that the 
adoption of street railways will be a very great boon to this 
metropolis, and the convenience to the public, and to ladies espe- 
cially, will be well appreciated ; for you have a nice commodious 
carriage to ride in, capable of comfortably accommodating from sixty 
to eighty persons, drawn by two horses, at not less than from six to 
eight miles an hour, with ease, instead of only three, as asserted by 
Mr. Baddeley. Altogether it is very difierent to the London 
General Gmnibus Company's accommodation, and the treatment, 
no doubt, will be different also. The company do not act fairly 
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with the public ; they carry people from Islington to Piccadilly for 
threepence during the day, and after 8 o'clock they will not carry 
them back again for less than sixpence ; and they, in my opinion, 
only come before ns to-day for liie sole purpose of preventing, by 
every possible means, any interference with their monopoly; and I 
sincerely hope that Mr. Train's excellent plan will be adopted, as 
I am sure it will prove a very great advantage to London. 

The Chairman, at this stage of the proceedings, urged Mr. Filmer 
to adopt the suggestion of Mr. Herring, as a much better course, 
and withdraw his amendment ; whereupon 

The Bev. J. H. Gvsket declared it to be his determination to 
divide the Board upon the amendment, the withdrawal of which he 
strenuously opposed. 

Mr. HoooBs said, if it would be the general wish of the Board 
to refer the matter back to the committee, he should have no 
objection to it (hoiar, hear), but he hoped the question, as proposed 
by the amendment, would not be interfered with by such a post- 
ponement, and trusted Mr. Filmer and his seconder would not force 
their amendment in place of its being referred back. It should 
not, however, be forgotten, that Mr. Train asked for no exclusive 
use of the road, and the plan would be an important saving in 
the cost of its repair. As far as he (Mr. Hodges) and the 
rest of the gentlemen of the committee were concerned, they 
were quite ready to reconsider the various claims in a thorough and 
impartial manner. — (Hear.) As he had before said the appUcation 
of Mr. Train was not the same as the application made to Parlia- 
ment by the London General Tramway Company, and all his 
desire in the matter was, simply to allow the laying down of an 
experimental line on the terms proposed by Mr. Train, and if it 
proved to be an improvement, no person could or would object to it. 

Mr. FiLMBB, in reply to the chairman, said he was willing to 
alter the wording of his amendment ; but his seconder, the Bev. 
Mr. Gurney, opposed any alteration or withdrawal. . 

The sense of the meeting was then taken on the amendment, and 
the chairman declared it was negatived. 

Mr. J. S.W. HEBRiKa here rose and said, he felt it to be his duty, 
in common justice to the London General Omnibus Company, and 
Mr. Curtis, of Crown Court, to move another amendment, as 
follows — " That the whole of the proceedings be referred back to 
the committee further to report." 

Mr. WnroFiELi) seconded with very great pleasure, and main- 
tained that that was what he had really desired throughput, that 
each of the applicants might receive proper consideration^ 

The Kev. J. H. Gxtrney could not conceive that this question 
"was at all urgent, and therefore he should most certainly oppose 
the amendment now before them. — (Oh, oh.) The question before 
the meeting was really whether the introduction of street railways 
was, or was not, an improvement. The rev. gentleman did not 
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believe it possible that any man of common sense in view of 
the fact that a similar experiment was to be made, and so shortly, 
could not object to wait and see the results on a matter of not great 
urgency. What could be more reasonable for a public body like 
this, to stand still and see £rst how the experiment turned out in 
another parish, before having it at their own doors. He granted 
^hat Victoria Street was not Oxford Street, and it might answer 
in one and not in the other, as the scheme instead of making the 
streets less crowded, would, he contended^ make them more so. One 
gentleman had just told them that in the American cities, where 
there was great traffic, it would not answer, and was only used in 
unfrequented streets. 

The chairman then put the amendment, which was carried with 
but four dissentient voices. 

It was next moved by Mr. Eilmer, that the following names be 
added to the committee : — ^Professor Marks, Rev. J. H. Gumey, 
Messrs. Michell, Nioholay, Mason, Webb^ Field, Brooks, "WiUmot, 
"William Potter, Thorpe, and Baddeley. 
' The Vestry then adjourned. 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE. 



On Thursday, the 11th October, the committee appointed by the 
Vestry held a special meeting at the Court House, Marylebone Lane, 
for the purpose of again taking into consideration, and further to 
report upon, the application of Mr. George Francis Train to con- 
struct street railways in the parish of Marylebone ; also to receive 
and report upon applications from the London General Omnibus 
Company, and Mr. Curtis, of Crown Court, Old Broad Street 

The gentlemen present were Messrs. E. Hodges, Dl£&inger, jun., 
Brooks, Wingfield, Freeth, Abrahams, Mason, J. Smith, Field, 
Braess, Thorpe, William Potter, Filmer, Weston, Baddeley, Overton, 
Temple, Corvan, Hickman, Hallam, Grange, and J. S, W. Herring. 

Mr. E. Hodges was called to the chair ; and, in opening the 
proceedings of the meeting, said their business was to consider three 
applications, one from Mr. Train, another from the London General 
Omnibus Company, and a third from Mr. Curtis, and he apprehended 
that their course was to go into the general question of the tram- 
ways. In suggesting the order of proceedings, he recommended 
that all the parties should be heard — first, Mr. Train ; second, the 
London General Omnibus Company; and lastly, Mr. Curtis. 

Mr. Fbeeth somewhat differed from the chairman as to the order 
of proceedings, and thought the better course was first to hear the 
London General Omnibus Company, then Mr. Curtis, and finally 
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Mr. Train. The last named gentleman had only to tell them what 
he had said hefore, and unless the other two parties oould give good 
and cogent reasons for the adoption of their plan, he (Mr. Freeth) 
apprehended the committee had to adhere to their former recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. FiLMER took the same view as the chairman, and thought 
certainly that Mr. Train should be heard first. 

Eventually the meeting decidei upon the order of proceedings as 
recommended by Mr. Freeth ; and the following communicauon, an 
application of extended proposals from Mr. Train, was then read by 
Mr. Greenwell, the vestry clerk : — 

26j Great George Street, Westminster 
October ^th, I860. 
Gentlemen, 

Having introduced street railways into Birkenhead, obtained 
permission to do the same in Manchester, Birmingham, and Victoria 
Street, London, and being now negotiating with the authorities of most 
of the large cities in the kingdom, I am desirous of completing arrange- 
ments for the more perfect development of the system in London. 

With a view to this, I beg to submit a plan of London, showing the 
lines within your jurisdiction, which I hereby resneotfully apply for 
permission to lay down. They are named on the ily-leaf of this letter. 

The whole to be done at my own cost, to the satisfaction of your 
surveyor. I shall be glad if you will favor me with an opportunity of 
explaining fully the system adopted, and I beg to invite your examination 
of the road as already laid at Birkenhead. 

I will undertake to complete the whole in any time that may be 
arranged with your surveyor, and, while I know that the rails will 
present no obstruction to traffic, I am yet prepared further to undertake 
to remove them at my own expense, and re-instate the road, in case of 
this proving to be a public inconvenience. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Geobge Fbancis Teain. 
To the Vestry of the Parish of St. Marylebone. 

Mr. Train then enumerates the following streets, &c., within the 
parish of St. Marylebone, in which, or parts of which, the street 
railways are proposed to be constructed, viz., Edgware-road, Oxford- 
street, Marylebone-road, Chapel-street, Upper Seymour-street, 
Portman-square, Seymour-street, Edwards-street, Wigmore-street, 
Gayendish-square, Mortimer-street, Charles-street, Goodge-street, 
Finchley-road, Wellington-road, Park-road, Hanover-place, Upper 
Baker-street, York-place, Baker-street, Upper Gloucester-place, 
Dorset-place, Dorset-square, Upper Gloucester-street, Gloucester- 
place, Gloucester street, Portman-street, Upper Avenue-road, Albert- 
road, Albany-street, Great Portland-street, Devonshire-street, Wey- 
mouth-street, Portland-place, Langham-place, Begent-street, and 
Regent-circus. 
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At the request of the Board, the following gentlemen were next 
admitted: — Mr. Train, Mr. Cartis, and a deputation from the 
London General Omnihus Company, consisting of Mr. Law, 
director, Mr Wilkinson, solicitor, and Mr. Church, secretary. 

The Cb AIRMAN to Mr. Wilkinson, the company's solicitor : Have 
you any additional information to offer to the committee to that you 
laid before the last meeting of the Vestry ? 

Mr. WiLKiKSON : I really don*t know how to answer that question, 
for I do not know what information you require, or course of pro- 
cedure you mean to adopt* 

Chairman: If you have any plan, such as you proposed to lay 
before this committee, or any improved principle of street railway to 
lay before us, we are ready to hear it. 

Mr. Wilkinson: We have yet no plan to lay before you, for we 
only first heard of your approval of the scheme on or about Monday 
week through the public papers. 

CHArBMAN : You are not prepared then to lay a plan before us at 
the present time ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Not yet. But if you will delay your decision 
for a fortnight, plans shall be submitted. We want time, but no 
unnecessary loss of time shall be made, and the plans shall bo 
ready by that time. The chairman of your Vestry at the last 
sitting asked me, if our plan was adopted, should we require the 
sanction of Parliament, to which I replied in effect that I believed 
this scheme could not be carried out without it. My opinion is still, 
that the assistance of Government must be obtained. But, as I have 
just stated, plans shall be submitted, and we should like to have 
the assistance of the Vestry in carrying them out. 

Mr. W. E. Greenwell, vestry clerk : For what ? 

Mr. Wiijtinson: For laying down tramways. 

In answer to Mr. D'Iffanger, jun., and others, Mr. Wilkinson 
said : My opinion is, that any person along the line of route can take 
legal proceedings against it as a nuisance. If Mr. Train lays down 
a tramway in Victoria Street vnthout an Act of Parliament, any 
person may proceed against it as a nuisance. I know of a similar 
tramway being laid down in Swansea, which had been used for ten 
years, when one of the public objected to it as a nuisance, and it was 
abated. The case is to be found in *' Bamewell and Adolphus." It 
was to carry coals, but I consider the drcunistances of the case to be 
precisely similar to this. I believe we shall be obliged to go for an 
Act of Parliament, and should do so, at the same time we shall be 
glad, first, to have the sanction of the Vestry. 

Mr. Hallam : If you got leave of the Vestry to put down a line 
in the streets as an experiment, would you go to Parliament before 
.making the experiment? 

Mr* Wilkinson : We may be very glad to do so as an experiment, 
but it is no use if we have not the power. 
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Mr. Halliih : But would you do so? 

Mr. Wilkinson : The public has a right to the highways, and any 
cue of the public can indict us for doing it if they like. 

Mr Field : If I understand you right, Sir, it will not be very 
■difficult to get any person to oppose such an experiment? (Hear 
and laughter.) 

Mr. Wilkinson : Very likelj there are persons who would carry 
out an indictment. Sir. (Renewed laughter, and hear, hear.) 

Mr. J. S. W. Hebrino : I should like to have Mr. Wilkinson, on 
behalf of the company, answer the question of Mr. Hallam more 
explicitly, as I think it rather an important question. 

Mr. William Potteb: Allow me, will you try the experiment 
before you go for an Act of Parliament ^ 

Mr Wilkinson : I understood that Mr. MoNamara said the other 
day he would run the risk of doing so, but he is not her« now, and I 
cannot say exactly. 

In answer to two vestrymen, as to what their proposed plan was, 
Mr. Wilkinson said : The system to be proposed by the company 
was simply a plate with a groove in it, whilst Mr. Train*s was a 
projection above the road. 

Mr. Fbebth : Yes, but I think it is as well for the meeting to 
know, in order that they may not be deceived, about this projection, 
that it is only 0-16ths of an inch. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. D'Iffangeb, juu : As you raise the question of legality in 
this matteri I should wish to know if an Act of Parliament is 
necessary in the laying or removing of wood pavement, or blocks 
of granite?— (Loud cries of order.) 

Mr. Fbeeth: I submit, Mr. Chairmaii> that Mr. D'lfiEanger is 
perfectly in order. Can any person over-ride the Vestry in their 
power of the streets ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : I am not going to over-ride the power of this 
Vestry ; but my opinion, as a legal man, of many years experience, is, 
that if a tramway is laid down in the public streets, any person 
can oppose it if they think proper. I do not contend the Vestry has 
not the power to lay down what they like in the thorough&res of the 
parish, but I believe the public can interfere. 

Mr. Filmer: You stated. Sir, we have not the power to lay down 
tramways in the public streets, does that apply to the exclusive use 
of it? 

Mr, Wilkinson : I do not say anything about the power of laying 
it down, Sir; but I say, that if an obstruction by its use is caused, 
the pablic can oppose it successfully. The Swansea tramway, to 
which I have referred, is a case in point. 

Mr. J. S. W. Hebbing^: May I ask you to direct the vestry 
clerk where he can find the case of Swansea. 

Mr. Wilkinson : I think you will find the case in Barnewell and 
Adolphus's HeportSy Vol. I., entitled ** The King against Morris." 
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Mr Dlffanger, jun.: Was the case in Swansea especially for 
private use to carry coals ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : It was with the privilege to any one who liked 
to use it. 

In answer to Mr. p*Iffanger, jun., and others, Mr. Wilkinson 
said, if the company went to any expense in the 'matter of 'a 
tramway, they would expect any other company or person using 
their rails with a flange wheel, to pay toll ; but not, if they did not 
use a flange wheel. He did not say Uiey had power to prevent them 
doing so, but they would ask Parliament to protect them. 

Mr. FiLMEB : Then you would go to Parliament for the purpose 
of taking up our private way for your own benefit. To sell, in fact, 
the right of using it for a private speculation. 

Mr. Frbeth : Did the Act of Parliament that you applied for in 
1857, give you power to take toll from any person? 

Mr. Wilkinson : In a general way it did. The company only 
contemplated charging those who used the flange wheel. 

Mr. Hbbbinq : In the case you refer to at Swansea, are you not 
aware that the Government interfered for taking toll ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : I think not. 

Mr. W. E. Gbeenwell, by the wish of the meeting, then read 
from Barnewell and Adolphus's Beports, Vol. I., the following of 
the case in question : — 

" This is an indictment for a nuisance in obstructing a public foot, 
horse, and carriage-way, by laying, and placing in, upon, along, and over 
a certain part thereof, an iron railway or waggon way, and keeping 
and continuing the same so laid and placed there. The case was 
tried before Vaughan, B. at the Herefordshire Summer Assizes, 1829. 
It appeared that the railway in question had been used ten or twelve 
years by Sir John Morris, for conveying coals from the Pentre 
Colliery, which was his property, to Swansea, and he permitted 
other persons to make use of it on pctying a toll. The railway ran 
400 yards along the high road (which was a turnpike road) being 
laid upon it, on the western side, occupying a breadth of between 
three and four feet, tfnd in several parts not leaviug space enough 
for two carriages to pass eadi other safely, without running upon 
the bars of the railway, which, however, did not rise an inch above 
the surface of the road.. It Was contended, on behalf of the de- 
fendant, that his railway was not indictable ; first, inasmuch as it 
was, upon the whole, a convenience to the public, by facilitating the 
conveyance, and lessenmg the price of coals, and by saving.the turn- 
pike road from wear; and, secondly, as the lading down and con- 
tinuance of it vas authorized by the statutes 44 Geo. III., c. 4 ; 
and 45 Geo. III. c. 74. ; Vaughan B said, the question for the jury 
was, whether or not the effect of the defendant's railway was to obt. 
struct, hinder, and inconvenience the pnblic ; if they thought that 
was the effect they would find a verdict of guilty. The jury found 
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accordingly On the construction of the Acts of Parliament, the 
learned judge reserved leaye to move to enter a verdict for the de- 
fendant. A rule nisi having been obtained for that purpose, Lord 
Tenterden, 0. J., was of opinion that this rule ought to be discharged. 
It was said, that if an obstruction was created it might be justified 
on the ground of common law and statutes. On the iBrst point 
it was urged, that if the thing complained of furnishes upon the 
whole a greater conv-enienoe to the public than it takes awaj, no 
indictment lies for a nuisance. — (Hear, hear, and loud applause.) 
Supposing that doctrine to be sound, which I am not prepared to say, 
how does it apply in this case ? Here is a road for carts bringing 
down coals to Swmuea, and it k for the convenience of an individual, 
who sends coals there for sale, to make a railway along the public 
road for their conveyance in waggons. It is said, indeed, that all 
persons may use this railway who will pay for so doing ; but no man 
has a right to tell the public that they shall discomtinue the use of 
such carriages as they have been accustomed to employ, and adopt 
another kin4, in order to pass along a new description of road, paying 
him for the liberty of doing so. i think this furnishes no excuse 
for the obstruction. As to the second ground of justification ; the 
statute of 25 Geo. III., gave authority to make railways an-ess the 
highways; a power not uncommon, and in many cases absolutely 
necessary. But in the 45 G^o. III., the word along is introduced 
and the provision in sect. d6 is, that if it shall be necessary and con- 
venient for any person to make a waggon-way along or across any 
of the roads to be repaired, hj virtue of that Act, it shall be lawful 
80 to' do, and the person making such waggon-way ** shall keep the 
said road for twenty yards on each side the said waggon-way in good 
and effectual repair." Taking the whole of this provision togeUier, 
if the efifect is to be given to the word along, and a party is autho- 
rized by the statute to lay down his railway along a jg^reviously exist- 
ing road, he must then repair to the extent of twenty yards on each 
side ; that is if the road is of sufficient vddth ; but if it is not, then 
I think, the sound construction is, that he cannot be allowed to make 
bis waggon-way along such a road. This renders it unnecessary to 
give any opinion on the effect of the repeal of 45 Geo. XII. c. 74. 
As to the statute of 44 Geo III, the seventieth section of that 
Act enables the proprietors of lands, mines, &c., to make any railway 
in such manner as they shall think proper, through their own lands 
or those of any other persons consenting thereto ; and across and 
along any road or roads to communicate with the Ogstermouth. rail" 
road. If this section is to be taken by itself, and as extending to 
any district comprised in the Act, through ^hich a road can be made 
communicating ultimately with the Ogstermouth railroad, then there 
appears np protection for any turnpike road within such district, 
along which a railway can be formed having such communication ; 
a power would be given to destroy many roads altogether; and^ 
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persons making private railways would be invested with a greater 
authority than the company incorporated by the Act. But if the 
powers given by that section to private persons are to be construed 
with reference to those given to the company, it would then be neces- 
sary for any such person, before he took any part of a public road 
for his own uses, to perform the condition imposed in section 5, by 
making new ropds in lien of the old, wherever those were cut through, 
taken, or so much injured as to be impassable or inconvenient. It 
seems to me, therefore, that the continuance of this railroad by the 
defendant is not justified, either on general principle, or on any 
sound construction of the statutes. 

Similar opinions were expressed, and the rule was discharged. 

Mr. Hebbing said, in his opinion, the interference of the government 
was in consequence of the taking of toll, as- he had at first supposed. 

Mr. Abrabamb: Were these tramways by horses or by steam?— 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Wilkinson : I fear, as I have said, that the power cannot 
be obtained without an Act of Parliament* For the court in that 
case bold that although there was a special Aet of Parliament, 
the particular course was this ; — if any person objected to it as a 
nuisance in the publie way, the obstruction was to be abated. 

Mr. Fk££tb : I think it i» very important, Mr. Cbairmaik, not to 
allow the deputation to go, before we distinctly understand soviet 
thing of their intended course of procedure. Are you, gentlemen, of 
the London General Omnibus Company, prepare^ to lay down an 
experimental line of tramway upon sufferance, if we ahottld decide 
to throw Mr. Train overboard ? 

Mr* Wilkinson : We are. 

Mr Frekiih : No^, supposing we grant Mrf Train the sam«- 
privilege, that we may see which worked best-^yoof s or his-^would 
•you then do.it^ 

Mr. Wilkinson : No. I do not ask for Mr. Train to retiret, &r 
for you to give me any preferenee over Mr. Train ; but I ask joa 
to give me a fortnight, when plans will be kid before yoo-^il neces- 
sary — different to that of 1857 ; aa extended one^ with a view to a 
more general aceommodation. Then I ask you to consider that and 
Mr. Train's together, and as men of business, choose the bent* Bttt 
if Mr. Train and myself are to lay down a tramway each, we cannot 
both be sustained ; and if Mr. Train has alone the permission to 
lay down his tramway from this Vestry, then I believe there is a 
power above this Vestry to decide it. We intend immediately to 
meet our engineer, and lay such a plan before you, as will meet with 
your approval* 

Mr. Uallav : Tou lay claim to having introduced tramways on a 
pUn better than that of Mr. Train. Are you prepared tp let us see 
that plan ? 

Mr. Wilkinson: We did not suppose— the fact is, we did not 
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think the Vestry of St. Maryleboue prepared to entertain this 
plan after their former opposition ; hut now, finding it to he otherwise, 
we desire to lay an extended plan hefore you; to afford greater puhlic 
accommodation. / 

Mr. Hallam : (Referring to a very handsome model of Mr. Trains 
upon the tahle) Here is a groove you see, how is that to he kept clean? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Our engineer, I suppose, will take care of that 
If you have a projection on your wheel, that will be constantly running 
in the groove and will keep it clean. 

Mr. Abrahams : Will you adopt the same principle of monopoly 
as you do now, viz , to charge threepence to take persons from 
Islington to Piccadilly, and after eight at night charge sixpence 
for their return ? — (Oh, oh, and cries of •' That has nothing to do 
with this question.") 

Mr. DIffakgeb, jun., amidst some disorder, asked what he 
considered a very important question, to the effect, that if the Vestry 
accepted Mr. Train's plan to lay down an experimental line, whether 
he (Mr. Wilkinson) as the legal adviser would instruct his company 
to take proceedings against the Vestry?— (Cries of " That's notiiing 
to do with us.") 

Mr. Aboahams wished a question answered. He wanted to know 
if the company laid down a line now^ would they demand toll from 
those who used it ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : If you will give me a fortnight to prepare and 
lay our plan before you, that shall answer the question, 

Mr. QvfeitTON : Supposing we deferred our decision, and should 
be in favour of the scheme proposed by the company, would you lay 
down an experimental line in any part of the parish, if you have 
the privilege of making the choice ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : I say yes ; but not if the same plan is granted 
to Mr. Train. • • 

Mr. Overton : Then you propose to lay down a plan different to 
that of Mr. Train ? 



Mr. Wilkinson: No; you misunderstand nje.rl am asked if 
you allowed Mr. Train to lay'down a line in oile part of the parish, 
and allowed us to lay down our line in another, would we be willing to 
do so ? To that question I reply ; — we would be willing to lay down 
an cfiiperimental line, but not if two were granted . If you determine 
Mr. Train's plan is better than ^nor 1 am out ci the field ; if other- 
wise I would not have competition. What I now propose is, to lay 
our plan before you as soon as possible. Then I apprehend you 
will, as men of business, first decide the question as to which plan 
is best, and reject the one and take the other. It really does seem. 
to me that all this should be left until I lay my plans before you. 
Prom what I gathered of your proceedings at the last Vestry, I 
understood that you were to receive plans from all parties, and 
choose that you deemed the best. 
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Mr. FiLVER : The question is really this ; if we gave permission 
to Mr. Train to lay down half a mile of tramway, as an experiment, 
would yon do the same ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Well, I hare no doubt, Sir, we would ; but if 
you will give us sufficient time to lay before you our plan, we shall 
be able to answer that fully. 

Mr. Fbeeth : Will your plan be laid down as a design for the 
whole of the metropolis ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : I am hardly prepared- to answer that question ; 
but my opinion is, that it is intended to lay a plan universally. 

Mr. Weston thought that the object of postponing the decision 
upon Mr. Train's application, and having the subject referred back 
to that committee, was to afPord the London General Omnibus 
Company the opportunity of laying their proposal^ before the present 
meeting ; but he (Mr. Weston) could not understand that such plan 
had been produced — (Hear, hear.) 

The chairman said they asked for a fortnight. 

Mr. Gbamoe : Then if we give you a fortnight you will be pre- 
pared with a plan to lay before us ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Yes, sir. 

The Chairman : Have your directors had any meeting upon the 
subject ? 

Mr. Wilkinson: Yes, we have had too long and important meetings. 

Mr. Brooks : Do you desire to first consult your shareholders 
upon it ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : Immediately the company heard of the scheme, 
they established a London General Tramway Company, which they 
had registered. 

In reply to various gentlemen, 

Mr. Wilkinson said they bad no prospectus, but had raised the 
capital among themselves. 

Mr. Herring : What do I understand, . Mr. Wilkinson ? Is it 
that you 'appeaiL here on behalf of the ** London General," or for 
U30ther compan^? 

Mr. Wilkinson ; I am here, sir, on behalf of both. The London 
General Omnibus Company, and the London General Tramway 
Company, will act together. 

Mr. HERRiNa : Are you authorised to use the funds of the Lon- 
don General Omnibus Company ? ^ 

Mr. Wilkinson: No. 

Mr. Mason : I have been listening, Mr. Chairman, most atten^ 
tively, and yet I cannot understand what the intentions of the 
Itondon General Omnibus Company are if we grant a delay ; and I 
am totally at a loss to reconcile the answers of Mr. Wilkinson. 
What I am anxious to know is, when the plans are presented, will 
the com] any be prepared to lay down a line in conjunction with 
Mr. Train ? 
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Mr. W1LKIK80K: 1 believe we shall be willing to do so ; but feel- 
ing there is a great deal to consider as to the roads which may be 
selected, I prefer that this shall remain an open question. 

Mr. Hebrino : Really, Mr. Chairman^ the answers to our ques- 
tions places me in a similar position to Mr. Mason — and I understood 
that we were treating with the deputation of the London General 
Omnibus Company ; but now we find that Mr. Wilkinson appears 
on behalf of another companj. 

Mr. Wilkinson repudiated that, as the London General Tramway 
Companj was registered by the London General Omnibus Com- 
pany ; and, therefore, they came before them precisely in the same 
way that they did in 1857. 

Mr. Abbah^Ks : Was the London General Tramway Company 
registered when the London General Omnibus Company came out ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : There seems to be a prejudice raised without 
reasons. We have nothing to conceal ; and I think I can get rid of 
this at once. 

Mr. 'Abrahams : The directors of one of those companies have no 
power in the other ; and my argument is, as far as I can see, they 
cannot apply money for the purposes of the other company. (Cries : 
•*.We have nothing to do with that.") 

Mr. Grangb rose to a point of order amid some confusion. 

Mr. FiLHEB : I ask, Mr. Chairman, whether we are- not sent here 
by the Vestry to consider all applications on this subject, whatever 
they may be ? and I apprehend we are quite in order to hear Mr. 
Wilkinson, as it would now appear that Mr. Wilkinson is out of 
court. (No, no.) 

The Chairman : Will you allow me to ask if the London General 
Tramway Company is now in existence ? 

Mr. Wilkinson : It is, Sir, and registered. In fact, it is pre- 
cisely the same company as that of 1857. 

Mr. D'Iffanger, jun. : When did you re^oi^anise this company ? 

Mr Wilkinson: A few days ago. (Cries, of oh!) 

Mr. Field : I apprehend that the fact of this company having 
been registered a few days ago will aot throw anybody out of court. 
(No, no.) 

The Chaibman thought that was understood. Mr. Wilkinson, in 
raply to Mr. Mason, said he was asked first a question, whether the 
company would lay down an experimental line? When he said, 
Yes. Afterwards he was asked if they would do it with Mr. Train ? 
And then he said. No. But, subsequently, he asked for a fortnight 
to lay a plan before them satisfactorily on that head. 

The Chairman : I have it in i^y notes that you said you would 
not submit to competition ; but, as I now understand, you wish to 
leave that an open question. 

Mr. Wilkinson: Exactly so. 

Mr. Weston : Am I to understand this old company is wound up? 
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' Mr. Wilkinson : ^es, 8ir ; it was wouud up, and a new companj 
precisely on the same principle is now formed. 

The Chairman : Have you anything further to s&.y ? 
Mr. Law : We only ask for the fortnight. 

The deputation then resumed their seats, and Mr. Curtis was 
called upon to state his plan. 

Mr. Curtis : Then set forth a detailed account of his proposal, 
which was to the effect* that his experiment had heen tried in 
Liverpool, and he helieyed with success ; and read a letter from a driver 
who Imd been in his employ there in proof of this statement. The 
advantage of his invention was, the wheels of his carriages were 
so constructed, that in the event of any obstnictions the flanges would 
shut up in such a way that the carriage would run on the ordinary 
road like any other omnibus. He contended, it would be perfectly 
impossible to lay down rails in a crowded thoroughfare like Oxford 
Street, as the carriages could not keep along the line of way. He 
had obtained permission to lay down rails for an experiment in the 
Liverpool road ; and, if successful, he thought he should be prepared 
to lay down a road all over the metropolis if required. 

In the course of an examination, as to what he proposed to do in 
Marylebone, he said he was going to lay down the line oi\ the 
Liverpool road, which he hoped would be finished in about a month. 
The money required had not been deposited, as that at present was 
a matter to be settled between himself and his friends. He was 
prepared, if privilege was granted him, to lay down a similar line in 
Marylebone upon the same terms as the other gentlemen ; and, no 
doubt, he could undertake to do so in a month, and at his own 
^pense. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. George Francis Train, to 
know if he had any desire to address the conltnittee. 

Mr. Train : I do not know that I have anything more to say ; 
my application is before you. I wish, however, for the meeting ' to 
distinctly understand I am not here as an opponent of the London 
General Omnibus Company or Mr. Curtis. I ask for no monopoly, 
no privileges, and will undertake all the risks, costs, and legal 
liabilities (if you fear any), as my only desire is to introduce in Mary- 
Jebone a great improvement: a plan of street railway that has been well 
tried, and in extensive operation in America, and now practically de- 
monstrated in Birkenhead, and proved to be a great blessing to those 
communities. I understood the London General Omnibus Com- 
pany had withdrawn their application ; and when I made mine, I did 
so on no principle of monopoly of your roads or your rights in any 
way ; but I appear simply with my plans before you to lay down 
street railways in your parish — to extend to you a great public boon ; 
and I will take all the risks of proving it to be so. I will assume 
all legal proceedings to which you may be exposed. I will reinstate 
the road, if shown to be a public nuisance, entirely at my own ex- 
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peuse ; it shall not cost you one shilling ; and I will give you all the 
security you like besides my rails, timber, and material on the 
ground. (Hear, hear.) I do not know that I am right ; but the 
gist of the debate here seems to me to be that Mr; Wilkinson puts 
himself and the company in the position of a bigamist, because, as 
I am wedded to you^ the company afterwards comes forward and 
says, if you are willing to marry me I am willing to mtfrry you. 1 
have no lawyer here with me. I come among you unattendedi to 
submit my plan in a plain, straightforward manner; and I feel 
assured that I know more about street railways than all the solicitors 
in this country. . (Laughter and applause.) The advantages of my 
plan, since tho inauguration in Birkenhead, are rapidly becoming 
known to the most of your eminent men, engineers, members of Par- 
liament, capitalists, as well as to the public journalists of the country, 
a great number of whom have got to be conversant with its practical 
utility. (Applause, and hear, hear.) In a short time a trial line will 
be in operation in Victoria Street; and if you grant my application 
you can have the opportunity of trying it here, as I am at any time 
ready to carry out my plan. I ask for no privilege, no monopoly, no 
favour, nor affection of any kind. I only ask you to grant me what I 
am willing to pay for. (Applause.) I care not if Mr. Curtis and the 
Company are permitted to try their plans; for I am come among you 
in this country with two articles of faith: first, that I am introducing 
to your parish a public boon; second, that my plan of street railway is 
the best. I leave all to you, and allow you to take whatever course 
you think proper. (Hear, hear.) I am in no hurry ; take your 
own time to consider the matter fairly ; but if you decide in my 
favour to-day I am ready to commence operations to-morrow. (Loud 
cries of hear, hear.) 

Mr. FiLMEB : Allow me to ask you a question not in any spirit of 
opposition. Are you willing to allow any carriage to go upon your 
tram? 

Mr. Tbain : Certainly ; but you must not have your carriage 
like mine. My carriage is patented, and no one can infringe 
upon it; and it is as much like Mr. Wilkinson*s plan as roast 
beef is to red herring, or champagne to water. I am in no opposi- 
tion to Mr. Wilkinson, Mr. Curtis, or anybody else ; the road is 
open to all. (Hear, hear.) I am quite willing for any person to use 
my rails ; but they must not infringe upon my carriages The experi- 
ment has been attended with the greatest success at Birkenhead, 
65,000 persons having availed themselves of this boon. The fact 
is, at that place, during the past month, more persons have tra- 
velled by my carriages than in other omnibuses for years. 

Mr. FiLMEB ; Never mind your comparison about roast beef or 
red herring. I want to know this : do you ask us to give up any 
part of our pifblic roadway for your exclusive use ? 

Mr. Fbeeth rosa to a point of order. He condemned the course 
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of procedure of Mr. Filmer: That gentleman had got an answer to 
that qaestion already, Mr. Train had just said any one could drire 
on his line of rail ; but he very properly said tny carriage is patented, 
and you must not imitate it or you infringe my right. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Filmer : Then, if I run a carriage with a flange upon your 
rail, would you proceed againsO me ? 

Mr. Train: Certainly not, » sir; unless it would be an infringe- 
ment of my patent. 

Mr. Filmer : I have no interest at all in the matter ; I simply 
attend here as a ratepayer, and on behalf of my fellow iftiepayers, 
tQ watch over our interest ; and, therefore, I wish to know if I can 
use a wheel with a flange to it on your rail ? 

Mr. Train : You can if you like ; but it must not be like mine. 
I simply ask for a trial line, and I will take it up in thirty days, or 
less, if required. Your question is not the right way put. I say all 
persons can use my rail, but they must not use my carriages. 

Mr. D'Iffanqer, jun. : It is very important to know if any 
wheel will run on your line of rail? 

Mr. Train : Yes, any wheel. 

Mr. DIffanger, jun. : Then, if I have a private carriage, and 
choose to have a wheel to run upon the line, can I do it ? 

Mr. Train : Any wheel would be allowed to run on the flat part 
of the line. 

Mr. D'Iffangbr, jun; : I want to know if permission is given to 
Mr. Train to apply his tramway, will he do it as an experiment, and 
will he reinstate the road if required ? 

Mr. Train : Yes, sir, precisely according to my application, which 
is before you. 

r. Brooks : Do you not consider that any carriage using any 
description of flange to run on your line will be an infringement of 
your patent. 

Mr. Train : Not at all> sir. I will take care of myself. I ask 
for no monopoly whatever, nor any exclusiveness ; and I do every- 
thing at my own expense. My carriages do not go off the line, and 
have the desirable advantage of classifying the traffic, and preventing 
confusion, I ask for no police interference, or any other powers 
different to that of an ordinary individual. I feel satisfied that pro- 
per courtesy will enable me to steer clear from wilful obstruction 
of draymen, who, I am sure, when treated courteously, will turn out 
of the way ; at all events I am willing to see ; and, to my mind, 
they seem <o have more courtesy than you li£e to give them. 
Laughter.) 

r. Field: The law requires that travelling in this country 
should be under legally acknowledged rules, known to drivers *as the 
off and near side. Now, I want to do this. I am goin^ acrossy our 
line immediately in front of you. How am I to do it ? 

Mr. Train: Very well, Sir. I can go six miles an hour, and 
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€an pull up in less time than an ordinary omnibus. Not a single 
accident has happened in this way in. Birk^ihead since it has been 
running. 

Mr. Field : Perhaps the roads in Birkenhead are better adapted 
than in Maiylebone^ 

Mr. Train : No» sir ; not at all. Jlhey are better adapted here 
than there. I think your streets are wider. 

Mr. FiLMEB : You are asking permission to lay down a plan, and 
I want to know the practical working of it. Supposing a heavy 
waggon of coals broke down on your tramway. 

Mr. Train : In reply to that question I would say : a coal car- 
riage broke down in Birkenhead, and it was moved in two minutes 
and a-half. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Wic. Potter : If a wheel crowded against, or got into the 
iron groove, would it not have difficulty to get oS? 

Mr. Train : Not at all. There is no groove. We find no diffi- 
culty in Birkenhead. 

Mr. Wm. Potter : Here, in the London streets, we are more 
crowded than at Birkenhead, and carriages run in all directions. 
Now, if a wheel was crowded along on the outside (referring to Mr. 
Train's model upon the table), I cannot see that: it can immediately 
get off. How is the driver to get off? What are people to do if horses 
feet come in contact with this (rails) ? Is there not great danger in 
slipping ? I ask these questions, because several people state this 
as a great objection to street railways, as they consider it will throw 
down the horses, and cause great destruction to property and sacri- 
fice of life ? 

Mr. Train : If you will allow me, I will state what has oc- 
curred from actual experience. As r^ards any obstruction ^of 
the rails, I would say they are but nine-sixteenths of an inch above 
the road, and so constructed that neither horses or: carriages have 
suffered from the least inconvenience at Birkenhead. The « im- 
proved rail is nearly flat, and about five inches in wi4U)* I hai^ 
not heard a single instance where the wrenching of wheels or the 
stumbling or slipping of horses has caused serious accident .When 
I opened the line at Birkenhead I took everything at my own. risk. 
There has been, it is said, some trifling accidents; in faot^ I have had 
-bills sent in to me for ^9 10«., for five accidents; and I have been 
advised not to take any notice of these claims by the Commissioners, 
as it was the results of conspiracy. (Hear, hear.) I would suggest, 
gentlemen, as I am in no hurry, and a trial line is to be be tested 
in Victoria Street in about sixty days, that this Vestry will do nothing 
until they have ocnlar demonstration there. (Hear, hear, and 
applause.) 

In answer to Messrs. Freeth, Baddeley, and others, 

Mr. Train said : In New York thirty-four millions of persons 
had travelled in one year on these lines, and only twelve met 
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^ith accidents ; while in New York, Boston, and Philadelphia last 
year the numher was over seventj millions, and only fifteen 
accidents. In case of an accidenti or necessity of any kind, the 
flange of his carriage wheels were so simply arranged by a double 
tread that the carriage could at any time leave the rails ; but he 
■ did not wish to adopt this plan of leaving the rails as a rule, 
because immediately the public knew he could get off, it would be 
fatal to the system. He contemplated the introduction of his 
scheme would have the desirable advantage of classifying the traffic, 
remove the present confusion ; and that every carriage of his would 
displace three omnibuses. 

Mr. BiDDELET : What is the reason you have not got it down in 
your Broadway, New York? 

Mr. Train : Simply, Sir, because there has been so many appli- 
cants that a difficulty has been raised as to who should have it For 
instance, like on the present occasion of. my application, Mr. Cur- 
tis's, and the London General Omnibus Company's. (Laughter, 
and hear, hear.) But it will be laid down in Broadway next year. 

Mr. Teain, in reply to Mr. Baddeley, said, railways were adopted 
in Chesnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Hr, Baj)delet : What is that thoroughfare in comparison with 
the traffic of many of the streets of this city ? 

Mr. Trai^nt : Why, it is the Cheapside and Ludgate Hill of Phi- 
ladelphia, and the traffic is equal to those streets in proportion to 
the population. 

Mr. Baddeley : To what extent do you suppose the traffic is 
lessened in New York by these street railways ? 

Mr. Train : It would have required 1,000 more omnibuses than 
at present in New York to have conveyed the people who used these 
carriages last year. 

Mr. Field : I would ask the gentleman — ^if he got permission of 
this Vestry without an Act of Parliament, would he (Mr. Train) 
have the exclusive right over and above everybody else? 

Mr. Train : Yes. because my carriage is patented. 

Mr. Field : Is that the case in America ? 

Mr. Train : There is no patent on the carriages in America ; but 
the right of road is still preserved, and we have been working seven 
years without interference. Immediately another carriage meets 
..mine it has to go off, because the public understand my carriage 
cannot move off, and it preserves the line of route. Thii^ is allowed 
by general consent. 

Mr. Hallam : If this scheme of yours was adopted in Cheapside 
and Ludgate Hill, what amount of traffic do I understand you to say 
it would dispose of? 

Mr, Train : Why one of my carriages will displace three omni- 
buses. 

Mr. Hallam: Now, in a thoroughfare like Gloucester Place, 
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"what space would be reserved for traffic ? It is thirty-six feet in 
width. 

Mr. Train : If thirty-six feet wide, it will leave fourteen feet on 
each side. 

Mr. D'Iffangeh, jun. : Did you say that thirty-five millions of 
people had been carried by street railway in New York in one year, 
and by that means took 1,000 omnibuses off their streets ? 

Mr. Train : No, Sir. I say that it would take 1 ,000 more omni- 
buses to carry the amount of traffic now on those streets. 

Mr. Herring^ : I wish to know, Mr. Train, if the Vestry give 
yon permission to lay down this tramway, are you prepared to in- 
demnify the Vestry against any lawsuits that may be instituted 
against them on account of it ? 

Mr. Train : I am, sir. I implied that in my written application. 

In answer to several gentlemen, 

Air. Train said : In going six miles an hour I can stop my car- 
riages, I should say, within six or eight feet. You cannot stop an 
omnibus in less than two lengths. He could stop by means of his 
breaks; He considered no great difficulty would arise from Holborn 
Hill. 

Mr. Temple : What is the width of rail ? 

Mr. Train : The width, including both rails, at Birkenhead, is five 
feet two inches. In Manchester he (Mr. Train) intended laying 
down two lines. If a double line was laid down in Oxford Street 
there would be enough space besides for all other traffic. 

Mr. Temple : You say there is five feet two inches ? I did not 
understand that. 

Mr. Train : It is five feet two inches guage — the rail itself is six 
inches wide. I propose to keep and take the entire charge of 
the roads, in the centre of which the rails will be placed, and shall 
not be particular to a small portion on either side of the rails. 

Mr. Wejpton : What amount of space would you keep in repair 
over each side of the rails ? 

Mr, Train : One foot ; and that would effect a saving of over 
twenty or thirty per cent to your parish. 

Mr. Wm, Potter : Now, if a coal waggon broke down^upon your 
line, would you stop and get it moved as quick as you could, or drive 
round it ? 

Mr. Train : I would get it out of the way as quick as possible. 
(Laughter.) 

In reply to, the chairman, 

Mr. Train said he was prepared to adhere to the terms he pro- 
posed in his application, if the Vestry decided to grant it. The 
question of double or single lines he should leave to the parish. 

Mr. Herring : You are prepared to carry out your proposal im- 
mediately the Vestry will give you the privilege ? 

Mr. Train : Yes. 
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The several gentlemen were ordered to withdraw, 

Mr. Herring : (To the chairman.) After this long discussion, 
and its results, I see no necessity for a speech to point out to the 
meeting the course, in my opinion, they ought to adopt, as that must 
be apparent to all, and I shall therefore simply move at once that the 
application of Mr. Train be granted. — (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Abrahams: I have very great pleasure in seconding the 
resolution. We have nothing else before us; Mr. Curtis has no 
definite plan, and the London General Omnibus Company have 
placed no plan at all before us. ^ 

Mr. FiLHEB : I beg to move an amendment ; I can see no other 
means for us to pursue, after this long discussion, but to postpone 
the question until after the experiment has been fairly tried in 
Victoria Street, and by that time tlie question will be better under- 
stood. Mr. Curtis's plan seems very straightforward, and the 
London General Omnibus Company proposes to lay their plan before 
OS in a fortnight As the matter has been referred to us for full and 
proper consideration of every plan, without consideration to any 
one, and in order therefore to do that, we must wait until the other 
line is completed. No harm can accrue from delay of this sort ; and 
therefore, I propose as an amendment, '*That the further consideration 
of this question be postponed until after we have seen the working 
of the tramway in Victoria Street." 

Mr Brooks-: I second the aiifiendment, and because I think it 
would be great injustice to the other applicants to do otherwise. I 
contend, that calling a meeting at all, in so short a time after 
Saturday, was not fair to the other gentlemen, especially to decide 
in favour of Mr. Train. I say it is not a common act of fairness, 
for in four days, how can you expect those who have others to consult 
besides themselves to come before you with a .definite plan. Now, 
sir, the London General Omnibus Company say, we are in the same 
position as in 1857, and they simply ask us to let the matter stop over 
for the short space of a fortnight. , I do hope the fortnight will be 
granted ; and I am sure by such a course no time will be lost. The 
company have answered all their questions straightforward and 
honestly, and it is right their requests shall be acceded to. I have 
made up my mind, however, to test the principles of the matter at 
the next sitting of the Vestry before the report is adopted. I cannot 
help expressing my opinion that to decide on the plan in favour of 
Mr. Train will be a gross injustice to the other applicants, and a 
disadvantage to the parish. 

Mr. WiNGFiELD : I certainly think publicity was given to the 
application of Mr. Train not less than four or five weeks ago« I 
saw it in five or six different papers myself, and I can see no reason, 
therefore, why decision shall be postponed, and cannot think boii- 
it is possible the London General Omnibus Company can say they 
knew nothing about the question only till a few days ago. The 
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committee agreed to a resolution to recommend Mr, Train's 
application over six iveeks ago, at all eyents I shall support the 
motion. 

Mr. Babdelbt questioned the legality of carrying out the proposal 
without an Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Hallam: An expression fell from Mr. Brooks that I am 
sorry to hear, which was, that it woald he great injustice to the 
other applicants to decide now in favour of Mr. Train's application. 
Now I maintain, Mr Chairman, that if you do not accept Mr. Train's 
proposal, after the explicit and handsome manner in which he has 
made it, and the length of time it has heen hefore us, you will be 
doing him a great injustice. — (Hear, hear.) No reasonable person 
present can deny that that gentleman has laid his plaos before us 
in a most open and worthy manner, and it would be most unfair to 
delay the question any longer. . But certain persons having heard of 
the danger to their interests, come and appeal to us to defer our 
opinions, and for why ? I say that the London General Omnibus 
Company have not the shadow of a claim upon us. — (Hear, hear.^ 
Instead of producing any definite proposal for our consideration, 
they ask us for delay, and are we to act dishonestly with Mr. Train 
just to consult their interests ? I do most sincerely hope the com- 
mittee will not stultify themselves by acceding to their request. 

Mr. DTffangeb, jun., thought the seconder of the amendment 
wanted delay to throw the principle overboard altogether. He 
should be very sorry to interfere with the plan of Mr. Curtis, or 
that of anybody else, and would not, under any circumstance, support 
the resolution, if he thought any one would be unjustly injured 
thereby ; but it must be borne in mind this was not actually adopt- 
ing the plan for any length of time, but simply allowing an experi- ' 
ment. — (Hear.) If it were otherwise, he should perhaps object to 
the resolution, but they did not contemplate anything of the sort. 
The scheme had been in operation in Paris, as well as in America, 
and at Birkenhead. They copied many things from the French, and 
why not copy this, for he was sure no harm could accrue. Whatever 
it-might result in, he considered it was perfectly safe on their part 
t& grant the proposal. — (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Grange had a duty to perform to the ratepayers, and that 
was to take their opinion upon ihe subject, which could be done if 
they postponed their decision, without any party being injured by 
the delay. Mr. Train said he was in no hurry, and therefore, he 
(Mr. Grange) wanted to know why they could not wait till the 
Victoria Street experiment had been carried out. He expressed his 
determination to vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Wm. Potter maintained that if delays were encouraged, 
Ittoy never would do any business ; and if they were to wait for the 
London General Omnibus Company to lay down tbeir plans, they 
might wait for ever. — (Hear, hear.) Here was an experiment pro- 
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posed by Mr. Train, calculated to confer a great amount of good, 
and he thought they ought to adopt it. It appeared to have been 
successfully tried in England and America, and Mr. Train had under- 
taken it at his own risk and expense, and he did not see that they 
could do better than to adopt the plan at once. 

Mr. Temple believed, if by a little delay, they could arrive at an 
unanimous vote upon the qiiestion, it would be much for the best, as 
it would tend to smash the acrimonious feeling that too often pre- 
vailed in bodies of this kind. That while he was prepared to 
concede a fortnight, he was not to decide at once. 

Mr. Overton thought the Omnibus Company, through their repre- 
sentative, Mr. Wilkinson, as well as Mr. Curtis, had no definite and 
satisfactory plan to lay before them. He considered Mr. Wilkinson 
had answered most evasively — (Loud cries of hear, hear) — as to 
the course they would adopt if the privilege they asked was granted; 
but in the case of Mr. Train, the principle was clearly, and to his 
mind, most satisfactorily defined ; and if after that they delayed, 
that gentleman might say with a very good grace, — especially if 
the committee happened to approve of the experiment about to be 
tried in Victoria Street, — that he should call upon that Vestry for 
any expenses he might incur for laying his plan down in this 
parish — (Hear, hear) — whereas, it might now be done without any 
cost or risk of any kind to them^ If the Omnibus Company thought 
fit to make a further application, the same privilege could be granted 
to them, and the public would not be long in deciding as to which 
plan they thought the best 

Mr. Herring replied : He said he certainly considered that by 
moving his resolution he did ua act of injustice to Mr. Curtis nor 
to the London General Omnibus Company, buf a simple act of fair- 
ness to Mr Train. — (Hear, hear.)^ He contended that gentleman's 
remarks on the present occasion were in tune with his application — 
open and satisfactory to the highest degree — and in the most straight*' 
forward way he invited the Omnibus Company and others to come 
against him if they liked, and simply asked the Vestry to allow 
him to do what he was prepared to pay for. (Hear, hear.) He was 
surprised lo hear Mr. Grange, who had been so long in that Vestry, 
talk about further postponing the matter, as he said, to consult the 
ratepayers; why Mr. Grange, with all his experience, did not seem to 
understand how to study the interests of the ratepayers (Hear) ; for 
besides other advantages which Mr. Train's plan proposed to do, it 
would be a saving to the parish roads of from 20 to 30 per cent. 

The amendment was dxen put to the meeting and negatived. — 
Noes, 11 ; Ayes, 5. 

Mr. Brooks next moved as a second amendment—" That in con- 
sequence of the short notice given to the various applicants who are 
applying for the use of the road to lay down tramways, the further 
consideration of the subject be deferred until this day fortnight," 
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Mr. FiLMER seconded this ameDdment, which was also negatived, 
and the resolution was carried amidat loud applause, with hut three 
dissentient votes^ 

The meeting then dissolved. 



SECOND MEETINQ OF THE VESTRY. 



At a meeting of the Vestry held at the Court House, Marjlehoue 
Lane, on Saturday, Octoher 18th, 1860, under the' presidency of 
Mr. Churchwarden Carr, the report from the committee of the 
11th instant, was suhmitted for adoption. 

The numhers present, including the chairman, as ahove, were— 
Messrs. Braess. Smy, Elliott, Oarr, Friar, Wingfield, Langley, 
Hutchons, E. Hodges, Cole, W. Potter, Nodes, Perry, Thorpe, 
J. S. W. Herring, Overton, Tavener, W. Griffiths, A. Brown, 
Knight, Gimson, Hallandall, Filmer, Simms, Head, Burritt, Field, 
Dlffanger, jun., Nicholay, Chestennan, Abrahams. Jackson, Bird, 
W. R. Williams, Brooks, Sanders, Baddeley, Row, Story, King, jun., 
R. Hodges, Hickman, Taylor, Rutherford, G. Smith, Kirkman, 
Freeth, J. Smith, Wenmoth, Weston, Corvan, Longman, Pearman, 
Hutton, T. Potter, Watson, Neate, Professor Marks, Murwin, 
Scotcher, Belton, Myers, Green, Morris, Markby, Law, Bascomb, 
Powell, Huggard, Mason, D'Iffanger, sen., and J. H. Cave 

The minutes of the pre'^ous board being confirmed, 

A deputation of Messrs. Edington, Buckenham, and two other 
tradesmen attended, and nresented to the Vestry the following 
memorial— " ^ 

" To the Vestry df St. Marylehone. 

" Gentlemen, — We, the undersigned inhabitants of Baker Street, 
having learnt that a project for laying an omnibus tramroad down this 
street is now imder your deliberations, we beg respectfully to express 
our strongest objections to the plan, and earnestly solicit your kind 
consideration of our interests, which would be much injured by its being 
done, as we believe it would be Tery injurious to the character and comfe^ 
of the street ; nor would fulfil, in our belief, any of the advantages said to 
be possessed by such a plan. But that, in addition to many other objections 
which it would be intruding on your time to enumerate, we believe the 
noise and number of the omnibuses would be much increased, and instead 
of public convenience being administered to, it would be materially in- 
jured in many ways, amongst which, if the number of the omnibuses 
are increased (which we again say we think they would be), the con- 
fusion and noise would be seriously augmented. Should they diminish 
the intervals between the running of the omnibuses it would be seriously 
felt by persons in business, and for every passenger -having to leave an 
omniDus or to go to one in the middle of a crowded thoroughfare,' will 
be dangerous and diificult. Humbly hoping ypji will be pleased to con- 
sider our interests before you give vour sanction to such a plan, we are, 
gentlemen, your obedient servants." 
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There were fifty-one signatures appended to the memorial. 

The CHATRMikN desired to know if the deputation had anything 
further to add to the memorial ? 

Mr, BucKBNHAM, a member of the deputation « said the principal 
object he and the deputation had in coming before that Board was 
to solicit them to- adjourn the consideration of this question for a 
fortnight, in order tp enable the inhabitants resident along the line 
of route, it was proposed that these tramways should take, to express 
their feelings upon the subject. It was felt by many that these 
proposed tramways running through such thoroughfares as Baker 
Street and Gloucester Place would depreciate the value of the house 
property at least 26 per cent. So far as Baker Street was concerned, 
fine shops had been opened, and they were doing all they could to 
convert it into a first-class business street. They were under a 
strong impression that if the system of street railroads was adopted, 
such object would be wholly and entirely defeated, because the 
aristocracy would no doubt leave the neighbourhood, and carry the 
trade of Baker Street elsewhere. Another great objection to street 
railways, so far as Baker Street was concerned^ was the fact that 
it was not of sufficient width for such railway. If there were 
any means on the part of the Vestry to give a greater width of road, 
then the objection would not be so great. Under existing circum* 
stances, however, they had an impression that these^ street tramways 
would not only be dangerous to the public, but of great injury to 
the traders ; and, therefore, they asked the Vestry to postpone the 
consideration of the question for a fortnight, so that they might have 
an opportunity of canvassing the feelings and opinions of those who 
were so deeply interested, namely, the inhabitants of the respective 
thoroughfares throt^^h which it was proposed the line should pass. 

Mr. J. S. W. HEB&iNa wished to ask the deputation what sort of 
a canvass it was they intended to make ? Was it a canvass for the 
specific purpose of opposing the introduction of the tramway; or was it 
simply a canvass for the purpose of obtaining a fair expression of 
public opinion ? 

Mr. Edington, another member of the deputation, said they 
required that which, he thought the representative body would 
consider the ratepayers fairly entitled to, viz., time to consider the 
subject, and to understand what the real character of these proposed 
tramways was, before they were imposed upon them, probably to the 
great detriment of their property and business. 

Mr. J. S. W. Herring desired to know of the deputation if they 
had heard of or seen the plan and application laid before the Vestry 
by Mr. Train ? 

Mr. Edingtok had neither seen the plan or application of Mr. 
Train upon the subject. 

Mr. FiLMER : Tou only wish to have time; a fortnight to consider 
the matter, and communicate with others in the proposed line of route? 
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Hr. EDnStatoH : Exactly, sir. 

Mr. Hebrino wished to know of the deputatioo if they asked for 
the adjoarnmenl of the question to consider the matter deliberately 
and honestly, or to organize an opposition in order to make a 
canvass of the parish to oppose it ?— ^Hear, hear.) 

The deputation not having answered the question to the satis- 
faction of Mr. Herring) he persisted in putting it, and calling for a 
direct answer. 

Mr. VALEMTtNB Knight said, if he understood the object of the 
deputation, it was, that any decision should be postponed for a fort- 
night by the Vestry, in order that they might have an opportunity 
of expressing an opinion upon the subject in which they were, no 
doubt, peculiarly interested. If that was so, it was a very reasonable 
application. 

The deputation acquiesced in the views of Mr. Knight, and having 
retired, 

Mr. CoLB moved that the application of the deputation be ac- 
ceded to. 

The Chaibman ruled that such a motion was out of order. 

Mr. Fii^KffiB moved that the deputation be informed that when 
the subject came before the Board their proposal would be taken 
into consideration. 

Mr. WiNGFiELB seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The deputation was then called in, and the chairman informed 
them of the resolution, and added, he had no doubt but that their 
views as to time would be carried out.— (Disorder, and cries of no, 
and hear, and " That is not fair, Mr. Chairman.*') 

Mr. Qrbenwbll, the vestry clerk, at the request of the chair, 
read the report from the committee appointed to consider the 
various plans for street railways referred to them by the Board at 
the previous meeting. 

The report stated that the committee which had previously reported 
on this subject had, in consequence of the resolution of the Board at 
its previous sitting, again held a meeting for the purpose of further 
investigating the plans and proposals previously made by Mr. Train, 
by the General Omnibus Company, and by Mr. Curtis, whose pro- 
posal was to have carriages with flanges so constructed that they 
could be enabled to run off the tramway and across the common 
road like ordinary vehicles. That the committee met, and elicited 
from the solicitor of the London General Omnibus Company, that 
they would not be prepared with any plans to submit for a fortnight, 
and Mr. Curtis stated that he would not be in a position to lay bis 
plans fully before them for a month. Mr. Train, however, was pre- 
pared with the plans he had previously submitted, and also expressed 
bis willingness at once to enter into bonds to lay down his tramways 
within a given time, and to take them up again at his own expense, 
upon notice by the Vestry that they desired them to be discontinued. 
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The committee saw no necessity for delay, and, therefore, again re- 
commended that Mr. Train *s plan be adopted, and his offer accepted. 
Upon the motion of Mr. Hutchons, it was ordered to go on the 
agendfiu Whereupon Mr. Herring moved, and Mr. E. Hodges 
seconded, that the report be considered as second business next 
Saturday, which was carried by a large majority. 

The letter of extended proposals from Mr. Train, which is given 
in full in the Committee Meeting Report, was next submitted to this 
meeting by Mr. Greenwell. 

It was moved by Mr. Hodg^, and seconded by Mr. Tavener, that 
this communication be referred to the same committee as the former 
application. 

Professor Mabks desired to know if Mr. Train would give ample 
security ? 

Mr. Herring : Yes, he will give you the best security, — viz., 
gold from the Bank of England. — (Loud cries of Hear, hear.) 
The resolution was carried. 

The Chairman intimated, that as the committee had performed 
the duties required of them, a re-appointment would be necessary. 

Mr. Hodges said, that he begged leave to move the re-appoint- 
ment of that committee, which now consisted of forty -two members, 
and he thought that it would be fully competent to deal with this 
question. It was the same committee as that which had sat on the 
Metropolitan Underground Eailway question, and up to last Satur- 
day it consisted of twenty-nine members. Gentlemen, however, 
thought that it was not large enough (laughter), -so they added 
thirteen names more — (*' Hear," and a laugh.) He did not. object 
to this addition of names, but be did hope that the report of such 
a committee would be respected. 

Mr. Freeth seconded the motion, with the addition that Mr. 
Train's new proposals be entered upon the minutes. 

Mr. Joseph Bird wished to know whether Mr. Train had obtained 
th^ consent of other parishes to run his rails through as well as 
Marylebone ? 

Mr. E. HoDGEs said he had obtained permission to run a line 
through Victoria Street, Westminster. - 

Mr. Bird said he was aware of that ; but what he meant was, if 
he had obtained the consent of the parishes abutting upon the 
south side of Oxford-street ? 

Mr. Hodges said he could not answer that question, nor was he 
aware that such sanction was necessary. 

The motion was carried n$m con, and this terminated the proceed- 
ings at that meeting. 
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SPECIAL MEETING IN OPPOSITION TO 

STREET RAILWAYS^ 



On Friday evening, October 19th, 1860, a meeting, convened 
by a few vestrymen and ratepayers, actively promoted by Mr. 
Brooks, a vestryman and inhabitant of Edgware Road, took place at 
the Diocesan^ School-Rooms, Nutford Place, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the application of Mr. George Francis Train, then before 
the parochial representative council, to lay down a tramway along 
the Edgware Road. About eighty persons were present, amongst 
whom were Mr. Churchwarden Carr, Messrs. W. Brooks, J. 
Warrington, J. Crotch, W. Hagger, G. Barker, W. Robson, T. 
Booty, R. Hilderi W. Neal, J. Viret, S. Cole, and W. G. Bird. 

Mr. W. G. BiKD, a tradesman of the neighbourhood, was unani- 
mously called to the chair; and, in opening the proceedings, said he 
was quite ignorant of the merits of the various schemes for laying 
down tramways, offered to the Vestry of Marylebone f6r adoption. 
But the proposal of Mr. Train to lay dowa street railway in the 
Edgware Road, was a very important matter for the consideration of 
those present. The omnibuses to run on the tram would hold sixty 
persons, and be the means of lessening the trade of other omnibuses 
of a more convenient character. The roads, they all knew, were 
now un^er the control of the Vestry for laying d6wn or taking up 
gas and water pipes ; but if Mr. Train's application was granted, he 
would be master bf the roads, and a diflBculty would perhaps arise, 
as the taking up of the roads would be a serious inconvenience to his 
plan. If ony one was to lay down trams, it ougl^t to be the Viestry, 
and no individual speculator. 

The following resolution was moved by .Mr. Hagger, and seconded 
by. Mr. Crotch — " That this meeting, having .ascertained that a pro- 
position is now before theVestry of St. Marylebone to lay down tram 
railway through the Edgware Road, this meeting beg to enter their 
earnest protest against any such scheme, believing the adoption of 
which would most seriously injure the interests of, the inhabitants, 
and impede the general trafiBc of the roadi" Whereupon. 

An amendment was proposed by Mr. Warrington, Vestryman of 
Paddington, and inhabitant of Edgware Road,. and seconded by .Mr. 
Cleary — " That it be a recommendation to the Vestry to permit Mr. 
Train to lay down tramways through the Edgware Road." 

Several addresses having been delivered by the promoters of the 
meeting and others in support of the resolution, condemnatory 
of street railways, the sense of thQ meeting was then taken, the 
amendment was negatived, and resolution was carried, 

A deputation was then appointed to attend the next meeting of 
the Vestry, to present the foregoing resolution. 

The usual compliment to the chair closed the proceedings. 
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THIRD MEETING OF THE VESTRY. 



EXCITED DEBATE. 

The meeting of the above Vestry, held at the Court House, Mary- 
lebone Lane, on Saturday, October 20d]i, 1860, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration a second report of the Committee, appointed 
to further consider the application of Mr. Train for permission to 
lay down street railways in certain portions of this parish, reoom* 
mending that the said application be granted, was of a most excited 
and lengthened character, unparalleled in the parochial annals of 
the metropolis. The gentlemen present on this occasion were 
Mr. Churchwarden Carr in the chair, Messrs. Field, Elliott, Smy, 
Carr, Overton, Tavener, Langley, Hutchons, Brooks, Matthews, 
DTffanger, sen., Watts, Morris, Thorpe, Gimson, Cole, E. Hodges, 
Hickman, Hallandall, Soden, Burritt, T. Griffiths, Nodesi, Wm. 
Potter, Rev. C. J. P. Eyre, Sir John Anson, bart., Jackson, Powell, 
Badd&ley, Filmer, Braess, Sanders, Litchfield, Storey, Bird, Brown, 
W. R. Williams, Head, Scotcher, King, jun,, Corvan, Grange, 
Windus, Alderman Salomons, M.P., Hutton, T. Potter, Rutherford, 
Hendry, Holcombe, Marshall, Longman, Hall, Mason, Hallam, 
Rev. J. H. Gurney, Markby, Taylor, Gr^en, Barratt, Professor 
Marks, Smith, Sims, J« S. W* Herring, Russell, R. Hodges, Field, 
Betting, Pritchard, Myers, J. H. Cave, Huggard, Weston, Freeth, 
Wenmoth, Row, Kirkman, Guy, Knight, Stower, Lane, J. Smith, 
Neate, Belton, W. Griffiths, A. Brown, Babbage, Abrahams, Ray, 
Pearman, Unwin, Burton, Law, Dr. Pett, and Keene. 

The minutes of the previous Board having been read. 

The Chairman, in calling the attention of the meeting to the 
subject of street railways, said, there were so many deputations to 
present memorials and address them in opposition to Mr. Train *s 
application to lay down tramways in the parish, that he feared it 
would last the whole day. 

, Upon the motion of Mr. Hodges, seconded by Mr. Josepli Bird, 
the applications from the deputations for an interview with the 
Vestry were ordered to be read. 

Mr, Greenwbll, the vestry clerk, then read the following appli- 
cations — Deputation of ratepayers from Edgware Road desire an 
interview with the Vestry to present a resolution of a public meeting 
against tramroads, and to address the Board with a view to oppose 
the same. 

Deputation from Baker Street, of Mr. Edington and others, to 
address the Board on the subject of tramroads, with a view to oppose 
the same. 
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Deputation from Portman Street, of Mr. Cooper and others, for 
the same purpose, and to present memorial. 

Deputation from Oxford Street, of Messrs. Whitmoro and Bingley, 
for the same purpose. 

Deputation from Wigmore Street, of Messrs. Debenbam, Daniel, 
Foster, and others, for the same purpose. 

Deputation from Dorset Place, of Mr. Hutchons and others, for 
the same purpose. 

Deputation from Baker Street, of Messrs. Weeks, Martin, Taylor, 
Garrod, and others, for the same purpose. 

Mr. Todd, of Wellington Road, desired an interview to address 
the Vestry, for the same purpose. 

Mr. Philip Hardwick, agent for Lord Portman, for the same 
purpose. 

Mr. C. N. Wilde, solicitor for Lord Portman, for the same pur- 
pose. 

Mr. Baily, agent for Duke of Portland, for the same ptirpo^e. 

Mr. GuMBEBLEDGE, Solicitor for Duke of Portland, for the same 
purpose. 

It having been unanimously resolved to grant the foregoing re- 
quests, the various deputations and individuals were then admitted ; 
they were so numerous, that some difficulty was experienced in 
finding sufficient accommodation. The gallery was also (l^bwded 
with ratepayers. The order of proceedings having been determined, 

Mr. Grbekwell commenced by reading the following memorials ; 
of which, inasmuch as they were all to one effect, we only give the 
following in full : — 

1st. The Memorial of the rateyayers of St. Marylebone, and 
inhabitant householders of Gloucester Place, Poitman Square — 

** Gentlemen, — Having been informed that a scheme has been sub- 
mitted to the Yestry of St Marylebone for laying a tramway for omnibuses 
down some of the streets of the parish, and that the street in which we 
reside is included in the plan so submitted, we beg on our own behalf, 
and on behalf of our tieighbours, to represent to your honourable Board 
that traffic of this description, invading a street which has been hitherto 
Talued for its quietness, will interfere with the comfort of the inhabitants 
and will seriously affect the value of their houses. We have reason to 
believe persons who have invested capital in the improvement of their 
houses will make the necessary sacrifices, and give notice to quit the day 
after permission shall be granted to break up the street. We know well 
that private interest must yield to public convenience, when a clear case 
is made out in favour of some projected improvement ; but we are at a 
loss to perceive what is to be gamed for the community at large by this 
substitution of monster omnibuses for the smaller ones, which run at 
present in such numbers, at such a pace, and at such a rate of charge, 
as to meet the requirements of all classes. In the absence of any such 
recommendation, we submit to your honourable Board that an experi- 
ment of this description is calculated to have an injurious effect upon the 

B 2 



52 

financial oondition of the pariBli. Speaking of one street alone, we be- 
lieve that the rental wonld speedily be reduced by many^ thousands a. 
year, and the rates at present leyied on the higher rental must be laid, 
of course, on the ratepayers at large. We, therefore, earnestly beg your 
honourable Board to reject Mr. Train's proposal, and to leaye the car- 
riage-way nndistnrbed, which is qnite adequate, in its present condition, 
to all our wants, and to the wants of those who trayerse our street from 
end to end.!' 

Qnd. Memorial from Wigmore Street, Edwards Street, and Lower 
Seymour Street. The first signed by 55 honseholders, the second 
'26, and the third 13, protesting oo the ground of insufficient width 
of the streets, now frequently blocked up during the summer months 
with superabundant traffic from carriages, aiid of depreciation of 
property. 

3rd. Memorial from Upper Gloucester Place, Upper Gloucester 
Street, and Dorset Place, totally signed by 60 householders, protest- 
ing on the ground of its being injurious to the character and comfort 
of these streets, that the number of omnibuses would be much in- 
creased, and Dublic convenience injured in many ways, which it would 
be intruding upon the time of the Vestry to enumerate. 

4th. Memorial from Park Terrace, Regent's Park, signed by 20 
householders, who represented they had heard ef this contemplated 
tramway with considerable alarm, as their road was only about 
twenty-seven feet wide opposite their dwellings ^ it would therefore 
create considerable confusion, vdthout any advantage, and detri- 
mental to the interests of the householders. Such a scheme they 
considered to be totally unnecessary and uncalled for. , 

5th. Memorial from Portman Street, signed by ^0 householders, ex- 
t pressing their strong objection to the proposed tramway of Mr. Train 
in their street, from insufficient width, for that and the private car- 
riages (for which they claimed that this was one of the principal 
thoroughfares), and thereby lead to serious accidents and stoppages 
of traffic. 

6th. Memorial from Faker Street, York Place, and Upper Baker 
Street, signed by 56 householders, in addition to the signatures ob- 
tained and presented at the previous sitting of the Vestry, when 
the memorial was at first presented. 

7th. Memorial from Dorset Square, signed by 30 householders. 

8th. Memorial from Oxford Street, signed by 72 householders. 

9th.Memorial from Cavendish Square and Place, signed by 7 
householders in the former, and 5 in the latter, protesting on the 
ground of an invasion of the privacy, and thereby driving the present 
inhabitants from their premises directly the scheme is put into 
operation. 

Mr. Greenwell next read the followiDg communication : — 

27, Boltan Street, PiccadiUy, 

' October 19, 1860. 

Sib, 

We understand from Mrs. Tudor, the lessee and occupier 
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of No. 41, Portman Square, that there is a project on foot for 
building a railway through. Portman Square, and down little Seymour 
Street, for 'the purpose of running monster omnibuses. Mrs. Tudor's 
house is the comer of Portman Square and Little Seymour Street, and 
thus her house will have the tramway on two sides of it ; which, from 
the traffic it may bring, willb^ the greatest annoyance and inconvenience 
to her, independently of the discomfort that will be caused each time 
her carriage crosses the rails. If the project is carried out, the results 
we feel perfectly certain will be, that the property in the neighbourhood 
will be very greatly depreciated in value. We are sure that Mrs. Tudor 
would never renew the lease of her house under the circumstances. 
We, therefore, on the part of Mrs. Tudor protest most strongly arainst 
the proposed plan, and we shall feel .greatiy obliged if you would have 
the kindness to place this letter l)efore the Vestry B9ard. 

We are, Sir, 

Yours resneotfully, 

W. E. Qxeenwell, Esq., T. F. & H. Walfoed. 

Vestry Offices, Marylebone Lane. 

Mr. Hardwick, as the agent of Lord Portman, was the first to 
address the meeting. He said it was but three or four days since 
that the contemplated sanction of the Vestry to this proposal of Mr. 
Train bad come within the knowledge of himself and colleague, as 
the agents of Lord Portman ; and it did appear most surprising that 
yie Vestry should take into their consideration such a monstrous 
proposal. — (Hear, hear, and " Oh.") He had, without delay, com- 
manicated with his lordship upon it, giving him as much information 
as it was possible in so short a time for Lord Portman to obtain ; 
and he (Mr. Hardwick) had to thank Mr. Greenwell, the vestry 
clerk, very much for a considerable amount of information of their 
proceedings he had obtained through that gentleman to give to Lord 
Portman, in order that his lordship might make up his mind upon 
the question ; and to prevent any misunderstanding as to that noble- 
man's views, he had a written statement drawn up for the informa- 
tion of the meeting, from which he would read : — •* The attention of 
Lord Portman has been called to an application made to the Vestry 
of St. Marylebone by Mr. George Francis Train, an American en- 
gineer, for liberty to lay down lines of railway from Oxford Street 
to the New Road, passing through Portman Square, Gloucester Street, 
and several other streets on the Portman estate, now occupied for 
private residences. It appears to his lordship, after careful inquiry, 
that the proposed plan would, if permitted to be carried* into efiFect, 
be productive of such serious injury to his tenants and the inhabi- 
tants generally, that he feels bound to take the earliest opportunity 
of stating the strong objections which he considered to exist against 
the adoption in Marylebone of any such scheme as that which has 
been brought forward by Mr. Train, and to request that a matter 
involving such important results may not be determined upon with- 
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out a more careful inYestigation tban it has hitherto received, and an 
opportunity afforded to the inhabitants of expressing their views. 
Without at present entering into the question whether tramways for 
omnibuses may be introduced into the great thoroughfares with 
advantage to the public, his lordship considers that such an altera- 
tion in the mode of using streets, as the laying down of a railway 
would involve, ought not to be attempted to be carried into effect 
without the authority of an Act of Parliament. The application for 
such an Act would secure a proper investigation of the matter with 
an opportunity for all parties interested of being fairly heard ; and 
without the power of restricting the use of the railway (which an Act 
of Parliament alone could give), it seems obvious that the railway 
could not be effectually used for the proposed purposes. Adverting 
to the particular plan under consideration, his lordship is surprised 
to find that it should have been at all entertained, for it appears that 
though Mr. Train purposes to lay down the railway at his own ex- 
pense, be does not propose to make it the property of the parish, or 
to deprive himself of the power of removing it when it has answered 
the purposes which he has in view. It would appear from this, and 
the expressions in his letter, that his object is to lay down the rail- 
way as a trial line-!-probably for the purpose of exhibiting his patent 
carriage. But his. lordship cannot think that the Vestry will allow 
the comfoit of the inhabitants to be interrupted, and their property 
injured, for the purpose of trying any such experiment ; and that 
they will feel the propriety of at least postponing the matter, in order 
to afford time for further consideration, and ascertaining by experi- 
ence, the effect of the railway in the other parts of London, where, his 
lordship is informed, it has already been contracted to be laid down. 
It is right, however, to state, that if the Vestry should determine on 
taking a different course, his lordsbip will consider it his duty to 
take the necessary legal proceedings to prevent the inhabitants 
being interrupted in the free use of the public streets by the laying 
down of the, railway in them as proposed." He (Mr. H^rdwick) 
could have obtained memorials to oppose this scheme from his 
neighbours and others, numerously signed,- had he liked to have 
done so. If the Veatry did such a suicidal act as that now before 
them, he had no hesitation in telling them, as an agent for a most 
important estate in Marylebone, they would net only do that a 
most serious injury, but would also materially injure the parish at 
lai^e. 

Mr. WiLPB, the solicitor of Lord Fortman, said, with the per- 
mission of the Vestry, he would add a few observations on the argu- 
ment Mr. HardwidL had addr^sed to them. He would say his 
astonishment quite equalled Mr. Hardwlck's. How such a n^nstrous 
proposal could be for a moment entertained by that Vestry, he was 
totally at a loss to perceive. — (Cheers, and Oh, oh.) And after look- 
ing around him, anid seeing the numerous respectable and highly in- 
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flaential deputations from yarious parts of the parishi and hearing the 
sensible and forcible reasons set forth in the inanj memorials just read 
by their vestry clerk> he coald not see how they would poesvbly sano- 
tion il^ however favourable the Yestry might be inclined to, what 
appeared to his miod such an unreasonable B(^me. His legal view 
of the cas^ was most unsatisfactory for the interests of the parish. 
Although Mr. Train proposed to lay this system of street travelling 
down at his own risk and expense, he did not propose to give the 
parish the privilege of taking to the road, and when he looked into 
that, the supposition of advantage to the parish, that at first appeared 
vanished, and he maintained, as a lawyer^ if that letter he held in his 
hand from Mr. Train was his proposition, and the only offer to the 
Yestry, the terms were not at all saUsfactory, or such as the parish 
had a right to expect. How then could they permit the carrying out 
of such a scheme with such uncertain conditions. He had a pamphlet 
publbhed by Mr. Train, in his hand, and from it he would read one 
of the elements of Mr. Train a proposition to the commissioners of 
Birkenhead. '' The commissioners to have the right of purchasing 
the track, stock, &c., at an equitable valuation, within such time, and 
upon such terms as may be mutually agi«ed upon." As far as he had 
ascertained no such proposition had been submitted in the present 
instance; but Mr. Tnun simply asked for a trial line. Now he 
(Mr. Wilde) would ask that Yestry if they could prudently allow 
Marylebone to be the place for a trial line? — (Hear, hear.) Ho 
maintained if such a trial line was to be permitted at all, it ought not 
to be in the important thoroughfares of that parish. Let it be first 
tried in Yictoria Street, where it could be curried out without any 
obstruction. — (Hear, hear, and applause.) They had got along some 
centuries without this system, and he could not see it was so urgent, 
and therefore he hoped, some gentleman present would move for its 
postponement, until it had been fairly tried elsewhere. — (Hear, hear.)«^ 
Common sense pointed out that an Act of Parliament was absolutely 
necessary, and when they considered the numbers of heavily laden carts 
traversing their streets, and a London General Omnibus Oompany to 
contend with, was it likely that innumerable obstructions would not be 
raised against the scheme. As for the carts, Mr. Train might succeed 
with politeness to get the carter to move out of the way — (a laugh) — '- 
but he thought a driver ^f one of the London Qeneral Omnibus 
Company *B Omnibuses would not be so ready to comply. — (Loud cries 
of Hear hear, and laughter.) He believed tho opinion of Sir 
Benjamin Hall was worth some consideration with that Yestry, and 
through the kindness of Mr. Train, he was enabled to give it from 
one of that gentleman's pamphlets. He (Sir B. Hall) had maturely 
considered this plan, and of all the monstrous propositions which had 
ever been made or presented to Parliament, this was the worst. The 
right honourable baronet ridiculed the idea of setting up the tramways 
in the Champs Elysees, or in New York, or New Orleansi as an 
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example, as they bore no analogy to the thoroughfares of the metropolis. 
He (Mr. Wilde) next read, from the same pamphlet, the opinion of 
Mr. Mills, a Birkenhead commissioner, to show the necessity of going 
to Parliament to carry out such a scheme successfully. That idea 
pervaded the minds of the London General Omnibus Company in 
1857, when they were induced to go to Parliament upon the same 
matter. Mr. Train himself, well advised as he had been, no doubt 
knew the necessity of going to Parliament. His (Mr. Wilde's) legal 
opinion was, that the Yestry really did not possess the power to grant 
this application, unless there was some section of the Act of Parliament 
that he was noi aware of, different to the Metropolitan Regulation Act. 
He here ventured to say, the Vestry could not entertain it, for their 
jurisdiction in the paving of the roads did not apply to this, as a rail- 
way could not be fairly considered as at all approximating to a pave- 
ment. An Act of Parliament was imperatively necessary, and on 
that ground Lord Portman would take legal proceedings. He did 
trust the Vestry would not entertain this proposal of Mr. Train, and 
permit Lord Portman to put the parish to an expense. 

Mr. Bailt, agent to the Duke of Portland, could hardly brinp: 
himself to think it possible such a project would be entertained, for he 
did heartily believe that nothing so suicidal could be accomplished in 
that parish. It had been the greatest possible difficulty, for some 
years past, to keep in Marylebone such desirable residents as those of 
Belgravia, Tybumia, and other fashionable localities. — (Hear, hear.) 
Becently, however, great, efforts had been accomplished, and with 
tolerable success, in this respect ; and all the large landowners in the 
parish would fully agree with him in t^e difficulty of effecting it ; 
and he pmyed that the Vestry would not destroy, by one blow, the 
present prospects for some Improvement, by entertaining this proposal. 
Another important reason why they should discard this proposal was, 
that in a few years the leases of the buildings in Portland Place would 
fall in ; and it behoved them, in consulting the material prosperity of 
the parish, not to permit this extensive property to be depreciated bj 
this scheme running through it. The tradesmen along Baker Street, 
and other parta of the parish, also deserved. the greatest consideration 
for their enormous expenditure in the improvement of their shops. 
Two years ago he went through Canada and the United States, 
and visited most of the large cities ; but these leviathan omnibuses, 
proposed to be run by Mr. Train, he saw in no city, except iu 
Boston and New York. All the pleasurable associations of a New 
Yorker were centred in Broadway, but they had no tramway 
tliere, — they would scout such a project with the greatest concern* 
(Hear, hear, and oh!) Certainly there were two or three streets in 
that city, something like our New Cut, where tramways were in opera-' 
tion. But the inhabitants of Broadway, and, in fact, any New Yorkeij, 
would not dream of committing such a suicidal act — as, no doubt, it 
would be— for Broadway. — (Hear, hear.) Li what he had said he 
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vrished to be distinctlj understood, that not in any way was he communi- 
cating the sentiments of the Duke of Portland. He had not an op- 
|M>rtunity of consulting his grace, for he only arrived in town yesterday ; 
but he thought he might go so far as to say, this was his grace's 
opinion, which, he belie>ed, was really the opinion of the whole parish. 

Mr. CuMBERLBDGE, in endorsing the statement of his colleague 
said, as a resident in Marylebone for thirty years, he fancied now, 
in the letting of property to desirable tenants re-action was begin- 
ning, which he feared would be destroyed by the introduction of 
this street railway. If they gaye greater facilities for omnibus 
traffic in such streets as Barley Street, Yere Street, and others^ 
they would be very materially injured in the value of their pro- 
perty, as it would be a means of driving away the private residents 
of those streets ; and if they got rid of their private residents, the 
tradesmen must go with them. He concluded by hoping sufficient 
time, at least, would be given for mature consideration of this propo- 
sition, which he believed was fraught with ruin to the Duke of 
Portland's estate. 

Mr. Geoboe Bibd, of Edgware Boad, as chairman of a public 
meeting held in Nutford Place the previous evening, presented the 
following resolution, which had been adopted with two dissentient 
votes: — ** That this meeting, having ascertained that a proposition is 
now before the Vestry of Si. Marylebone, for permission to lay down 
tram railways through the Edgware Road, this meeting beg to enter 
their earnest protest against any such scheme, believing the adoption 
of which would most seriously injure the interests of the inhabitants, 
and impede the general traffic of the. road." 

Mr. Whitmoee had the honour of attending as one of a deputation 
from Oxford Street, to present a memorial against the scheme, signed 
by 72 householders, mostly obtained that morning. Be never knew 
the inhabitants of the street more united in their opposition. They 
possessed, he hoped, no narrow minds against any novel invention for 
public advantage, and if a clear case had been here made out, they 
would not have been there that day to oppose it. But so crowded and 
narrow a thoroughfare as Oxford Street would not admit of it ; and it 
was totally impossible that the public could travel with any convenience, 
there at least, unless an Act of Parliament was obtained. — (Hear, hear ) 
Be would ask if that Board were prepared to render up, as would be 
the case if this application was granted, a part of its public way to 
the control of a private individual. He did hope that the Vestry 
would pause before they introduced the scheme of street railways, 
until at all events, they bad seen how it operated elsewhere. 

Mr. Weeks, of Baker Street, said one of their great objections 
there was the want of width. In their canvass for signatures to their 
memorial in York Place, they only found one peison who refused to sign. 
In Baker Street the pref ious week 51 were obtained in two or three hours. 

Mr. BucsBMHAH, of Baker Street, said : Mr. Weeks and himself^ 
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in the course of their canyaaS) waited upon Mr* Waddington, Under 
Secretary of State, who ezprewed his belief that the Vestrj had not 
the power of granting the application^ and was ready to assist in the 
opposition by every possible means* 

The Hev. J. H. GuaNBY said they had succeeded in obtaining all 
but four signatures to their memorial out of 112 houses composing 
Gloucester Place. 

Mr. Ooops&y of the Portman Street deputation, concurred in the 
opposition offered by the f>receding speakers, and in alluding to a 
speech made by Mr, Hodges in 1857» as stated in a pamphlet of 
Mr. Train, created great uproar, winch was muoh augmented by what was 
asserted by Messrs. Hallam, Herring, Weston, Freeth, and others, to 
be the partiality in the chairman's ruling, in permitting the course 
pursued by Mr. Cooper and Professor Marks, who was opposed to Mr. 
Train's application, to address the meeting on behalf of the deputations, 
supporting the opposition, and in refusing Mr, Hallam the privilege 
. of a reply thereto. 

The Chaisman, in justification of his ruling, said Mr. Cooper desired 
to read a speech of Mr. Hodges, and not otherwise personally aUnde 
to him, and therefore he contended he was perfectly in order. 
(Kenewed disorder.) 

Mr. Haulah, having resumed his seat, rose in great excitement, 
apparently^ partially occasioned by a vestryman of different opinions, 
crying out, " We will call the beadle to you,'' and declared warmly 
that the chairman was in favor of the opposition, and that his ruling 
was very unfair. (Cries of chair.) He persisted in asserting it to be 
all one-sided conduct of the chair, and done to serve a purpose. (Loud 
and prolonged cries of chur — ^applause and hisses.) 

Mr. Todd, of Wellington Boad, who attended to address the 
Testry on his own responsibility, in a rambling speech, asserted that 
he attended there, not only to person^ly oppose tramways in St. John's 
Wood, but in Marylebone generally. (Oh, oh, and hear.) There was 
not a single person present, he was sure, who could say they needed tram- 
ways to dispose of their traffic. (Cries of << Yes, there are.") Their 
roads, as they were, were amply sufficient for all purposes of traffic. (No, 
no, and hear.) The tramroads, as proposed by Mr. Train, were to his 
mind impracticable from want of width ia their streets, and from 
danger of wrenching off the wheels of other vehicles. When he had 
the honor of a seat at that Board, frequent complaints were brought 
before them from time to time of the jolting occasioned to carriages 
from the ill-paved condition of streets, and on one occasion a lady, 
who being pregnant, while riding along one of the streets of the 
parish, very nearly lost her life from the jolting of the carriage, and in 
the face of that they were going to increase these complaints in per** 
mitting the laying down of this tramway. He had been told, if thej 
refused justice in rejecting this proposal, that the ratepayers would 
seek justice by appealing to a higher law, and he thought they were 
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^perfect! J justified in doing so. (Load cries of " Oh, oh !" and roart 
of laughter.) 

Mr. E. Hodges : I believe, Mr. ChairmaQ, a gentleman presentei 
a memorial from Edwards Street, Seymour Street, and Wigmo» 
Street. I wish to know if he is here now, as I desire to ask him : 
rather important question ? 

The Chairman : He is not here at present, I find; but Mr. Croj* 
don, one of a deputation iroin those streets, is here. 

Mr. HoDOKs: Did anyone in that street object to sign the memoria! 
when it was presented to him? 

Mr. Cboydon: Ybb, sir ; a few. 

Mr. HoDOKS: Of those gentlemen who signed tho memorial, did 
they perfectly understand, from you or the party who sdicited theii 
signature, that Mr. Train's application was merely a proposition for ar 
experiment or for a permanency? 

Mr. Croydon: No, sir; I did not giro them to understand thai 
('*0h, oh!") 

Mr. HoDGBS, to the chair: I hare no more questions to ask. 

Mr. Ford, of Cavendish Square, said he believed the inhabitants o' 
Portland Place would leave if this scheme was carried through tha' 
road ; so, also, would those in Cavendish Square, and shops would, pro- 
bably, take their places. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Hodges, seconded by Mr. Sodbn, it was 
resolved, that all tho deputations, having been patiently heard, should 
be permitted to be present daring the discussion, on the understanding 
that they should take no part in the proceedings — neith^ expressing 
their approbation nor disapprobation. 

Mr. E. Hodges : Mr. Chairman, I am very much indebted for the 
opportunity of now addressing you. SotEJtt' allusion has been made by 
Mr. Cooper, one of the deputations, to a speech I made on this sub- 
ject on a former occasion, on which I am going to touch. I am now, 
simply, about to move, sir, that the memorials presented by the deputa- 
tions shall be received and entered upon the minutes; and in doing so, 
allow me to say, that the highly-influential and most respectable deputa- 
tions before the Board to-day, are entitied to everj consideration au4 
respect ; but also allow me to say, sir, that whatever may be the deter- 
mination of the Yestry, whether it be as some ^pose to postpone 
this application of Mr. Train, or to reject it altogether, I trust that 
every Vestryman will give it a consideration, that will be for die 
benefit of the general public, and not for the benefit of the few. (Loud 
applause.) Allow me, in justicov to myself, to say, 1 am not a sup- 
porter of the scheme of Mr. Train ; but I say, unhesitatingly, in view 
of the liberal application he has laid before us, that it ought to bo 
tried. (Bear, hear.) My opinions on the subject, recorded in that 
book, quoted by Mr. Cooper, have not materially changed, though I 
do not mean to say they are not modified by the favourable impression 
I received from the working of the scheme at Birkenhead, and from 
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the high]j*fa/?ourabIe opinions- entertained bj some of our most scientific 
men. (Hear, hear.) Again, I saj, I am not a supporter of Mr. Tram, 
as I have previously stated at this Board ; and -as I expressly said at 
the banquet, at Birkenhead, and all I wish is, that the scheme shall be 
tried, and if it prove a success then this parish will reap a benefit ; 
but, on the contrary, if it is not successful, I shall be one of the first 
of those who will go for taking Mr. Train's money that he will place 
in our hands for re-instating<the road. (Hear, hear.) So much for 
the charge of inconsistency made against me in this matter. After 
this motion is disposed of, I shall move that the report, under the cir- 
cumstances, be recommitted ; and should tiie Vestry think fit to grant 
the delay I intend to ask, I hope a public meeting will be held, at 
which the feeling of the whole parish — and not «a part of it —(hear) — ■• 
tnay be elicited. 

Mr. Ebeeth deeply regretted the conduct of Mr. Cooper in alluding 
to that speech of Mr. Hodges, and attributed it to personal objects, 
and deplored the chairman's conduct in ruling as he did. (Uproar, 
and loiid cries of '' Chair.") It had been said by some of the news- 
papers that he (Mr. Freeth) was strongly opposed to the street rail- 
ways. That mu&t have been a lapstu penna; for he was, in fact, 
quite in their favour. Instead of injuring property, he considered 
they would largely benefit it. Having made that explanation, he begged 
leave to second the motion. — Carried nsm, con. 

Mr. Gbbbnwbll then submitted the second report of the committee 
dn this subject, recommending that Mr. Train's application be granted 
(already given in full in the report of the last Yestry meeting). 

Mr. BiBD wished to know if that report was carried unanimously in 
committee. (Disorder. ) . 

Mr. HoDGSs thought the better way to answer that question was, to 
state that, originally, this committee was appointed for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the project of the Metropolitan Subter- 
ranean Railway, and consisted of twenty-nine members, and that 
number was subsequently increased to forty-two, the thirteen addi- 
tional members baring been moved upon the committee mainly for the 
object of serving the gentlemen of the opposition. In speaking 
to the report, he said twenty-two of the forty-two members that 
composed the committee were present at the last oneeting, when 
the report now presented was carried with but tiiree dissentients. 
(Hear, hear.) But in view of the numerous memorials addressed, to 
them that day, and influential gentlemen from various parts of the 
parish then present, to ask for further time, instead of his moving the 
adoption of the report, perhaps it wouM be better to move that 
the report be referred back for farther consideration. When such 
a demonstration of opposition was made, it was right they should 
pause before they decided upon the <questioQ. At l^e same time, 
representing,, as they did, the interest of the public at large in this 
matter, as well as that of the ratepayers of the parish, it would not 
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bd just to throw this overboard^ even at the request of such a respect- 
able body of gentlemen, He presumed^ thej did not come forward 
to 8U{^ort the monopoly of the London General Omnibus Company, 
but he presumed they objected to the principle of lading down tram- 
ways at all. (Hear, hear.) He did not believe property would be 
damaged. He (Mr. Hodges) at the present time had no faith what- 
ever in the arguments advanced by those gentlemen representing. Lord 
Portman, the Duke of Portland^ and a yery limited portion of the 
parishioners of this- great parish. The adoptioQ of tramways could 
not well injure the property of many of the streets they had mentioned, 
because their former distinctive characters of privacy had long since 
passed away ; and, therefore, it did appear to him, and he was sure 
it also appeared in the same way to others present, that the^ arguments 
of these- gentlemen as to the damage to property was very much 
exaggerated. (Loud cries of ** Hear, heart") If Mr. Train could do 
as^ he proposed, namely, givet them more comfortable vehicles, less 
noise and dust, and saving to the parish xoads, it must be an advantage 
and an improvement to their property. He could not see that the 
fears that had been • expressed were real ; they all knew that the 
farmers, as a body, opposed free trade, and the result was, the farmers 
had been materially benefitted, instead of injuced, by free trade, and 
thit might be attended with similar effects. He had little doubt in his 
own mind that property would be improved by the proposed scheme. 
He should bo happy to propose the re-oommitting of the report. 

Mr. Bird would be glad, to second it, if the postponement were 
sttie die, 

Mr. Tatbner : I am glad, sir, to see th^ opposition here to-day, 
inasmuch as I feel that the opposition is raised on what I firmly believe 
to be a matter about to be adopted for the public good, and, therefore, 
I would rather hasve to contend against an. opposition, than that this 
public good should not be introduced. I contend .that if there is any 
object in the present movement it is for the general good and not for 
the good of a few (hear, hear, and cheers).; and, therefore, I take* 
fot my text, that Mr Train's proposal, if adopted, will give greater 
safety to the public and more speed. (Question.) There will be less 
confusion, less noise in- the streets, less wear and tear, less vehicles, 
less horses, less dirt, and considerable gain in time. (Renewed ap- 
plause,) 

Mr. BmD : What, at three miles an hour ? 

Mr. Tavbnbb continued : That gentleman says three miles an hour. 
Why, surely he^must be in the habit of riding a donkey. (Laughter 
and uproar.) If that gentleman makes no personal allusion to me I 
shall not do so to him; I simply want fair play, and be permitted to 
speak without any more interruptions than those gentlemen who had 
spoken in opposition to my views have received. (Hear, hear.) A 
question of this sort, to be treated fairly, must be looked at in a public 
and not in a private point of view. A great deal has been said about 
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keeping the respectable or wealthy portion of the public out of Marj- 
lebone if this plan is adopted. Now, I say, sir, that the cause of 
this is from the course pursued by those very noblemeu whose repre- 
sentatives come to oppose us this day. (Hear, hear.) Let those 
noblemen allow some of the dirty, filthy streets of the pariah to be 
opened by this scheme through to St. John's Wood, and you will 
have better houses and wealthier inhabitants ; but as these streets now 
are it would be preposterous for you to expect else than poor buildings 
and poor inhabitants. Mr. Tavener then went on to allude to stone 
tramways as having proved beneficial in some of the narrow and over- 
crowded thoroughfares of the city, and maintained it was proof of 
th^ success that would attend iron tramways throughout the metro- 
polis. If it was not for the police on London bridge people could 
never get to Brighton ; and if a line of police was so useful for classi- 
fying the traffic there, ^hy not from a classification tlirough the streets, 
by means of Mr. Ti^ain's tramways? (Hear and laughter.) The com- 
mittee had not rushed into this question without fairly considering all 
its bearings. In their overcrowded streets in the city the stone tram- 
way was on the very same principle as that they were now advocating, 
which WAS to enable such huge vehicles as Fickford's to travel along 
easily and ncnaelessly to avoid annoyance to the inhabitants. (Hear, 
hear.) He would ask, in all reason, could any gentleman argue fairly 
that if there was a project to try an experiment without risk to them- 
selves, for the improvement of their streets, whether it be oi irp|i;i or 
stone, that such experiment should not be carried out. It* /Was 
said the relief of the traffic of the streets was not wanted in Maryle- 
bone ; but he differed from such a view, for they would not be stopped 
in Newgate-street, Cheapside, and the Poultry, if they could draw oft 
some of the omnibuses from this portion of the metropolis. A great 
anxiety, that was daily becoming greater, existed in the public mind 
as to how they could relieve the enormoHS traffic and blockade of those 
streets. (Hear, hear.) It might be said \}i\b was not the place to do 
It ; but he contended it was, and at the same time expressed his belief 
that order by means of classifying the traffic, as the tramway pro- 
posed to do in their narrowi 'Streets, was most essential, and more so 
than in the wide streets. That Board, to do its duty, were called 
upon to accept the very liberal proposition of Mr. Train for a iair trial 
of his plan. What ho (Mr. Tavener) had heard from the deputations 
was nearly all of one character, and that was a personal duiracter and 
damage to property. (No, no, and yes.) Their plea was that this 
tramway would turn their private streets into business^oncs, and if it 
did, in his opinion, it would be greatly to the advantage of Uie parish 
to have such streets, as some alluded to, turned into streets of shops. 
What raised the rents of the houses in the Edgware Boad? why, the 
increase of shops. (Oh, oh.) Mr. Tnun bad made his proposition in a 
most handsome manner, and when asked what security he would give 
for reinstating the roads, if required, he replied — ^golden sovereigns. 
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(Heaf, hear, and applause.) He had not heard a single objection that 
day sufficient to prevent him voting for the tramvrajs. Something 
had been said about turning Portland Place into shops. For his parti 
he would like to see half the houses in the pansh turned into shopsi 
(Oh, oh !) Thej would pay more rates, and that would do no harm 
to the parish. If one claiss of cvistomers went away another cli^s 
would come; a pound was a pound whether it came from the east 
or the west. He should vote for the adoption of the resohition and the 
measure, in «pite of all he had heard. 

Mr. FiLii£B moved the following amendment: — ^''That, having 
regard to the representations made by inhabitants on the line of 
thoroughfare, «nd as no Act of Parliament has yet been obtained to 
authorise or make regulations respecting street raihrays in the metro*^ 
polls, it is not advisable at the present time to grant Mr. Train's appli- 
cation to lay down street railways in this parish." Mr. Filmer said 
his mind was so made up, after hearing the able arguments of the 
opponents of street railways, tbat he felt he should not be doing 
justice to his brother ratepayers if he did not bear his part towards 
putting a full denial on this scheme. On the part of Mr. Train, it 
had been urged that this project was merely an experiment; but why 
need he come to Marylebone to try his experiment, when he had 
actually got a line in progress in Yictoria Street ? Mr. Train's state- 
ments as to omnibuB riders were most extraordinary, to say the least; 
indeed, hardly credible. (Hear, hear, and oh !) " 

Alderman Salohonb, M. P., in seconding the amendment, with 
reluctance, said heiecoUeeted perfectly well the rise .of the lailway system, 
and he was an early worker in it, both in England and on the con- 
tinent, then every body in London and elsewhere were a^armed^ 
and opposed it, and yet they had lived to see tbat railways were the 
greatest blessings. He '^mlBmbered when he advocated a railway at 
Tunbridge Wells ; he was i^^'^a'itger of being tossed in a blanket by 
the ladies of the tows, so mneh were they against it But on the 
ground of desiring to meet the wishes of those he represented at that 
Board, he seconded the amendment. He disliked opposing a new 
invention of any kind, but maintained that the question should be con- 
sidered by the Imperial Legislature, and not be decided by a Board on 
doubtful rights. They were called' Hp^m^ to do what he considered 
illegal — to give up their roadway to &i^<f>articular monopoly. He 
had communicated with the Prefect of the Seine, an intimate friend of 
his, who told him that tramways were confined in Paris to the Champs 
Elysees, irhere there was only one line of trams and no obstruction ; 
and he recommended caution as to the adoption of tramways in the 
crowded streets of London. He recommended them to wait for the 
result of the Victoria Street experiment, and meanwhile gave his 
hearty support to Mr. Film^i^s amendment. 

Mr. FaEBTH maintained there was no consistency in the honourable 
gentleman (Alderman Salomons), who commenced by talking of pro- 
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gre8s>. and ending by opposing this measure of improrement. The 
-worthy alderman had, in fact, held the word of promise to the ear and 
broke it to the sense. Had Alderman Salomons attended the length- 
ened deliberations of the committee, read Mr. Train's plain, stnught- 
forward pamphlet, or in^any way studied the subject, instead of showing 
the same profound ignorance of it that others of that Board had shown, 
he (Mr. Freeth) was satisfied that the alderman's good sense would 
have induced him to take a very different part. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) He urged Alderman Salonions and some other of the mem- 
bers to pay a shilling and get one of Mr. Train's books. There was 
not the least oonsisteney in his speech, if there was he would have 
applauded street railways the same as t&e first iuTention of railways, 
and he would have said, ** I prefer to take care of my public consistency 
and reputation to consulting the opinions of those I represent." Why, 
he (Mr. Freeth) would sooner there and then give up hb seat at 
that Board, than do that his conscience told him was wrong, simply 
to please his constitu^its (Loud cri^s of " Hear, hear>" and applause.) 
Mr. Hodges proposed, in order to save the report, to re-commit it, 
and that he, under the circumstance, had no objection to; but he would 
remind them that the deputations present were but a very small section 
of the ratepayery. If he and bis friends who thought with him had 
deemed it necessary to canvass, as many signatures would have been 
obtained in favour of Mr. Train as had been recorded against him, 
and doubtless with less time and trouble. (Cheers and prolonged crifs 
of ''Hear, hear.") Mr. Tedd had come to protest against it from 
St. John's Wood ; but did Mr. Todd, in coming there on his own 
responsibility, represent St. John's Wood or No. 2 Ward? Had 
there been any public meetings in No. 2 Ward, or any other Ward, 
against the scheme ? Certainly not. It was very easy to get a few 
names together in this way, but it was not so easy to convinoe him 
that they represented the fair, honest opinions of the majority of the 
parishioners. (Hear, hear.) He could not believe they wished to 
submit themselves any longer to the tender mercies of the London 
General Omnibus Company. What would be the case if the Idary- 
lebone Vestry decided to throw overbc ard Mr. Train? Why, the very 
next day the London General Omnibus Company would cease to exist, 
as it would be turned into the London General Tramway Company. 
(Hear, hear.) If the parish did not do this the Xegrslature would 
take it up, and they would lose the control over their own streets. 
Could anything be more fadr than the application of Mr. Train ? He 
proposed to make a bargain, all against himself, in the favour of the 
parish, to give them the benefit of an experiment, entirely at his own 
expense and risk, and to place a sufficient guarantee in their 
hands ; and if they were not satisfied, they had the power of indem- 
nifying themselves from all losses, and to reinstate the road. They 
must all have knovm his friend Mr. Filmer's views from the first move- 
ment of the opposition. They knew he 4did not want to go into a dis- 
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CttBsion of the subject at all, as he had beeo prompted by the aristocratic 
influence of the reverend gentleman of Gloucester Place. 

Mr. FiLMKRy in some excitement : I deny that I hav^ been in the 
slightest degree influenced by any person whatever; and. if Mr. Freeth 
i^tes that I have been influenced by any one in Gloucester Place, he 
Btates that which is not true. 

Mr. Fbsbth wished to know what was Gloucester Place, forsooth ! 
Let them bring an omnibus, bring a dray, bring anything to let a little 
light and change into << that deadman's hole." (Boars of laughter.) If 
some of those dirty streets in Marylebone were opened and a little life 
— such as this proposed tramway would give — to those old Dutch * 
houses of Devonshire Street, Harley Street, <&c., that ought to be 
done away with, the parish would be in a far b&tter financial position, and 
would flourish. (Hear, hear.) That was the real difficulty in the way 
of their interests advancing. He called upon them then not to shelve 
the question ; if they did now it would be only waste of time. They 
should not shirk it but should ventilate it. As regarded his interest 
in advocating tliis question, he would state that he never saw Mr. Train 
in hb life till he came into that room, although, to his no small asto- 
nishment he found his name, (C. J. Freeth) in the list of gentlemen 
represented to have been at the banquet at Birkenhead, which he most 
emphatically denied. He could not have been there as he was not in 
England at that time. He bogged the meeting not to shelve the 
question,- but let them re-commit the report if they pleased. If left 
to the committee, he had no doubt justice would be done in the fullest 
sense of the word. (Hear, hear.) But if they were afraid of that, 
let those who felt so move more gentlemen on the committee, and he 
presumed no objection would be raised. When the committee was 
first formed it was for the object Mr. Hodges had told them, and was 
composed of twenty-nine members. Subsequently certain gentlemen 
got thirteen more added, who were opposed to Mr. Train's application, 
and what was the consequence ? Why, after hearing the handsome pro- 
posal Mr. Train made, and having heard the thing thoroughly stated 
before them, they went out of the committee-room with a totally dif- 
ferent opinion, and voted in favour of the scheme. (Hear, hear, and 
applause.) For the purpose of having this question fairly and tho- 
roughly ventilated, he would second the motion. (Applause.) 

The Eey. J. H. Gubnky, in warmly supporting the amendment, ..did 
not now stand before them as an inhabitant of Gloucester Place, 
but as a vestryman, to consider the question of public convej^^ce, 
and he would try to regard it impartially. If, in an ordinal 
there were six of one opinion and a hundred opposed to them, the 
dozen must give way ; when an army stands up on one side of the 
question they surely have an overwhelming claim for consideration. 
There was an army of petitioners against this project, and not even six 
— not one, in its favour. They must consider that a pretty clear ex- 
pression of public opinion. On the question of the depreciation of pro- 
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perty by this railway, they had heard two opinions, which they were 
bound to weigh. He Bhould put the lawyers and the agents of these 
gr^at estates into one scale, and Mr. Hodges into the other ; he con- 
fessed he attached the greatest weight to the former. He must draw 
their attention to the fact, that the very men who came to this Vestry 
to talk about protecting the rights of the poor ratepayers were doing 
all in their power to take the rates oflF those wealthy noblemen and 
the class they belonged to, And to impose the extra payment upon the 
poorer ratepayers. If Cavendish Square* and Portland Place were 
deserted by their aristocratic occupiers, every poor ratepayer would 
have to pay more than he does at present. When there was a question 
of a salaried officer of the parish receiving a fair remuneration for his 
labour, ceitain vestrymen were ready enough to talk of the increased 
expense to the poor ratepayers ; yet when a scheme was brought for- 
ward to put money in the pocket of a private speculator for his own 
individual gain, they were ready enough to give their consent to what 
in effect would be " putting on the screw'* in a most unjust and 
unjustifiable manner. Every man who knows London knows that 
relief is wanted for her overcrowded thoroughfares ; but this scheme 
leaves all the great thoroughfares untouched, with the exception of a 
few yards of Oxford Street; while the streets and squares which it is 
, proposed to ruin by this scheme do not want any relief whatever. The 
rev. gentlemiin then alluded to Mr. Baddeley's remarks at the previous 
Vestry as to the amount and effect of street railway traffic in New 
York, which he characterised as marked by sound sense and applica- 
bility to the question. With regard to Mr. Tavener's remarks, he 
would say that he never listened to that gentleman in debate without 
being struck with his unvarying good temper — yet Mr. Tavener was 
too frequently irrelevant in his remarks. He had said that the more 
shops in the parish the better, and had quoted the Edgware Boad as 
an evidence of increasing prosperity. Now, the real fact was that 
of late years an enormous town had sprung up west of the Edgware 
Boad, which fed that street and its neighbourhood in trade ; but if you 
drive away the buyers by your railway, what is to become of the sellers? 
(Hear, hear ) The question before them was this — Is this proposed 
scheme a real improvement or only a sham one? They were not to 
be imposed upon at the present day by the parading of fine words> 
such as "progress," •< intelligence," and "public opinion" They 
would look at it practically; a tramroad was no novelty ; they dfd not 
want a big man to come across the Atlantic to tell them what was 
known to their grandfathers ; but when it was thrust before them — at 
least they were to be allowed the right of judging whether it was suited 
to our streets or the requirements of our traffic. (Great applause.) 

Mr. Hallam spoke very warmly in favour of the scheme, and sup- 
ported the resolution. He had felt particularly struck with a most 
extraordinary fact. The last speaker came there that day fortnight 
and told them energetically that he would lose half his propeity if this 
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tramway was adopted, and tbat he would be obliged to leave bis house, 
and now he came down tbat day, and s^d be bad no private but purely 
public interest in opposing it, and thereby defend the poor ratepayers. 
One of the arguments of the reverend Mr. Gumey, in which be would 
put the proprietors of those great estates, whose agents had been there 
to oppose the scheme, into one scale, and Mr. Hodges into the other, 
was not needed, because they always found that by the will of the 
lordly owners of the soil of this cuuntry genius and poverty had to 
bow to wealth and stupidity. (No, no, and hear.) The rev. gentleman, 
in e.'shibiting his profound ignorance of the whole question, said it 
had not been shown the public would travel cheaper by Mr. Train's 
omnibuses than they did at present. In reply to that, he had travelled 
at the rate of about |d. per mile at Birkenhead, and the fares in 
London would be unquestionably cheaper than they were at present. 
The reyerend gentleman admitted that relief was wanted for the over- 
crowded streets, but argued that this scheme left all the great thorough- 
fares untouched, with .the exception of a little of Oxford Street. But 
he (Mr. Hallam) would say that Mr. Train was ready to lay down his 
plan throughout London, and the over-crowded streets would mostly 
realise the benefit ; therefore these arguments of the rev. gentleman 
must fall at once. (Cheers and no, no.) 'Members of the deputations 
had argued that their streets were too narrow, but that had not been 
found to be the case in thoroughfares narrower by several feet tlian 
those alluded to where the street railways were in operation. While 
he was at Birkenhead, horses and vehicles had been driven over the 
line in every way possible, and no injury or obstruction was experienced 
from the rails, and he felt bound to say, he had never travelled, in 
the whole course of his life, on any kind of railway with greater 
advantage. (Hear, hear, and oh!) He believed the advantages 
of less noise and dirt, and more comfort for the ladies and the public 
generally lo be derived from these tramways, would improve property 
materially in the streets through which they passed, and would really 
imTcase the business of Oxford Street. (Hear, hear, and hisses.) 
The speed attained by Mr. Train's carriages was about eight miles 
an hour without any inconvenience. A similar opposition was offered 
by the inhabitants of Hamilton Square, Birkenhead, when that railway 
was first under consideration; they said their property would be 
destroyed, and that they would leave their residences if this tramway 
wa& established, and the merchants came down in a body to oppose it. 
But what was now the fact? Whj, those very people who had so 
strenuously opposed the plan at the outset, were now charmed with 
it. (Loud and prolonged applause.) Such, in his opinion, would be the 
results of the opposition in Marylebone. He knew not Mr. Train ; he 
had never spoken to him in his life until he was before the com- 
mittee. With regard to the opposition, he would say they all had 
their petty private interests to subserve through life; but let 
them consult the public good^ and divest themselves of the private 
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interests that appeared to have crept into this matter. (Renewed 
applause ) ' 

Professor Marks said he could not support the resolution of Mr. 
Hodges ; and, inasmuch as this important discussion could not he ter- 
minated at any ^asonahle time at that sitting, he would move an 
adjournment of the dehate. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WiNGFiELD seconded the adjournment, which was carried 
unanimously, and the meeting dissolred. 



FOURTH MEETING OF THE VESTRY. 

ADJOUKNED AND EXCITED DEBATE. 



On Saturday, October 27th, the adjourned debate was re- 
sumed at the Court House, Marylebone LaJe, on the motion by 
Mr. E. Hodges, that the report from the Committee, recommending 
the acceptance of Mr. George Francis Train's offer to lay down 
Street Bail ways in certain portions of this parish, be re-committed. 
And the following amendment thereon, moved by Mr. Filmer : 
That, having regard to the representations made by the inhabitants 
in the line of the thorougli&re, and as no Act of Parliament has 
yet been obtained to authorise or make regulations respecting the 
Street Tram or Kail ways in the Metropolis, it is not advisable, at 
the present time, to grant Mr. Train's application to lay down 
Street Bailways in this parish. 

Mr. ChxQ*ch warden Carr occupied the chair. A majority of 
the members of the Board were in attendance. 

Mr. Greenwell, the Vestry Clerk, at the request of the Chair- 
man, opened the proceedings, . by reading the resohition before the 
meeting, and also the amendment, upon which the debate had 
ensued (as above). He further read the following communication 
from Mr. Train : — 

24, Qreai George Streetj Westminster, S. W., 

October 2/dth, 1860. 
Sir, 

On behalf of Mr. Train, I beg to be allowed to withdraw 
his second letter of application to the Vestry of Marylebone for leave to 
lay down his Street Rails in additional roads in that parish. 

Mr. Train does this in order that the question under the consideration 
of the Vestry may not be complicated unduly. All he is anxious to do 
is to lay down the originally proposed experimental line, feeling sure 
that when this has been done the rest will be seen to be a public necessity. 

Yours faithfully, 

To the Vestry Clerk of Marylebone, George B. Bruce. 

\Y. E. Greenw^ell, Esq. 
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Several other memorials from ratepayers and * individuals Vere 
presented, and one stated to be from the ratepayers of Great 
Portland Street, Weymouth Street, Devonshire Street, and neigh- 
bourhood. 

These memorials in effect stated, that in the belief of the 
inhabitants, the attempt to lay down a Horse Bailway was 
such an innovation as would be a nuisance to the inhabitants, 
and seriously affect their interests, without doing any corre- 
sponding good to the community at large ; that it would act 
injuriously upon the financial condition of Qxe parish, and otherwise 
do much injury to a large class of ratepayers and owners of pro- 
perty. The memorialists, therefore, begged that the Board would 
at once reject Mr. Train's proposition, until sufficient proofs had 
been adduced that such a scheme is adapted to the streets and 
traffic of London. 

At this early stage of the proceedings the ratepayers' gallery 
became completely filled, and, with the unanimous consent of the 
Yestry, the various deputations who attended and presented 
memorials on the last occk^iion, again in waiting, were admitted to 
the body of the hall, and accommodated, as well as the limited 
space for so large a number would permit. 

The Chaibhak said that Mr. Train had sent in his card, and 
asked permission to be present (much cheering). 

It was at once unanimously resolved that Mr. Train's request 
be acceded to ; and tha^ gentleman, accompanied by Mr. Samuels, 
his Engineer, and Mr. Bruce, his Surveyor, then entered the hall, 
and were accommodated with seats. 

Mr. Grbenwell then read communications he had received 
since the last meeting : — 

1st. From F. W. Goldsmid, Esq., of 50, Harley Street, who, he 
said, had recently purchased the Duke of Newcastle's house in 
Portman Square, protesting against the proposed tramway passing 
through Portman Square, on the ground of its being dangerous, and 
calculated to materially damage his newly-acquired property there. 

2nd. From Mr. John Bees, 10, Victoria Boad, Clapham 
Common, declaring his belief that certain property in which he 
was interested in Marylebone would be injured ; and that, if the 
proposed tramway was carried out, he should take the proper 
steps to secure the property from injury. 

3rd. From Alfred Waddington, Esq., of Notting Hill, pro- 
testing, on similar grounds, in behalf of his property in Portman 
Square. 

4th. From John Stirling Taylor, Esq., 2, Lodge Place, 
Kegent's Park, pi'otesting, on similar grounds, in behalf of his 
property in Gloucester Place* 

The Chairman having inquired if the deputations desired to 
make any observations in addition to their memorials, 
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Dr., Ramsbottom said, he appeared there with his brother 
parishioners from Portman Square, to give his determined hostiHty 
to the adoption, by that Boai'd, of such a preposterous and 
nefarious proposal as these Street Tramways — (" Hear," and 
"Oh !") — ^preposterous, because it' desired to destroy the privacy 
and infringe upon the rights of the inhabitants of some of the 
best streets in London ; and nefarious, because the scheme had 
been l^rought forward with indecent haste, at a time when 
most of the respectable inhabitants were absent from their 
town residences. An undue advantage was, therefore, taken of 
them. ("No, no," and "Hear.") He beUeved that at that 
moment in Portman Square there were but four mansions that 
were not shut up ; and therefore the scheme, he would contend, 
had been brought forward at a time when it was known their 
owners could not come there and oppose it. He had just taken a 
new lease of his house, and he was there to declare that if he could 
suppose for a moment that this Street Tramway were permitted to 
pass his door, he would not have given by *£ 1,000 so much as he 
had done for his house. (" Hear, hear," and " Oh ! ") Dr. Eahs- 
BOTTOM read a letter from Sir James John Hamilton, Bart., to 
whom he had written on the subject, stating that he (Sir James 
Hamilton) had written to the Vestry Clerk, e2q)ressing his strong 
opposition to this Street Railway scheme, feeling assured that it 
would not only inflict injury on the parish, but upon many of the 
shopkeepers. It also expressed his (Sir James Hamilton's) grati- 
fication at finding that the Duke of Portland, Lord Portman, 
and other landowners of the district, had threatened to take legal 
proceedings if any attempt were made to lay down these tramways 
through their estates in Marylebone. He (Dr. Ramsbottom) 
declared that he would certainly use his power, so far as it would 
go, to support his friend Sir James Hamilton in putting down this 
most abominable nuisance. (" Oh, oh ! ") 

Mr. Cooper, solicitor, said he attended as the representative of 
the Earl of Cardigan and Lord Beverley. Portman Square was 
private property — (loud cries of " No, no ") — and it had no right 
to be trespassed upon by laying down a system of rails, which, if 
permitted, made the roadways to a certain extent Mr. Trades 
property. Why, he would ask, should Marylebone be pitched 
upon for these experiments 1 Paddington, St. Pancras, and St. 
George's would have nothing to do with it, and he felt bound to 
tell that Board, that they had no power to permit the scheme to 
be carried out without an Act of Parliament. It would be a 
public nuisance, and he wished to kmow if that Board were 
prepared to indemnify the surveyor of highways, if he permitted 
such a nuisance to be carried out, against the consequences. Mr. 
Cooper contended that they would be indictable at common law 
if they permitted it ; and, in support of his argument, cited a case 
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where the owner of a railway leading to a colliery was indicted, 
and in which the judgment held was, that it was nevertheless 
indictable, although established as a public convenience. Again, 
he would say that there were other interests which ought to be 
considered. There was the London General Omnibus Company. 
("Oh, oh !") "Were not the shareholders of the London General 
Omnibus Company to be considered? (Cries of "No, no!" 
" Now the cat is out of the bag ! " &c.) He (Mr. Cooper) then 
read the case to which he had alluded, viz., " Rex versits Morris " 
(see the case already given in the report of the committee, referred 
to by Mr. Wilkinson, of the London General Omnibus Company), 
which was received with loud marks of approval and disapproval 
by the meeting. The speaker concluded by contending that this 
question of Mr. Train's Street Railways had never been brought 
forward by the parishioners, but by certain gentlemen of the 
'Vestry, who, he thought, were more deeply interested than the 
ratepayers were aware o^ or he did not think it likely they would 
so willingly entertain it ("Oh, oh," and "Hear, hear.") 

Mr. Freeth : If this .Vestry should give permission to Mr. 
Train to carry out this tramway, and it is your belief that it 
cannot be carried out by their permission, why then your attend- 
ance here is unnecessary 1 (Laughter and " Hear hear.") 

Mr. Cooper : In answer to that, allow me to say, I am happy 
to find the Vestry is disposed to meet us in a very feir spirit. 
With regard to its not being carried out^ now, suppose you' give 
Mr. Train permission to-morrow, what will you do with the 
London General Omnibus Company ? 

]Mr. Abrahams : Get rid of them (the London General), as a 
public nuisance. (" Hear, hear.") 

Mr. Cooper did not see how they could get rid of the London 
General Omnibus Company's shareholders. One of the Company's 
omnibuses would no doubt be placed in front, and another 
behind, Mr. Train's carriages; he did not see how they could 
dispose of them. Would people be willing to travel by Mr. 
Train's omnibuses for a mile or two when they wanted to travel 
six? And did they suppose people only wanted to ride round 
the parish ? (Laughter.) 

IVIr. Wm. Potter ; Can Mr. Cooper state why it is that an 
Act of Parliament for these street railways is any more required 
in Marylebone than in Birkenhead ? 

Professor Marks rose to a point of order, and thought they 
ought not to have a discussion. (Cries of " It is not a discussion.") 

The Chairman niled that the question of Mr. Potter was in 
order. 

Mr. Cooper : Because, if one man submits to a nuisance, that 
is no reason why another ought to do so. (Cries of " Oh, oh ! " and 
" No answer.") 
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Mr. Tavener liere rose to make some observations, whereupon 
Mr. BoTTiNG rose to order. Mr. Tavener persisted, and wanted 
to know if the London General Omnibus Company put a dray- 
cart in front of one of Mr. Train's carriages, and an omnibus 
behind, and thereby stopped him from travelling, had they no 
• police to prevent obstructions of that kind ? (Greneral uproar.) 

Mr. Herring : In the case Mr. Cooper has quoted, did he read 
the words of Lord Tenterden in giving his judgment^ namely, 
that it was because the individual indicted took tolls for every 
wagon that passed over his rails ? 

Mr. Cooper believed that that was the case. 

Mr. Abrahams : Another mistake made by Mr. Cooper is that 
of saying that Portman Square is private property. Let him 
know that it is no such thing, but public property, dedicated to 
the public. 

Mr. Laver, of Great Portland Street, said there were forty- 
seven signatures attached to the memorial from that street, and if 
they had had time there would have been five times the number. 
(" No, no," and " Hear.") If there was only one line, there would 
not be room enough for vehicles to pass on either side down Great 
Portland Street. According to the model he had seen, he was 
quite satisfied there would not be sufficient space for a large wagon 
to pass on either side. He said, I believe it is stated that Great 
Portland Street and the lines in connection have ^been abandoned ; 
and why ? Because St. Pancras will not allow such in their parish. 
The rails would be dangerous and inconvenient^ especially in frosty 
weather, and therefore he hoped the Vestry would pause before 
they gave their consent. 

Mr. WiNGPTELD said he resided in Great Portland Street, and 
he found that the names of twenty-two persons were appended to 
the memorial who resided in the back streets, and not in Great 
Portland Street at all. There were only twenty-five out of Port- 
land Street. 

Mr. Laver, in reply, pleaded a want of sufficient tima He 
pledged his word that he had only seen fifty ratepayers, and had 
received but three refusals. 

Mr. WiNGFiELD wishfed to know of Mr. Laver the width of 
Great Portland Street, because he had said there was not sufficient 
room for wagons to pass on either sid& He was prepared to 
prove that there was plenty of room. 

Mr. Laver : Thirty-eight feet (presumed to mean twenty-eight 
feet). In answer to Mr. Abrahams, he Q/Lr, Laver) said the 
tramway was supposed to be seven feet. (" Oh, oh.") 

Mr. Hodges said, as Mr. George Bibb, of the Edgware Boad, 
was present) he wished to ask him whether the meeting he presided 
over the other evening was a public meeting or a private one. 

Mr. G. Bird said it was not a public meeting, but a meeting 
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called by circular. They felt it absurd that Mr. Train should 
propose to go by the circuitous route he had done, and then to stop 
short at the Regent's Circus. If he had proposed to run from the 
Edgware Boad to Mile End Gate, there might be some reason 
for his proposals. (Laughter, " Hear, hear," and " Oh.") 

Mr. Herrxng said, as Mr. Train was in the room, and as 
but few of the gentlemen present had had an opportunity of 
hearing any explanation of lus plans which he might be iiicHned 
to give, he thought it only fidr that he should now have an oppor- 
tunity of being heard. ("Hear, hear," and "No, no.") He 
thought, after the liberality with which he had come iforward, that 
in common £drness such a step ought to be taken, and he should 
move that Mr. Train be now heard, and, if necessary, he 
(Mr. Herring) should divide the Board upon it. (Uproar, and 
cries of « Hear," and « No.") 

No objection was offered by Mr. Filmer, the mover of the 
amendment, and he (Mr. Herrino) was quite unable to under- 
stand how any one could. object to it. 

Mr. Abrahams seconded the motion. 

Mr. Cole rose amidst general uproar, and, in endeavouring to 
speak, was heard to say he could see no liberality in Mr. Train, 
and other remarks of a personal nature. Professor Marks and 
Alderman Salohons, M.P., attempted ineffectu^ly to speak. At 
length the latter gentleman was heard, and contended that, as this 
question had now become a public one, that Vestry would, he was 
sure, allow Mr. Train to state whatever he had to say in favour 
of the scheme. But he thought it was hardly &ir that he should 
be heard at this stage of the debate, but rather after it had 
terminated. 

Mr. Cole again rosa He did not oppose Mr. Train being 
heard, but wanted Mr. Herring to show where the liberality 
existed sufficient to make it incumbent upon them to hear him. 
(" Oh, oh," and renewed disorder.) 

The Chairman thought Mr. Train ought to be heard, but he 
should take the sense of the Vestry upon the siibject. 

Mr. Freeth said they were here as an assembly of Englishmen, 
and such an assembly was known throughout the civilised world 
to be actuated with a spirit of. fair play. (Cheers.) Mr. Train 
had been the subiect, for two successive Saturdays, of the grossest 
vituperation, and ^ it Mr, then, under the Jir^stancls, that 
he should not be heard ? pisses from the deputations, and re- 
newed cheers.) He (Mr. Freeth) severely animadverted on the 
conduct of some members of the deputations, who, he contended, 
had no right to take any part in the Vestry proceedings. This 
assembly of Fnglishmen had permitted the grossest abuse of Mr. 
Train and his scheme, and he should cease any longer to have faith 
in his countrymen if they refused to hear him. (Much applause.) 
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Mr. Hodges warmly espoused the motion. He was no advo- 
cate of Mr. Train ; but when he heard observations made dero- 
gatory to Mr. Train's character, he felt it his duty, as an indepen- 
dent Englishman, to stand forward in his defence. (" Hear, hear.") 
jVIr. Train was a modest young man, and not likely to talk too 
much of himself. (A laugL) He would say, therefore, that Mi\ 
Train did not assume to be the inventor, but the introducer, of 
this scheme into this country. His offer was characterised by the 
greatest liberality — ^viz., to do everything in the experiment at his 
own expense ; to keep one-third of the road at his own expense ; 
and to give them an opportunity of rating his Railway to the 
relief of the poor. (" Hear, hear," and uproar.) He "^as ready to 
place sufficient money in the possession of the parish to the satis- 
faction of their surveyor. (Renewed and prolonged uproar.) 

The Chairman finally took the sense of the meeting on the 
motion, "that Mr. Train should be allowed to address the 
Board," which was carried with but two dissentients. 

Mr. George Francis Train : Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — 
I am a stranger to you all, but I know that the accident of 
my birth is in my fiivour. (" Hear, hear.*') I came to England to 
introduce what I conceive to be a great public boon. This system 
of Street Railways is not an experiment, as you must believe, when 
I inform you there are no less than 600 miles in operation in the 
streets of various towns and cities in America. It is either a good 
thing or a bad thing— either a great truth or a great lie. (Loud 
cries of " Hear, hear.") I have always heard, and long believed, 
that a part of the British Constitution was fair play, and not to 
condemn any system without a fair hearing and a fair triaL 
(General applause.) All I ask, then, is simply this — ^that I may 
come into the great parish of Marylebone, and demonsti'ate to you 
the principle at my own expense ; and, if it is an injury, it will 
only be so for four weeks' time, for I place money in your hands 
to take it up again. In one month, if it is disapproved oi^ I will 
have the whole of the tramway removed, and the streets restored 
to their original state. Mr. Ramsbottom objected to it as damaging 
to property^ and that, if it came past his door, he would not give 
so much by £1,000 for the lease of his house. Now, so fe.r £rom 
that being the case, I can only say I shall be tery glad to guarantee 
to Mr. Ramsbottom 10 per cent, on the value of his house directly 
the line goes past his door. (Much applause and laughter.) Witi 
regard to what was said by Mr. Cooper, who represents the lordly 
owners of Portman Square, I can only say, my cars are not coal 
cars. (A laugh.) The case that this gentleman has cited is one 
in which the private owner of the railway took a toll. Mine is 
entirely a different thing, I ask for. no toll. The omnibuses of 
the London General Company, or any other omnibuses or vehicles, 
may all run over it without any charge whatever. (Applc^use.) 
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One gentleman (Mr. Bird) has complained that I propose to leave 
off my line at the Regent Circus ; and Mr. Layer and others say 
that other parishes have rejected it. Now, I would say to Mr. 
Laveb, that no parish has rejected it, but some have prefen*ed 
waiting until after the experiment in Victoria-street. I must say 
I have been treated widi the greatest coui-tesy by the public 
Boards wherever I have gone ; and when I laid my plans before a 
very full vestry at Hackney, that Board, after a deliberation of 
twenty minutes, unanimously decided to allow me to lay down a 
double line of rails in the Southgate-road, in that parish. (^' Hear," 
and applause.) In reply to those gentlemen who speak about 
people only being able to ride round this parish on my cars, I will 
simply state that a line will be shortly laid down from the Pimlico 
Station of the Brighton Eailway, through Victoria-street, and 
around Westminster Abbey ; and what I propose to do is, if the 
London General Omnibus Company, or any other omnibus com- 
pany, will meet me in a liberal spirit, that instead of dragging their 
passengers through the slow length of Parliament-street^ the 
Strand, Fleet-street, Ludgate-hill, and Cheapside, to the Bank, that 
they shall meet my cars at Westminster Abbey — ^which can be done 
before the new year, if no opposition is offered — and run by express 
over Westminster Bridge to the Bank in fifteen minutes. (^^ Hear, 
hearf') With regard to the deputations and their petitions, I 
would state that at Birkenhead, where my first experiment in 
England has been carried out, a few persons in Grange Lane 
and other localities petitioned against me, and afberwards some of 
those parties sent in memorials in my favour. (" Hear.") Although 
my street railway there has only been in existence seven weeks, it has 
carried 85,000 passengers. As to the gentlemen from Portman 
Square and Portland Place, I will at once relieve them of their 
fears, by withdrawing my application, so &>r as they are concerned, 
although I feel assured that these Jgiame gentlemen will do as they 
did at Birkenhead, petition in favour of it, when they see my plan 
in operation — for it will be in London very shortly. (Much 
applause.) All I now desire is, that you will give me a trial in 
any street that does not interfere with the lordly mansions of 
Portman Square. If this meeting will give me penmission, I will 
confine my present operations to Oxford Street, from the Marble 
Arch to Tottenham Court Boad, and I will place ample security 
in gold in your hands, with the portrait of the Queen stamped 
upon it, if you think that sufficient, for the faithful performance of 
my contract, for taking the whole of the line up again, if disap- 
proved o^ within four weeks. (Loud cries of " Hear, hear.*') I 
sincerely thank you, gentlemen, for your courtesy in listening to 
me, wluch is what I have always heard of an £kiglish audience. 
(Applause.) 

In answer to a gentlemjui, Mr. Train desired to reply to an 
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objection of Mr. Layer. That gentleman first said Great Port- 
land Street was 38 feet, then he said 28 feet^ wide. If it was 28 
feet, it was amply sufficient for one line, and was two feet wider 
than the principal street for business, Ghesnut Street — the Strand 
of Philadelphia, and positively widet* than the Strand or principal 
business thoroughfare of Washington. 

Mr. BEerrinq : Do I understand you will indemnify the 
parish against all actions and all risks that may be brought 
against the Vestry by reason of your laying down and carrying 
out the works necessary for laying down the railway, and take it 
up again at your own cost, within four weeks, if disapproved of 1 

Mr. Train : Certainly. I consider it is all a one-sided bargain 
in your favour. I am perfectly willing to take upon me all risks, 
all liabilities, and all legal proceedings of whatsoever kind. ('' Hear, 
hear.") 

Mr. FiLMER wished to ask Mr. Train whether he did not expect 
to have his experiment in Victoria Street speedily opened ? 

Mr. Train said he did, but, as there would probably be but very 
little traffic there, comparatively, he thought that might be used as 
an argument against his plan, and therefore he was desirous of 
bringing the railway before their own doors, so that they might 
see and judge of it, where there really was traffic. He might 
mention a point he had omitted, which was, that the Vestry of 
Lambeth had appointed a special committee to go down to Birken- 
head, and on their return he had no doubt but that they would 
report in favour to the Vestry, to permit him to lay down a line 
through the Clapham BrOi^d. 

Mr. D'Iffanger, sen., said, if the Board allowed Mr. Train to 
lay down his tramway, would he object to other omnibuses or 
vehicles of the same gauge running over it ? 

Mr. Train said, his carriages were patented, and he should have 
no apprehension of any others ginning over the line— it would be 
open for all. 

Mr. D'Ipfanqer, sen. : Will you indemnify any tradesmah for 
loss to his business by your railway 1 ("Oh, oh," and 
laughter.) 

The Chairman thought the question an improper one. 

Professor Marks thought the reply given by Mr. Train to Mr. 
D'Ippanger's first question involved very important considerations. 
The observation that his carriage was patented intimated that no 
other could use the line. 

Mr. Train : Certainly, my carriage is patented; but so far as the 
line is concerned it is open to all, although made at my expense. 

By Mr. Freeth : I have been before the vestry of Shoreditch, 
and their committee have reported in &vour of my being per- 
mitted to lay a line through Shoreditch, where there is as much 
traffic, or nearly so, as in Oxford-street. 
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Mr. Brooks : Have you applied to the paiish of Kensington ? 

Mr. Train : Tes ; and they could not grant permission, as the 
streets there are principally under the control of the conunissioners 
of metropolitan roads. 

Mr. Babdeley : I believe Fifth Avenue, New York, is inha- * 
bited by a similar class of persons to those residing in Portman 
Square, and also that there is no line of street-railway in Fifth 
Avenue. 

Mr. Train : That is the case, as there were at the outset so 
many applications. They could not, therefore, obtain the charter 
till last year ; but in last year's session of the Legislature the 
charter (The Gridiron Bill) was granted for Fifth Avenue, and for 
forty- eight additional streets in New York. (" Hear, hear.") 

Mr. Baddeley : I believe also that you have not pei'mitted one 
to be faid down in the Broadway % , 

Mr. Train : For the same reason there is not one yet laid down 
in the Broadway ; but the charter was passed for that in the last 
session of the Legislature. (" Hear, hear.") 

There being no further questions, 

The Chairman said the adjourned debate would now be resumed, 
and as the deputations would be permitted to remain, he 
trusted they would abstain from taking any pq,rt in the pro- 
ceedings, either by expressing opinions, or any manifestation of 
approbation or disapprobation of what might fidl from the various 
speakers. 

Professor Marks resumed the debate, and expressed his con- 
viction that the report of the committee recommending the adoption 
of Mr. Train's proposals was meagre and indefinite, and exhibited 
a want of detail as to the terms upon which the proposals should 
be accepted — a fact which he had no doubt came home to the 
mind of Mr. Hobges, and had induced him, as chairman of the 
committee, to move its re-committal. Not a single word was said 
in the report as to the part of the road in which the trams were to 
be laid, and all they knew was that a vague promise had been given 
by Mr. Train that it would be in the middle of the road. No 
statement was made as to whether the Yestry were "to have any 
property in, or right over the rails, or control over the road after 
the rails were laid down ; or whether Mr. Train, when once they 
were laid down, was to exercise a control superior to that of the 
iurisdiction of the Vestry. Now, this was a very important matter, 
and yet not a single allusion was made in the report upon it, which 
was most extraordinary. ("Oh, oh," and "Hear.") No provision was 
made in the report as to whether Mr. Train or the parish should 
incur the first expense of laying down the granite way. (Cheers 
and cries, "Yes, there are," and "You know nothing about it.") 
Neither was there any plan laid down as to the mode by which 
access should be obtained to the gas and water mains. Again, he 
wished to know by what power Mr. Train could assure, supposing 
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his application to be granted, the po'^er of a right of road. Sup- 
pose a collision to occur, in what position would the owner of this 
tramway bc^ or the Vestry who had given him permission to lay 
it down, without an Act of Parliament) Suppose the London 
Greneral Omnibus Company chose to go along the line in front of 
tiie cars, or drags of drays and wagons were put before them as 
obstacles on the line, where was the power, or where was the law, 
to prevent such a state of things? (Voices: "The police," 
" Take them to the Green-yard, &c") 

Mr. Freeth : The law is, that it would be the duty of the 
police to take np all creating obstructions. 

He (the learned professor) asked a question of the Vestry, and 
he had the great lawyers on either side answering it; but he 
would rather have it answered from the legal adviser of that 
Vestry. 

Mr. Freeth : Of course, lock them up, that is well enough 
understood. (Disorder.) 

Professor Makks deprecated such interruptions, and thonght 
Mr. Freeth would have been one of the last to do so, as they 
all knew his (Mr. Freeth' s) tenderness upon that point. One 
learned gentleman said one thing, and another learned gentleman 
said another. Now, he would tell the great lawyers he aJso had 
taken the^trouble to have special l^al opinion on thLs very question. 
(Loud cries of " Name.") It was certainly not Mr. Abrahams. 
(Laughter.) The result of his inquiry was, that the police could 
not interfere, unless the rights of the tram were reserved by Act 
of Parliament. (" Hear, hear.") If a case of this kind arose 
Mr. Train said he woidd get rid of the obstruction by asking 
the person who caused the obstruction very politely to oblige him 
by removing out of the way. Now, he (the professor) admired 
this suavity of manner. But he would say, with all respect, that 
Mr. TsAiir was an American ; and, it may be, his countrymen, 
though resembling Englishmen in very important respects, may 
have more of this suavity and less reasons, in the more unfre- 
quented thoroughfsures of the cities of his native country, to create 
broils in the public streets ; and, perhaps, this gentleman thought 
our carriers, without saying anything of the ill-will of our omnibus 
drivers, were cast in the same angelic mould. (Laughter and 
" hear.") He believed, therefore, if this scheme were carried out> 
that Mr. Train's cars would be subjected to the most unscrupulous 
opposition — ^an opposition that would not only be a sacrifice of all 
interests, but scenes of excitement and alarm would be created in 
the crowded streets of London, resulting in great mischief to pro- 
perty, and, in all probability, to the frequent sacrifice of life and 
limb. He would not, for one moment, impose upon the Vestry, by 
attempting to show that no relief was required, by the present 
enormous traffic, to our streets. He did believe it was most 
necessary; and, to his mind, the only effectual means was the 
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embankment of the Thames. But he would not enter into that, 
for his views and that of others might be very different on that 
subject ; but this he would say, the streets that required the most 
relief were those that were most choked. With regard to the 
project of Mr. Train, he would say that during the week he had 
been out in some company, and the absorbing topic of afber-dinner 
talk was the crazy praiiks of the Marylebone Vestry. (Laughter, 
*< Hear, hear !" and " Oh ! oh ! ") He had been told that several 
of the wealthy parishioners would leave the parish, if the scheme 
was carried out. Not only was he (Professor Mabks) opposed to 
coming to a decision upon such an incomplete document as the report 
of the Committee, but he thought when they had such a demon- 
stration from the landed proprietors, from the gentry, and from 
the tradespeople of Marylebone throughout the lines proposed to 
be appropriated to these tramways, that they should pause, and 
carry the amendment proposed by Mr. Eilmeb, which he heartily 
supported, and called upon the meeting to give to the resolution 
their most emphatic — their most determined opposition. 

Mr. WiNGFiELD was surprised at the speech of Professor Mabks 
upon a report which had been agreed to by a committee composed 
of no less than forty-two members, of which the learned member 
was one. ("Hear, hear.") But the fact was the learnec^ Professor 
had never attended, and therefore knew nothing of what 
came before them. ("Hear.") As to Great Portland Street, he 
begged to say that the mass of the traders in that street were 
in favour, instead of against^ this scheme. ("Hear, hear," and 
« No, no.") 

Mr. MiCHELL said he spoke as a tradesman of Oxford Street, 
and he must remark that he thought the trading classes of that 
street had as keen a scent of what was best for their own interests 
as even their friend Mr, Train could have. (" Hear, hear.") That 
gentleman stated he was willing to withdraw his plans from the 
lordly district of Portman Square, and said in effect, "I will 
have nothing to do with those people, and will place all my love 
on Oxford Street." But he would beg to remind Mr. Train that 
it was usual, before the wedding, to ask the lady if she would be a 
consenting party ; and he, perhaps, forgot that Oxford Street was 
not a consenting party in this matter. (Laughter, and " Hear.") 
He (Mr. Michell) could very readily conceive that Street Railways 
were the natural offspring to devise some mode by which the 
moving masses of our great population might be fecilitated in 
moving hither and thither in our public streets. He admitted 
that they were bound to give projects such as that before them 
most serious attention ; and there was one question, and that was, 
what would be the effect of tearing up the streets ] In such a 
thoroughfare as Oxford Street it would do more damage to the 
tradesmen in one week than they would save by cheap omnibus traffic 
in years. Another important question was, would such a line as that 



80 

from Bt. John's Wood to Regent Circus pay ? He would venture 
to assert, that of all who travelled up to ten or eleven o'clock in 
the day, seven out of every ten went to the City, and was it likely 
that they would get into the tramway cars and ride to the Circus, 
to be then bundled out into another vehicle, to go on to their 
destination ? The residents of Portman Square and the {»ivate 
streets, he thought, were justified in protesting against the turmoil 
that was proposed to be extended to them. (".Hear, hear.") He 
called upon the meeting to wait and see the results of the trial 
line at Fimlico. He felt bound to vote a^inst the resolution, and 
support the amendment. 

Mr. BoTTiNG also supported the amendment, and said one of his 
grounds for opposing this plan was, that it was in opposition to 
free trade, which now existed, and which enabled the public to ride 
from Edgware Koad to Farringdon Street for twopence. 

Mr. Herring here moved the adjournment of the debate, 
on account of the lateness of the hour, and to afford an op- 
portunity to many other members who desired to address the 
Board upon l^e subject. 

Mr. Abrahams seconded, amidst loud cries of <' Divide, divide," 
and great confusion. 

The mgtion was put and lost ; whereupon 

Mr. Overton protested that one at Idast of the deputations had 
held up his hand against the adjournment^ and a division was 
called for. 

Eventually the motion was declared to be negatived, and the 
debate was resumed by — 

Mr. Herring, who commenced by declaring his intention to 
support the resolution, because he locked upon the amendment as 
an attempt to entirely shelve this important question. ("Hear.") 
Most of those who had opposed the adoption of the report 
were members of the committee, and were gentlemen who^ had not 
done their duty, for as members of the committee they had never 
attended. But how and by whom was this opposition got up ? 
("Hear, hear.") Supposing there were some three or four bundled 
memorialists who were opposed to this street railway, were they to 
set themselves up as having the right to call upon that Vestry, a^ 
the representative body, to sacrifice the interests of the 200,000 in- 
habitants who resided in the parish of Marylebone 1 (" Hear, hear," 
and "Oh.") But was there not another interest behind the 
scenes in this drama ? (" Hear, hear.") Was not ^he London 
General Omnibus Company hard at work to prevent Mr. Train's 
plan coming into operation, in order to preserve their own 
monopoly? ("Hear, hear.") He saw before him a scurrilous 
placard, signed a "Middle-class Man," in which, not content 
with abusing that public body, the London General Omnibus 
Company, or a person pui*porting to to be its paid agent, abused 
the public press. Now, if any class of persons deserved credit for 
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their independent course of addon, he believed it was the two re- 
porters of that Board for the daily press, and, in faot^ the press 
generally in this country, and yet it said, " Look to your reporters." 
(Laughter.) It was a bad cause when men were obliged to resort to 
scurrility and abuse to maintain it. (" Hear, hear.") On looking, 
however, at the printer's name to this precious placard, he found it 
was " Dupp," which was very appropriate considering the contents 
of the placard, for it was a "duffing" affair altogether, like its con- 
coctor. Laughter and applause.) But they had opposition through 
the agents of Lord Portuak and the Duke of Portland, and then 
they had Mr. Edinoton and Mr. Bird presiding over what they were 
pleased to call public meetings convened by circular. If they would 
really call fubuc meetings, he (Mr. Herring) and others, who 
thought as he did upon this question, would not hesitate to attend 
l^em, but let them have no hole and comer meetings, and call them 
public. (*' Hear, hear.") But, oh ! it was said by the learned Propes- 
SOR Marks — ^the plan is indefinite, there is no guarantee for anything. 
If that gentleman, as a member of the committee, had done his 
duty, he would have found that all was definite. That Mr. Train 
not only proposed to lay his rails free of cost, but stated how he 
would lay them. That he would lay granite all along under the 
tram, and one foot of granite on each side of it. (" Hear, hear.") 
But again, it was said there was no law to prevent obstructions. 
('< Hear, hear.") !N'ow, he (Mr. Herrino) said there was a law, and 
he would read it. By the 2nd and 3rd Victoria, cap. 54, sect. 6, 
*^ Any person wilfoUy obstructing the public highways in that , 
parish, or causing the same in any public thoroughfare, was sub- 
ject to a penalty of 40s.," and therefore if the London Greneral 
Omnibus Company dared to do so with respect to Mr. Train's car- 
riageSy they would be equally amenable to the law. ("Hear.") 
Then Mr. Bottino objected, because it would not be carrying out 
the principle of free trade— (" Oh," and laughter) — ^and he said, 
^'Look how cheap you can ride now from Edgware Boad to 
Farringdon Street ! " They were not indebted to the monopolising 
London General Omnibus Company for that. ("Hear, hear.") 
They were indebted to Johnson's Citizen omnibuses for the cheap 
fares ; and the London General did all they could to run them off 
the road in order to sustain their own monopoly. And the Citizens 
were not the only omnibuses the Company endeavoured to run off 
the road. Why the police courts had teemed with complaints for 
summonses against the London General for their wilful obstruc> 
tions, and the magistrates had expressed their determination to 
put a stop to such conduct. (Loud cries of " Hear, hear.") In 
the course of some frirther remarks Mr. Herring was so frequently 
interruptid, that he said in the present excited state of the Board 
he could not proceed, and therefore moved the adjournment of 
the debate. 
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The motion for adjournment not having been seconded, the 
adjournment was declared lost. 

A division was demanded, and the room was cleared of the 
deputations. The numbers were — for the adjournment, 29 ; 
against it, 48. 

Mr. Herring then attempted to resume his speech, amidst loud 
cries of " Order, order," " Chair, chair," " Spoke, spoke," and great 
confusion. 

The Chairman decided against Mr. Herring again speaking, as 
he had moved a resolution which had been negatived. 

Mr. SoDEN, amidst cries of "Divide, divide," and "Keply, reply," 
contended that there was no injury in the matter, and that, in 
order to prove that there was no feeling in favour of Mr. Train's 
plan, he remarked that whilst there were so many against it, there 
was not one single memorial in favour of the scheme. He con- 
cluded his remarks by denouncing the whole affair as a Hodges, 
Herring, and Hallam scheme. (Much laughter.) 

Mr. Abrahams arose to address the meeting amidst loud and 
uproarious cries of " Divide, divide," " Reply, reply," and general 
cotifusion. Ultimately he obtained something like a hearing, and 
in supporting the resolution, said, although he was not a lawyer, 
a rector, or a professor (laughter), still he believed he had too much 
common sense to take the views some others had done, more 
especially those of Professor Marks, which were outlandish. 
(Laughter and uproar, and renewed cries of /* Divide, divide.") 
After defending Mr. Train from what he (Mr. Abrahams) con- 
sidered imputations on his veracity, he stated that he was not 
surprised at opposition coming from such persons as the Duke op 
Portland, Lord Portman, and others, who were always the 
opponents of freedom. (Loud cries of " Oh, oh !" and confusion.) 
He was glad to find there were so many of the House of Lords 
present. (Laughter, cries of " Question," and "hear, hear.") Look 
at their conduct about the paper duties. (Laughter and " Question. ") 

Mr. Head (in great excitement) : Hold your tongue, sir. What 
have the paper duties to do with the tramways ? 

Mr. Abrahams said he was a Jew (laughter), and if the Lords had 
had their way, why he shouldn't have had a seat at that Board, 
(Laughter and uproar.) He had been to America, and had seen 
the excellent working of the Street Eailway system. He hoped 
it would soon be generally introduced into London. (" Hear, hear.") 
As for the London General Omnibus Company, they might be 
indicted for a conspiracy, if they opposed Mr. Train in the manner 
which had been stated. He maintained the public would not 
sanction any such an interference with this scheme, when it was 
undoubtedly a public benefit. He could not sit downl^ without 
referring to the getter-up of those memorials. The Reverend 
gentleman who had been the prime mover in the whole of this matter 
had said the value of his house would deteriorate fifty or at least 
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twenty per cent., and according to that, he was personally interested. 
Had it not been for him, those memorials and deputations would 
never have been brought forward. Mr. Michell stated that the 
saving would not make up for the opening of the roads for a 
fortnight ; however plausible such an argument might be for him, 
it would not go down with the people at large. The last speaker 
(Mr. Soden) said, no deputations had brought up memorials in 
favour of it. In answer to that, he (Mr. Abrahams) would say, 
if they wanted them, they (the supporters of Mr. Train) could 
readily obtain them signed by thousands, and without resorting 
to the expediency of hiring the aristocracy or anybody else. (" Oh, 
oh!" and renewed uproar.) The fieust was, they had so much 
faith in their cause, that they did not deem it necessary. In 
Great Portland Street — ^he was" one of the representatives of that 
street — ^the majority, he had no doubt, were in favour of it. This 
was the right part of the Metropolis to commence the laying down 
of Street Hailways, and when they had been commenced here, no 
doubt connecting lines would soon be constructed throughout the 
Metropolis. (" Hear," and cries of " lime.") 

Mr. William Potter said he had listened very attentively to 
the deputations, and although they sai4 it would injure property 
if these railways were carried out, yet not one of them had shown 
in aay way how it would injure pi'operty. (" Hear, hear.") He 
was in a position to say that this opposition which had been got 
up had been got up in a most un&lr maimer. The credulity of 
the inhabitants had been imposed upon in some instances to induce 
them to sign the memorials, by telling them that the trains were 
to have steam-engines running in front of them down the streets. 
(Laughter.) 

At this stage of the proceedings the adjournment of the debate 
was again moved and lost, and the adjournment of the Board was 
also moved ; but the Chairman decided he did not hear that 
motion. 

A second division took place, the room being again cleared of 
strangers, amidst considerable excitement. 

The numbers were announced by the tellers — 

For the adjournment^ 27 ; against it, 49, as follows : — 

Ates, 
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SBsrs. Elliott. 


Messrs. Braeas. 


„ £. Hodges. 
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„ Wm. Potter. 


>, Tavener. 


Dr. Myers. 




„ HutchoDS. 1 
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„ Weston. 


,y Abrahams. 
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„ Storey. 
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1, Smith. 


„ Overton. 
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„ Burnett* 


„ J.S.W.Herring 
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Messrs. Soden. 
Nodes. 
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Poland. 

Head. 

Matthews. 

Brooks. 

Knight. 

Hickman. 

Ridding. 
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Grange. 
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Scotcher. 

Webb. 
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Nobs. 

Mr. Cole. 

Rev. J. H. Gumey. 

Messrs. Michell. 

Brichard. 

Markby. 

Stower. 

Taylor. 
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Morris. 
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Six J. Anson, Bart. 
Messrs. Babbage. 
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Messrs. Baddeley. 
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Jackson. 

Green. 
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said that during the period of taking the 

had written a communication, which had been 

Yestry clerk would read it. (Cries of " Bead, 



Chaibiian 
division Mr. Train 
handed in, and the 
read.") 
Mr. Greexwell, the Vestry clerk, then read the following :— 



London, Oct 27, 1860. 
Gentlemen, 

Observing the opposition, and not wishing to cavil in 
antagonism with so large a parish — a stranger to all of you — I hereby 
desire that you will postpone all action upon this matter until you can 
see the system under weigh in Victoria Street. 

I am, Gentlemen, yoiu* obedient Servant, 

Geobgb Francis Train. 

To the Vestry of St. Marylebone. 

(This communication was received with applause.) 

Mr. Herring said he would now move that the question be 
adjourned for three months. (" Oh, oh," and " Hear, hear.") 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion. 

The Rev. Mr. Gurnet and other gentlemen rose to order. Did 
Mr. Hodges withdraw his motion 1 

Mr. E. Hodges, in speaking to this motion, said he very much 
regretted that it had been moved to postpone the question for 
three months, because he had been charged with being most 
anxious to back out ; and he had that day been charged with 
showing the white feather, because he had moved the re-commital 
of the report. He emphatically denied that such was the case ; 
nothing coi^ld be further from the tn;th. They had been 
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falsely charged, too, with indecent haste, which was easily 
shown when they looked at the date of their first report, that 
they would find to be so far back as August 14th. He deeply 
regretted that the parish of St. Marylebone should be thus de- 
barred from the advantage of testing the plan, when it could have 
been done free of aU expense. (Much applause.) When, some 
years since, he knew that great plans of iihprovement— even that 
great plan of the MetropoUfcan Subterranean Railway, now in pro- 
gress — ^were held up to ridicule in that Board, and when lie thought 
what this parish lost in throwing cold water upon the Canal Coal- 
Gas Company, he did, indeed, very deeply deplore that any mem- 
ber of that Vestry should object to indorse, merely by an experi- 
ment, what all the scientific men of the day, and the press of this 
country, had sanctioned, independent of the great £a,ct that it was 
indorsed by 30,000,000 of people fix)m the other side of the 
Atlantic. (Cheers, and " No, no.") He very much deplored 
the course a majority of the Vestry had thought proper to 
pursue that day. 

As soon as the Chairman had subdued the uproar that again 
ensued, he put the resolution to adjourn the question for three 
months, wMch was carried with six dissentients. 

The Board, affcer a lengthened debate of between six and seven 
hours, then adjourned, in great excitement. 



INCIDENTS. 



When Mr. George Francis Train's application for permission 
to introduce Street Eailways into Marylebone was received, and 
brought under the consideration of the Bepresentative Council oi 
the Parish on the twelfth of August, the public mind, andt 
particularly that of the parishioners, was but little excited upon 
the subject ; and the few of the latter who took any interest 
in it at all were apparently strongly predisposed in its favour. 
Subsequently, much and unexpected opposition-Hso easily raised 
by the pursuit of a certain course of action by persons or public 
companies whose private interests happen to be largely involved — ' 
was created, and a charge was then prominently set forward of 
" indecent haste." Such a diarge, however, can hardly be sustained 
when the &uct is patent that the application of Mr. Train wa$ 
made the first week in August, 1860, referred to a Committee on the 
1 2th of that month, submrfcted to Vestry on the 6th October, and nolj 
brought under discussion until the 20th following. We woulcl 
ftirther state, under this heading, simply as an act of fairness to 
Mr. Train and the Vestry, that a somewhat important plea of 
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the London General Omnibus Company and their Mends requires 
refutation, or, at least, explanation — ^viz., "That there appeared 
to have been insufficient publicity of the course taken by the 
parochial government, inasmuch as it had not come to the 
knowledge of the * London General ' until the Sunday or Monday 
previous to their first attendance as a deputation before the 
Vestry." Such a representation seems somewhat extraordinary, 
because reports appeared in the Observer and Weekly Mail^ as well 
as in one or more daily newspapers, the first and second days 
following Mr. Train's applicatiopi to the Vestry. Since that 
period, and prior to the time stated by the Company, when they 
first became cognisant of it, it was publicly asserted the Com- 
mittee had decided to recommend that Mr. Train's application 
should be granted, and a paragraph to that effect was then 
inserted in some of the public journals. 

When the first report of the Committee was under the con- 
sideration of the Vestry, the Rev. J. H. Gurnby played a very 
active and prominent part in opposing it, and severely denounced 
the scheme. The reverend gentleman, who seemed to take some- 
what extreme views, prosecuted his opposition in the following 
week with a most enei^etic and vigorous course of actioiL He 
drafted a memorial, canvassed for signatures, dispatched letters to 
all absentees from town, and convened private conferences for the 
accomplishment of his object — to throw Mr. Train overboard ; 
but, notwithstanding all his exertions, the result of the foregoing 
debates shows that he has not yet completely succeeded. Messrs. 
Edinoton and Buckenham, tradesmen^ of Baker Street, and Mr. 
Brooks, Vestryman and ' tradesman, of Edgware Boad, mostly 
assisted the reverend opponent (conscientiously no dotfbt) in first 
pulling the wires of this determined but rather limited opposition. 
Several private conferences were held to regulate their course of 
action ; and a canvas promoted by the assistance of a few others who 
had joined the opposition, was conducted with a. specific object 
throughout the line of route. Several circulars were extensively 
distributed, strongly in opposition to the proposed Street Bail ways, 
, and a special circular was also sent to every Vestryman, solicitmg 
his vote and interest against the adoption of the Committee's report. 
The opposer's influence, and the excitement that now began to per- 
vade the parish, was materially increased by inflammatory placards, 
calling upon the ratepayers to sign the memorials against the Street 
Railways, and ridiculing Mr. Train's plan, which were paraded 
about on boards by men along the proposed route, as well as in 
Regent Street and other prominent thorough&res. The men 
engaged, on being questioned, knew not the name of their 
employer, but from the description given, one individual only was 
engaged in this operation, and rumour says he is a paid agent of 
the London General Omnibus Company; but whether that be 
true or not) many of the promoters of Mr. Train's Street Railway 
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believe such to be tHe Haxst ; aud the individaal alluded to, residing 
in Camden Town, and who is presumed to be a servant of the 
Company, admitted on one occasion that he got up one of the 
placards signed a " Marylebone Tradesman." At all events, if 
the first movers in the opposition referred to are to be relied on, 
this part of the opposition movement did not come from them. 

With a desire to do no injustice to any party, we are anxious to 
award our mead of praise to what appeared to us to be the im- 
partial conduct and untiring patience of the Chairman, Mr. 
Churchwarden Cabb, during these long and spirited debates. Tn 
his praiseworthy efforts to subdue the conflicting passions of various 
speakers, in the excitement of discussion he maintained his equili- 
brium, and otherwise seemed to perform the onerous duties of his 
position to the satisfaction of all. 

AN UN-ENGLISH MEETING. 

On Wednesday, October 24th, a meeting was held at Webb's 
School Rooms, 28, Edwai'd Street, Portman Square ; convened by 
circulars extensively — and, in some instances, indiscriminately — 
issued by the opposition Committee, which had been organised by 
Messrs. Edington, Buckenham, and their friends, to promote the 
opposition. The object of the meeting was understood to be a 
public one, as borne out by the way in which the circulars were 
distributed, for the purpose of discussing the course to pursue for 
further opposition to the proposed Street Eailways, and also to 
effect an extension of the Committee. The time appoiitted for the 
proceedings to commence was half-past seven, p.m. At that 
time a reporter attended to report the proceedings for certain 
daily papers of the London press with which he is connected. His 
attendance was called by one of the circulars being placed in his 
hands, accompanied with a request to give an impartial account to 
the said London lournals. About half-a-dozen persons were then 
present, priuci A the already organised Co^mitt^e, including 
Messrs. Edington, Buckenham, Brooks, <&:;c. By half-past 
eight about thirty only had arrived ; whereupon one of the 
principal members of the Committee expressed a hope to 
the iCeporter, that as the meeting did not promise to be a 
successful one, he would not report it at all. To this the Reporter 
replied, that as he had an impartial duty to perform, that must 
be left entirely to his own discretion. Some time further was 
allowed to elapse, and there being but few additional arrivals, a 
consultation was held in one comer of the room by members of 
the Committee, and shortly afterwards they again appealed to 
the Reporter, and stated, that as this was not a Public Meeting, 
they would request him as a Reporter of the Public Press to 
retire. The request, which it is but due to those gentlemen to 
say, was most courteously made, was immediately complied with ; 
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and therefore we are unable to state, from our own knowledge, 
whether there were any, or what were the results of this certainly 
un-English Meeting ; which, no doubt, through the injudicious 
course of excluding the Press, did their cause some damage. 

AN ENGLISH MEETING. 

The same evening another meeting of the rat^iayers of No. 6, 
or Fortman Ward, was held at the Westmoreland Arms, 
George Street^ to take into consideration the Tramroads as pro- 
posed to be laid down in the parish. — Mr. R Hodges was unani- 
mously called to the chair; and amongst those present were 
Messrs. Samuels and Bruce, the representatives, engineer and 
surveyor, of Mr. Train. These gentlemen exhibited a beautiful 
model tramway, with carriages upon it, and stated that, if called 
upon, they were ready to address the meeting, or answer any ques- 
tions in reference to their plan. — ^Mr. Burritt looked upon the 
question of Street Railways as one of great importance ; and inas- 
much as he did not believe in condemning anything unheard, par- 
ticularly a new inVention, as was too commonly the case, he desired 
to propose a resolution, " That a public meeting be called at the 
Court House, with permission of the Vestry, to consider the pro- 
posal of Mr. Train." — ^Mr. Rldgeway had great pleasure in second- 
ing the resolution, because he wished such an important subject 
well ventilated. He denounced what he believed to be the gross 
monopolizing tendencies of the London General Omnibus Com- 
pany ; and, as he had long believed a new mode of street transit 
was greatly needed in this overgrown metropolis, he thought it 
possible that Mr. Train's plan might turn out, if fairly tried, like 
steam, the telegraph, and other great inventions which, when first 
introduced, were equally as warmly opposed. — Mr. Cole condenmed 
the introduction of Mr. Train's system of Street B.ailways as 
fraught with great danger to the interests of the parish and the 
public at large, and moved as an amendment, " That this meeting 
considers the introduction of a tramroad in this parish will be 
attended with great loss to the parishioners through the streets in 
which it is to pass, and consequently a loss to the rates ; they, 
therefore, most respectftdly beg the Yestry to pause before they 
sanction anything so monstrous, calculated to do so much injury 
to so many of their fellow-parishioners." — ^Mr. Simpson seconded 
the amendment, which, after a protracted discussion, was negatived, 
and the resolution carried oinanimously. — It was then resolved 
that an application for the use of the Court House should be laid 
before the pext Vestry, and to carry out other arrangements pre- 
paratory to the public meeting. — A vote of thanks to the Chair 
closed the proceedings. 
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THE OPPOSmON MOYEBIENT AT BIRKISNHEAD. 

The opposition, to the Birkenhead Street Railway — which the 
opponents of Street Railways in London have endeavoured to use 
as one of their most destructiye weapons — appears to have mainly, 
or entirely, arisen froni the hostility of a few religious enthusiasts, 
on the ground taken by them that the cars are run on Sunday 
afternoons, and therefore Mr. Train was promoting (as alleged) 
England's national sin of Sabbath-breaking. 

It is a somewhat remarkable coincidence that the prime movers, 
in the first instance, to show a hostile &ont to this — ^to say the 
least — apparent improvement^ both in Marylebone and Birken- 
head, were reverend gentlemen. And when it is considered that 
the ties of affinity and relationship exists between a prominent 
reverend opponent of Marylebone and a well-known reverend gen- 
tleman of Birkenhead, and that the opposition in the latter district 
immediately followed that of the formei*, the singularity of the co- 
incidence is still more apparent. 

The style of this unexpected opposition against Mr. Train's 
system is readily shown by the subjoined — one of a number of 
anonymous communications addressed to him : — 

jVov. 5thy 1860. 
To Mr. Train. ^ 

Dear Sir, — ^Would you like to know the reason why you are 
not taken notice of by the most respectable people of Liverpool, 
Birkenhead, and the neighourhood, and your cleverness in setting 
up a Street Railway (which in itself is an excellent invention and 
public benefit) not appreciated 1 Well, it is because you are sin- 
ning against God your Maker, by directly breaking one of His 
holy commandments, and desecrating His holy Sabbath-day by 
causing iheae carriages to run on Sunday — adding to England's 
national sin of Sabbath-breaking, and putting a temptation in the 
way of the lower classes that they would not otherwise have. 
Perhaps you do not like to think of these things, but when you 
come to die yon will have to think— Kiepend upon it. He does 
not bless people or imdertakings that are opposed to His supreme 
will. You are certainly talented, but the more heavy will be your 
reckoning ; for who has given you your talents ? But do stop 
them running ; it wiU be better for the men you employ — for what 
kind of people do you think they will be who have no moral law 
in their minds to restrain them from evil ? And even the poor 
horses ought to have rest ; for a merciful man is merciful to his 
beast. This letter is from one who wishes you well, both for time 
and eternity ; and may the all-powerful, all-holy God bless yon 
and soften your heart, by giving you some of His Holy Spirit, for 
our Lord Jesus Christ's sake. 

A FRIEND IN CHESHIRK 
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Since the starting of the somewhat novel objection, as illustrated 
in the foregoing letter, some few resident merchants or traders of 
Birkenhead have lent their assistance, it is said, to the opposition. 
For the information of our readers we subjoin the following report 
of ludicrous objections which appeared in the Liverpool Poat, of 
November 3rd : — 

On Friday evening last, a meeting of merchants and others of 
Birkenhead was held, when it was resolved to memorialise the 
Board of Commissioners on the question of having the line of 
rails laid down in the township lifted up altogether, and in the 
course of Saturday the memorial was handed round amongst the 
ratepayers and non-ratepayers. The groimds of complaint chiefly 
are : — 1st. That the facHity given to the public by the street rail- 
way cars tends to induce parties to visit Liverpool in the way of 
marketings. 2nd. That the rails, as laid down, are dangerous, 
and have caused accidents, besides being an impediment to trade. 
3rd. That the rails ought to be lifted because of their running on 
the Sabbath. The memorial has been numerously signed. In the 
event of the memorial not effecting the object contemplated it has 
been resolved to apply for a mandamus. 

f 

The following may be considered to be a reply thereto, as also 
published in the Live^ol F^at of the same date :— 

TO THE BIRKENHEAD COMMISSIONERS. 

Gentlemen, — ^Understanding that a memorial is to be presented 
to your board, at its meeting to-morrow, against the street railway 
here, with a view to its being lifted, and believing that use is being 
made of an accident which occurred opposite my shop to a relative, 
as if caused by the rails, I place the £stcts before you. 

On the evening of the 23rd October, about ten o'clock, Mr. 
Creorge Smith, of Hoylake, drove up from Mr. Evans* coach-office, 
and when at my shop-door, driving at the rate of about nine miles 
an hour, the wheel came o£^ throwing Mrs. Smith and child into 
the street. At the time it was thought that the wheel had been 
forced off by coming in contact with the line of raiL Early next 
morning, however, it was found that the linch-pin of the wheel 
had come out 250 yards from the corner of my shop. I leave 
you to judge what connection the accident could have with the 
rails. 

Further, after a residence of several years here, I know a little 
as to accidents, and state that, while previous to the laying down of 
the line of raUs accidents frequently occurred at this comer, not 
one has occurred here on the rails. 

Referring to the question of safety, it may be wise to remind 
your Board that since the opening of the street railway there is no 
overcrowding of rickety cars (eight inside and seven outside) ; no 
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smashing up of worn-out vehicles, and such lika The accommoda- 
tion of the street railway is a manifest improvement. Is it necessary 
to remind your Boar(l that, in various of the mining districts, blind 
ponies are used for miles under ground, along Unes of rail, with- 
out accidents 1 and therefore the attempt at making out a case 
against the daylight street railway would all but convince any 
intelligent ratepayer that the leading memorialists stand greatly 
in need of having thavr eyes brushed up a bit. It is a simple 
question in the " rule of three" If the blind, unfortunate ponies 
steer so well clear of accidents under ground, how much better 
should the clear-visioned geldings above ground ? 

The memorialists complain that carriages do not draw up at 
merchants' shop>-doors from want of room. Surely this cannot be, 
aS) on measurement, I find from 12 to 15 feet of space betwixt 
kerb stone and rail 

The memorialists (ratepayers and non-ratepayers) also touch on 
the running of the cars during the Sabbath. On this, permit me 
to say that there is about as much of the merits of morality 
involved as was in 

"Poor old Wood's tom cat. 
Which lived eighteen years and neyer had a sweetheart." 

I remain, gentlemen, respectfully yours, 
THOMAS GOODALL WILKINSON. 
1, Hamilton Street^ Birkenhead, 5th Nov., 1860. 

From the Liverpool Post, Nov. 6th, we make another extract, 
>as follows : — 

^'Strange to say, that whilst Manchester, Birmingham, Edinburgh, 
and sundry districts of London have pofdtively decided to introduce 
street railways, there are some benighted individuals in Birkenhead 
trying to prevent their extension in that township. We imder- 
stand, however, that the petition to be presented to the Commis- 
sioners against the railway partakes chiefly of a religious character. 
The signers wish to deprive the poor of a pleasant ride on a Sunday 
afbemoon. These old fogies have already persuaded the Company 
to stop their cars during hours of service, but are not satisfied, and 
want them discontinued entirely on Sunday, forgetting, in their 
blindness, that more cabs, more horses, more men will be occupied 
in consequence. The people will ride in something. We hear 
that the ladies of Oxton and Claughton are showing more sense, 
by petitioning in favour of extension of the rails to their vicinity." 

The best answer that can be given to the promoters of this 
pseudo opposition, is the important fiust (come to our knowledge 
since compiling these particulars), that the Birkenhead Comn^is- 
sioners have finally decided, by a very great majority, to extend 
Street Bailways all over that town. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PUBLIC PRESS. 



New Orleans (U.S.) Daily Picayune, October 14<A, 1860. 

{London Correspondent.) 

London, September 22, 1860. 
At last, the great metropolis of the British Empire is in a state of revo- 
lution. This famous London town, the very hot-bed of c(»iBervatism. 
the mighty heart of a nation so peculiarly averse to innovstion, that we 
driving people of the west, stigmatise it as the slowest of enlightenet 
communities, is, at length, stirred to its inmost depths. Paris, in. itf 
wildest days dP historical excess, did not more bristle with barricades thai: 
do these streets to-day. Not in one particularly revolutionary locality, 
some Rue Saint Antoine alone, but broadcast over the vast city, a< 
almost every turn, where wide thoroughfares opening give room foi 
throngs to operate, rise the frowning baniers of stone and earth, to turr 
us from our course. Men of stem determination man these rude ram* 
parts ; men, who have struggled hard for bread, for weary years, anc 
who will probably do the same for many years to come; men, who will 
battle as stoutly in shirt-sleeves, as they now are doing, as their 
brethren over the channel, in their blouses. WeU armed are they too ; 
well led ; incited also by influential classes, who have long brooded over 
the grievance which has weighed upon them, and planned secretly but 
surely this widespread outbre&L Who are these plotters ? What see^ 
they, what the offence? Beader, London streets are oyerburdened with 
the crush of trai&c, consequent upon the presence of two millions of the 
human race. Our conspirators are knights of the spade, the pick, and 
the barrow, and seek to build, below the flrm-set earth, another city, child 
of the monster that groans above. 

Li sober truth, the people of London have, for the past twelve months, 
been growing more and more concerned for the relief of their main 
thoroughfares. To an American it appears astonishing that so l<mg a 
time should have elapsed, without the question's becoming the principal 
one of the day, as it certainly now i& No one who has not witnessed it, 
can form any just idea from what he may have seen elsewhere, of tfaua 
picture presented, particularly by Fleet Street and Cheapside, fifty times 
during the day ; thoroughly, completely blocked, as uiey are, by the 
dense mass of vehicles of every kind imaginable; and when we dive 
further into the feverish '* city" proper, and pause bewildered at London 
Bridge, the scene, indeed, raffles description. The most natural relief 
that suggests itself to trans- Atlantic mind, is the horse nulway: 
which, by destroying at a blow the item of the omnibuses, would 
make a void so great that a dweller in the Strand could almost 
persuade himself that he was out upon his holiday at Brighton or 
Hampton Court, in the absence of the din which now deafens his 
much-enduring ear eternally. And I speak advisedly, when I say 
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etenuilly ; for London never goes to deep ; the huge monster roars 
incessantly ; and if in the little hoars of the morning its xmreet becomes a 
trifle easier, the clatter of the last jaded wheels of dissipation has not died 
entirely, before the ramble of the morning carts again assaults the tortured 
tympanum. Yet, strange to say, Europe, until three weeks ago, had not 
a metropolitan railway in its whole extent ; and it was reserved for an 
American, Mr. Gsobos Francis Train, of Boston, to rouse the English 
to a sense of their own discomfort in clinging to the crude ideas of locomo-> 
tion which our own dties exploded long since. It was a vast undertaking, 
tUs of Mr. Train^s, to shake British prejudice ; to awake drowsy John 
BuUi, dosdng comfortably in beery stup^action ; the halo of uncounted 
centuries dimming his vision, rendering him rather content to bear the 
ills he had, than to experiment upon the new notions of the time ; but he 
has succeeded, after many a pull and thump, in doing so. Even the 
Times^ which, as usual, has cautiously forebom to express an opinion 
until the result m clear, and it can safely assume the oracle, now raises its 
voice in jubilee at the success of the Birkenhead experiment. It must be 
observed, however, that it ignores Mr. Train. It is all a very fine thing ; 
the Thunderer impatiently awaits its advent in London. 

It compliments Birkenhead upon its bravery in being the first to dare 
this tremendous innovation ; but not a word has it for tl^e enterprising 
Bostonian. It is, however, a satisfEkction to know that he is reaping 
what is better tluui empty words ; and that his contracts embrace most 
of the large cities of the north of England, as well as a pemussion to 
« experiment" in one of London^s leading thoroughfiires. Then, doubt- 
less, his restless spirit will wing its way to the Continent. 



Morning Star, October 20th^ 1860. 

A viooROUs agitation is being prosecuted in Marylebone against Mr. 
^Train's scheme for constructing a street railway along Baker Street. 
It is urged that the quietness of the neighbourhood wiU be disturbed, 
that house property will be deteriorated, and that the finances of the 
parish will suffer. We have no doubt that all these objections will 
receive an answer. After all, the giieat question is, whether the public 
convenience will be generally promoted by the undertaking ? 



Morning Star, October 23rd. 
(Leading Article.) 

Mr. George Francis Train is a gentleman whose experiments and 
proposals are at present causing no slight excitemeut throughout various 
parochial and municipal bodies. Parish legislatures, in general, contain a 
fair proportion of members who do not much desire novelty. We know 
of a parish in one of the suburbs of London in which a member of the 
local board expressed his wonder that the iuhabitants should like to have 
gas, and another could not see what on earth they wanted of footpaths. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that some members of metropolitan boards 
should feel alarmed at the proposed innovation of street railways. The 
opposition, however, has not come in this case mainly from the municipal 
bodies themselves; outside pressure has been more remarkable, and in 
one instance the opposition has made its appearance in a somewhat 
singular and mediseval form. Mr. George Francis Train, the gentle- 
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man who projects these street lines, has seen, we believe, a great 
many extrstordinary places, men, and incidents in his time. He 
has seen, according to his own prolific works, Russian palaces 
and Chinese prisons ; Syrian ruins, Indian bungalows, and tiger- 
hunts ; Manilla beauties and Japanese public baths ; South American 
plantations and Pacific coral-divers. But still we think, if he hap- 
pened to have been present at the meeting of the Maiylebone Council 
on Saturday, he would have seen something quite new. He would have 
seen one of the most amusing assertions of territorial right and feudal 
supremacy ever witnessed in our vulgar days, when the toe of the peasant, 
in Shakespeare^s phrase, approaches so near the heel of the lord. Mr. 
Train being an American would, no doubt, have had a fresh zest for the 
novel^«ensation. The Marylebone Council were considering the propriety 
of adopting the report of the vestry, which recommended the laying of 
Mr. Train's street railways in certain portions of the parish, extending 
from Oxford-street to St. John's Wood. As a matter of course, the 
proposal met with all the opposition which any novelty, good or bad, 
must encounter. But the importance of any ordinary opposition was 
submerged in the greatness of one opposing influence. Lord PoRT&f ak, 
it appears, has property in that parish ; that is to say, he owns houses 
there ; for whatever Mr. Train, as one unacquainted withfeudal posses- 
sion in England, may think, we presume his lordship has not the power 
to stop up Oxford-street, or to turn Baker-street into a private avenue. 
But Lord PoRTMAN does ndt approve of street railways, and therefore 
issued a manifesto or ukase to the Marylebone Council, which his agent, 
or perhaps we should rather say his herald, delivered on Saturday to that 
dismayed body. His lordship, *''' after the most careful inquiry," has dis- 
covered that the project would be most detrimental to the interests of the 
parish and his tenants generally, and therefore directs that *Hhe adoption 
of such a proposal shoi]dd at once be rejected by the vestry." His lord- 
ship favoured the Council with his private opinion upon the legal question 
involved, intimating that no such railway as that proposed could be laid 
down *^ without an Act of Parliament ;" and his equally valuable opinion 
upon the more material question affected, *•*• that it would not answer 
the purposes required of it." We .do not venture to say whether the 
scheme would or would not be found satisfEustory and successful. At 
the worst, Mr. Train appears willing to give the very' best possible 
security that the original condition of the streets shall, if needful, be 
restored. But the idea of the feudal power of Lord Portman, manifested 
in the mandate he issues, strikes us as being one of the most curious 
anachronisms which could possibly be projected into the middle of onr 
modern existence. How queerly the seignorial document reads in the 
midst of a discussion of a municipal council about the making of a railway! 
It would suit admirably in the history of the Middle Ages, or even in one 
of the novels of the late G-. P. R. James. "What, hoi my followers," 
says the uproused Lord Portman ; "let yon rebellious vassals be dragged 
before our presence. Let them kneel before us with halters round their 
necks ! And by St. John of the Wood I will not sleep until I have seen 
the head of yonder audacious Train." Or, what a subject for a historic 
painter, a Herbert, or a Maclise — " The vassals of Marylebone doing 
penance before Lord Portman." But suqji themes are sadly out of 
Keeping with railways, and omnibuses, and municipal councils. Martin's 
painting, in which the scriptural kings, and the terrors of the last judg- 
ment, and the railway carriages running over the viaduct, are all mixed 
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together, does not present a more incongruous jumble. There is 
something humiliating to those who reverence our old ancestral usages in 
haying to hear that, after ail this tremendous announcement, Lord 
PoRTMAN was compelled to threaten his vassals and feudatories 
with mere legal proceediijgs — a trumpery appeal to a modem court 
of law, such as any ignoble individual might have recourse to — in the 
event of their resisting his decree. Ko marshalling of retainers — no pro- 
clamation — no sacking of Marylebone — ^no municipal heads blackening 
on the castle gates ; only an appeal to a legal tribunal, where the Mary- 
lebone delegates will be allowed to plead their cause by counsel and to 
defend themselves with necks unhaltered. The question having been 
adjourned, we cannot yet conjecture whether the men of Marylebone will 
take heart of grace and brave Lord Portman's fury. The scheme appears 
worth trying, at all events, and it is hard to understand why inhabitants 
of streets should threaten to forsake their abodes because they are pro- 
mised omnibuses which will make neither noise nor dust. Some of the 
objections are inscrutable in their character. One speaker declared that 
*^ without an Act of Parliament, it would be impossible to travel with 
any convenience on a tramway in such a crowded thoroughfare as Oxford- 
street." Acts of Parliament are often expected to do wonderful things, 
but we never before heard that an Act of Parliament could make it 
possible to travel with convenience in a crowded thoroughfare where such 
a feat had been foimd impossible before. Whatever the Council may 
decide, we hope and believe that they will in no way be influenced unduly 
by the baronial mandate of Lord Portman, or the dictation of his envoy. 
The opinion of Lord Portman on the utility of a street tramway is 
' probably about as good as that of any ordinary man who has never ' 
thought of the matter until within the last few days. The views of Lord 
PoRTMAN, as an owner of property, believing hiniself to be acting for the 
good of his tenants, are entitled to the fullest respect and to very great 
consideration ; but any further claim than this is, in our matter-of-fact 
days, only ludicrous. The municipal legislature of Marylebone are the 
authorities to decide upon the adoption or rejection of any scheme 
proposed which affects the public interests o^ the locality. Lord 
PoRTMAN has a legal appeal, but so has every one else concerned in the 
matter. Lord Portman, in feet, is like anybody else who owns property 
in the district, and fears it may be injured. He has a good locus standi^ 
which only he himself, by his manifesto, makes ri^culous. At the 
Eglinton tournament the old suits of armour were all found too small for 
the modem knights. People had quite outgrown the antique shells of 
mail. So with the feudal rights of noblemen. We have all quit« out- 
grown them long since. 

St. Pancras News, October 27tL 

In the metropolis, more especially in Marylebone, there is a hot discussion 
going on just now whether or not Mr. Train — a very appropriate name — 
should be allowed to experiment in street-railways. The authorities 
decided that he should ; but now the inhabitants, shopkeepers, and others 
who expect a decrease in their returns, violently oppose the scheme. Mr. 
Train is an enterprising gentleman, and there seems little doubt but be 
will ultimately succeed in Marylebone in carrying out his plans. Should 
he feil here he will be successful elsewhere. Anyhow, whatever particular 
vestries may say or do, Mr. Train is in a very fair way of building up, 
in a very short time, a considerable fortune. 
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LoKi>ON Review, October 27. Conducted by Charles Mackay. 

* 

An Old Follt in a New Shape. — ^Nothing new and good, from 
the time of the Ephesians, was ever offered to society but it was met hj 
envious opposition. Not manj yeais before gas was introduced, tompike- 
roads were vehemently objected to by the market-gardeners in the vicmity 
of the metropolis. They wotdd giye distant places access to London and 
spoil their market. When gas was first saggeited, almost everybody 
spoke ill of it. The streets would be broken up in a vain endeavour to 
carry it miles, and it would never go yards. It would be flickering, 
uncertain, and would never be half as safe and useful as the old street- 
lamps. Omnibuses also, when they first came into vogue, were con- 
tinually described as nuisances. Daily did a certain journal, nicknamed 
'"'• My Grandmother,'* scream against the 'busses. Cabs, too. Hansom and 
others, were continually villified; and numerous persons would rather 
walk, or employ the old hackney-coaches, than get into them. BaUways 
even, as 1^. Alderman Salomons repiinded the Marylebone Vestry 
Board, were decried as likely to ruin the coimtry. Town councils, vestry 
boards, and country gentlemen, fiercely resisted those who would make 
them. It is therefore neither new nor strange that the holders and 
occupiers of prop^ty intermediate between St. John's Wood and Oxford 
Street, diould object to tramways connecting these two, in time, distant 
localities. Men of business complain that, to go from one end of London 
to another by the ordinary conveyances, multiplied and convenient as 
they are, requires as much time as to go from London to Slough or 
Brighton. To increase and hasten the means of conveyance within the 
metropolis, is, therefore, most desirable ; and it might be expected that 
every public body, keeping in view the public interest, would do all in its 
power for this purpose. 

In the first instance the Marylebone Vestry showed itself sensible of 
this duty, and seemed disposed readily to accept Mr. Train's handsome 
offer to lay a tramway, and provide carriages for it, from Oxford Street 
to St. John's Wood, at his own expense, and to repair all the damage 
he might do if he did not succeed. Hp asked only for leave to try the 
experiment ; and he offered to deposit a sum of money which would be 
an ample guarantee to the parish against loss. But the old and undying 
spirit of resistance to improvement soon rose up in its usual place. The 
owners of intermediate property, like the gardeners, are afraid of having 
their monopoly of a fine situation infringed upon, and they^ threaten 
legal resistance. No Act of Parliament, it is said, has been obtained, 
'and the Board is not empowered to make the change. Owners and 
lessees of genteel houses in Gloucester Place, Baker Street, and other 
places, totiSly unmindful of the convenience of the inhabitants of the 
extreme positions, petition and threaten the Board, which finds itself 
obliged to postpone the consideration of the subject, and will probably 
reject Mr. Train's offer. Again, then, we have the same story repeated, 
and a general improvement thwarted by the selfishness of a few indivi- 
duals. Lord PoRTMAN and the Duke of Portland, by their agents, 
have interfered to stop the scheme, forgetting, apparently, that land is 
held as property subject to the public convenience, and that it woold be 
decent and becoming in them to allow the chosen representatives of the 
parishioners to decide what is for the public convenience, without their 
epecial interference. 

That the inhabitants of Gloucester Place and Baker Street should 
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«xprefi8 their opinioTis on this sobject — ^whatever they may be, and by 
whatever motLTes dictated — ^is quite reasonable ; but since the Metro* 
poUtan Act was passed for the very porpose of enabUng bodies chosen 
by the people to effect improvements, the objection that no special 
Act of Parliament has be^ obtained for making a tramway, seems 
futile. In the Metropolitan Act there is a very strict limitation as 
to the amount of mon^ the Board of Works may expend on public 
improvements without going to Parliament, but otherwise such Boards 
are expressly enjoined to promote it ; and as Mr. Tbain's proposal in- 
volves no expense to the parish, this ground of opposition nas no just 
foundation. The plan has been successfully carried into execution in 
New York and Birkenhead, and seems very likely to succeed if carried 
through some of the not very thronged thoroughfiures between the great 
suburb that stretches away to Kilburn and the busy part of Oxford 
Street. OmnibusBes akeady travel in this direction ; the tramway would 
neither make more noise nor be more injurious to property than they are, 
and they augment its value ; but it would infringe on a monopoly of the 
omnibus company, and be like gas, cabs, and omnibuses, a great public 
convenience. 



Monet Market Review^ October 27th. 

In the present age of progress, when new inventions suddenly spring 
into being, and pass through the succesflsive phases of scientific wonders, 
expensive luxuries, and finally absolute necessities of life, it is the fashion 
for each discoverer to proclaim that the tcue summum bonum has at last 
been reached ; and Mr.^XsAiN forms' no exception to the rule. After 
reading his pamphlet it seems incredible to any intelligent being that 
without street nulways we have been able to make any important steps 
in the march of wealth and civilisation. Eaikoads are something ; steam- 
boats, electric telegraphs, gas, water-works have gone a little way ; but 
we are forced at kst to the conclusion that, if there is one thing that is 
most essential to the prosperity of England, that one thing is street 
railways. Seriously, however, as a mere matter of. calculation, there 
appears no doubt that street railways will not only afford a vast amount 
of personal convenience, and effect a saving of much valuable time, but 
also, what is of most importance to many people, will pay unconunonly 
weQ. It is unnecessary to describe here the troubles and delay of a 
journey through London, every one being unf(Mrtunately too well expe- 
rienced on the point ; and by almost the whole population of the metro- 
polis in general, and by business men in particular, any improvement 
tending to lessen the evil will be received with gratitude. Street railways 
profess to do this, and, what is more, prove it as far as anything can be 
proved in antieipation. At the same time, men will be ready enough to 
pay for what wiU save them the loss of that most precious commodity — 
their time. Mr. Train thus appears likely to escape the fate of most 
inventors, and to earn at once the applause of the multitude and the 
substantial fruits of his labour in lieu of waiting for posthumous statues. 
In discussing the merits of an invention it is harcuy fair to speak too 
personally of the inventor. If the invention is good, its value cannot be 
affected by the circumstance that its originator is the foremost man of 
science of the age, or comparatively unknown. This rule especially 
applies to an invention whicii has already been tried with success. The 
present case, however, presents an exception. . Mr. Train has so iden- 

H 
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tified himself with street railways, that speaking of the one involves 
the mention of the other. It is impossible to say a word about a plan 
which is to render street locomotion actually an inviting exercise, 
without referring to the man who has conferred on us so unexpected a 
blessing. Mr. Train is a thorough American, and recommends himself 
by his imflinching nationality. Unlike most of his travelled compatriots, 
he would feel being taken for an Englishman as a very doubtfid compli- 
ment. The characteristic energy with which he, as it were, has forced 
his experiment upon people, could hardly be found anywhere except 
among our trans- Atlantic cousins. Fortified with the advantages of Im 
plan of street railways, as already proved in the great American cities, 
Mr. Train comes over here, sweeps away opposition as it were by magic, 
starts his omnibuses in Birkenhead, obtains, in the teeth of poweriiil 
competitors, valuable concessions from London vestries, and before we 
altogether realise what he is about, promises to intersect with his system 
of roads the streets, not only of the metropolis, but also of ail the larger 
provincial cities. If the street railroads only show one-half of the resists 
in their way that Mr. Train has accomplished in his, what a wonderful 
gain it will be! Where, however, Mr. Train will certainly succeed is in 
the point of convenience. He himself dwells on the increased acconuno- 
dation his omnibuses will afford, and this, we apprehend, will prove their 
chief value. At the same time the regularity enforced by the system of 
street railroads must do much to accelerate traffic. We heartily wish 
Mr. Train success in the efforts he is making to relieve Londoners from 
one of the greatest annoyances they are subject to ; and, at the same 
time, we may congratulate ourselves that, if the plan is worth anything, 
his energy will not leave us to wait long befcy^ it is Mrly put upon- its 
trial. 



The Reporter, October 27th. 

^^ Re- habilitating*^ the Horse. — Martlebone Terrified. — Good 
people approaching the grand climateric of their duration on the earth 
cannot fail to remember Sie hubbub created by the proposed introduction 
of gas into the metropolis, nor the absurd stories that were freely 
circulated when Jenner stated that by the aid of lymph from the 
postules of a cow affected with a natural eruption he could prevent that 
disastrous malady — small-pox — in the human subject. The sceptics 
alleged that frequent calamitous explosions would occur in the streets, 
blowing pedestrians and carriages into the air, and that children so 
innoculated would have horns grow out of their heads, and that their 
faces would become like those of that most useful animal — ^the cow. 
Now, there are some people at this time in the metropolis who consider 
that the introduction of Street Railways is pregnant with scarcely less 
impending evils. Everybody considered that the Marylebone Repre- 
sentative Council did a most wise act when that august " Local Pania- 
ment '* agreed, with but two or three dissentients, to permit one of the 
most enterprising men of the day, Mr. George Train, to lay down a 
street railway within the confines of the territory governed by this body. 
The confirmation of the power about to be accorded to this gentleman 
has, however, been postponed on account of a tremendous show of opposi- 
tion set up at the usual meeting on Saturday last by the Did^e of 
Portland and Lord Portman, two noblemen who own a large portion 
of property in the district. 
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K we rightly nnderatand the exact grounds of the red-hot opposition 
with which Mr. Train is menaced, it may thus be briefly summarised : — 

1. That valuable property will be deteriorated, and that good tenants 
will leave their houses at the earliest opportunity, on account of the bustle 
andn<H8e. 

2. That they are impracticable and dangerous. 

3. That they will not afford, nor at so cheap a rate, the present accom- 
modation to the pubMc. 

4. That they cannot be constmeted without the special authority of an 
Act of Parliament. 

Now, the first objection set up is a rather extraordinary one to advance 
in these latter chys of genenal emi^Ktenment and common sense. George 
Stephenson was afraid to give it as his settled opinion, when examined 
before a Committee of the House of Commons, that railway trains could 
achieve a speed of 40 or 50 miles an hour ; so for fear of being styled a 
" soothsayer,'* he merdy expressed his opinion that the speed on the pro- 
posed line of sails— neveltie6 at that time, like the street tramways of the 
present day — ^might occasionally achieve a speed of 20 miles per hour ! 
And the landlords and owners of property — especially those connected 
with the old style of locomotion— opposed xailways through thick and 
thin, as,^ ia their opinion, they would utterly annihilate the value of all 
property nigh thereto. Now, instead of people migrating fix)m the rail, 
they have £'awn close to it, and houses and land contiguous to railway 
stations let the best. The original medium of loc^notive power from the 
station of the North-Western at Euston-square to Chalk-farm, about a 
mile and a-half, was a rope, in deference to the landl(xrds, who were 
terrified liest the locomotive engines would beo(nne a perpetual nuisance 
and depopulate the locality. Now, the ic^has been abofished for many 
a year, engines in unanticipated numba^ traverse the cutting, the land is 
covered mith new and eWant edifices, and the resident population 
augmented' one hundred fold. As these street trams, and the handsome 
vehicles that will run on them, will create scarcely any noise and very 
little dust, as compared with the ordinary traffic — one carriage, containing 
60 or 100 people, not occasioning more noise or dust than a donkey 
with panniers on either side — the objections raised cannot avail the 
opponents of this newer, better, and more humane system of street 
transit. 

Secondly. That these street railways will be fraught with danger to the 
populace, and, besides, in a populous town like London, are absurdly im- 
practicable, is really an easy, off-hand, but untenable set of objections. 
The streets in which Mr. Train dfesires to lay down these lines at his own 
cost, be it borne in mind, and their removal if need be, are exceedingly 
wide, and would not, therefore^ interfere with the regular traffic ; indeed, 
on the contrary, the omnibus traffic would be diminished, because ]\Ir. 
Train's omnibuses would be Hlce six of these cramped vehicles rolled 
into one. Let us ask where is the danger? These'arge, pretty, and con.- 
venient cars can be stopped easier than a 'bus, any animal or conveyauce 
can cross and re-cross these trams without " let or hindrance," just as if 
they were a portion of the ordinary road. Further, the danger of colli- 
sion, or running over men, women, or children, is reduced to a minimum^ 
since there are guards to the wheels which would gently posh aside any 
foreign substance. Thirdly. That these street lines will not afford so much 
public convenience, nor be so cheap, as the present mode of transit, as the 
carriages will only run occasionally, is equally futile, since the cars will. 

h2. 
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he ran suflBciently often to compete with the other ti^ffic. Possibly thoy 
-will travel more regularly and quickly, and certainly at as cheap, if not a 
cheaper rate ; for stations will doubtless be opened, and parties desiring to 
ride will congregate there just as they do at the various railway stations. 
Perhaps the 'busses will stop, as at present, at any spot, and, of course, 
will let passengers alight at just whatever place they may list. The 
public convenience will be served. Success wul never attend any project 
that runs counter to the rational and reasonable requirements of the 
public. 

Fourthly, a special Act of Parliament cannot be requisite, because 
our ^^ Local Parliaments " Are armed with ample powers, under the 
Act by which they are constituted, to alter or amend the roads and pave- 
ments under their controL 

No one can object to any reasonable delay, but we trust that the good 
sense of the rate-payers of Marylebone— whose highway rates Mr. Tbaik^s 
tramways will materially lighten on account of the lack of wear and tear, 
and his agreement to execute all the repairs — will ultimately prevail over 
^' vested interests,*' which have so often «tood in the way of eligible 
public improvements, and that, ere long, we .shall behold the horse ^^ re- 
habihtated " in the borough of Marylebone. 



Observer, October 2Sth. 



The Street Kailway Question. — It will be perceived, from a full 
report in another part of The Observer, that yestemay there was another 
excited meeting at the Marylebone Council upon the subject of Mr. 
Train's plan for laying down street railways in the metropolis. Several 
other deputations with protests and memorials against the proposals were 
present, and every available space in the court-house was filled. Mr. 
Train himself was present to hear the objections against his plan, and 
had the privilege accorded to him of addressing the Board, as well as 
combating the arguments of the deputations. Upon the point as tp the 
apprehended depreciation of propei-ty by the railway, if carried out, he 
met the point boldly by offering 10 per cent, increase the moment the 
tramway passed the doors of those who feared depreciation. The question 
was strongly and ably argued pro and con,, and in the course of the dis- 
cussion some anonymous and scurrilous handbills were exhibited, the 
authorship of which had been traced to a paid agent of the London 
General Omnibus Company, and which not only attackei the supporters 
of the plan in the vestry, whom it called a ** democracy," but attacked 
the press and its representatives. The affair was, however, very properly 
described by Mr. Herrino in the course of his remarks. Several 
divisions took place as to the further adjournment of the debate, and 
during the last division a note was received from Mr. Train, stating that 
as he saw so much opposition, and as he did not desire to have any cavil 
with so powerful a parish as Marylebone, he respectfully requested that 
they would postpone all further consideration of the subject till they 
should have haa the opportunity of witnessing the working of his 
principle from the Pimlico station of the Brighton Bailway through 
Victoria-street to Westminster Abbey. Upon the receipt of this, ulti- 
mately the further consideration of the question was deferred for a period 
of three months. 
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Morning Star, October 29*A. 

On Saturday, the meeting of the Marylebone Reprefientative Council was 
the scene of a debate of considerable interest and excitement, the matter 
under consideration being the proposed street railway. Several depu- 
tations attended to oppose Mr. Train^s scheme. Foremost among these 
malcontents was Dr. Kamsbotiom, who exhibited great solicitude for the 
tranquillity of the aristocratic regions of Portman Square. Solicitors also 
attended on behalf of Lords Cardigan and Beverley, and once more 
presented the legal view of the question. Mr. Train himself was then 
permitted to m^e a statement in explanation of his project, which was 
clear and to the point. He concluded by expressing his willingness to 
withdraw so much of lus scheme as had excited dissatisfaction, and only 
to apply, in the first instance, for permission to lay down a tramway 
between the Marble Arch and Tottenham Court Road. Notwithstanding 
this concession, the opinions expressed in the discussion which ensued were 
pretty equally divided, and ultimately Mr. Train, acting in a conciliatory 
spirit which does him great credit, requested that all action in the matter 
might be postponed until the Vestry had seen his scheme in operation in 
Victoria Street. A resolution, adjourning the further consideration of the 
subject for three months, was then adopted. 



Once ▲ Week, Saturday ^ November Zrd. 

Trains and Tramways. — ^The aristocracy of Marylebone have rushed 
to the rescue, and the projected train is off the line for the present. 
Lord Portman heads the onslaught in defence of vested rights, though 
the inhabitant householders of Gloucester Place, Portman Square^ 
acknowledge ^'that private interest must yield to public convenience 
when a clear case is made out.^* 

Lord Portman and his clients are quite right in defending themselves 
from injury ; and we may go further than that, and add that they ought 
to have compensation for any proven injury — as in the case of railways 
— which may occur from benefiting the public. Only, they must not be 
compensated first, and discover afterwards that the supposed injury has 
put their property at a premium, as has been the case with many rail- 
ways. 

Now, what are the public advantages to be obtained — ^we will not say 
by tramways — but by some system of road improvement which shall 
enable the public to ride in a better class of carriages as a matter of con« 
venience? First, a saving of 75 per cent, in the cost of haulage, and 50 
per cent, in drivers and conductors, putting that extra profit into the 
pockets of the proprietors. Or — Secondly, extending the sphere of riding 
to a far larger class of the population, and all this without in any way 
interfering with the public convenience as regards other vehicles or foot 
passengers. 

What are the objections made? 

1. That Mr. Train^s system will make a nuisance by reason of monster 
omnibuses. 

Not proven; inasmuch as one omnibus is less nuisance than two. 
But, in truth, Mr. Train^s specific system is neither more nor less than 
a very bad class of railway, with a very heavy railway carriage on it, 
drawn by horses instead of an engine. It ia likely to prove a nuisance 
^nly by means of mechanical inefficiency. 
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2. That the streets chosen are not "wide enough to permit the railway 
carriage to pass along the centre, while leaving way enough on each 8i(fe 
for the passage of other carriages. 

If this be so, the result woidd be mischievous, aggravating its mecha- 
nical deficiencies. 

3. That the present small omnibuses *^ run at such a pace, and at such 
a rate of charge, as to meet the requirements of all classes.^' They who 
make this statement are probably good easy people, who never experienced 
the curse of Robert Burns, ^^ making a guinea do the work of five pounds.^' 
If the poor could ride three miles for a penny instead of twopence, they 
would express a very strong opinion on this matter, and claim to be 
better judges than the richer classes in the matt^ of their especial 
vehicular conveyance. 

No one with a sense of justice will say that the wealthy classes should 
be deprived without reason of their ease and convenience ; but one thing 
is quite Clear. The whole of the streets, save some portion of the parks, 
and the special reservations of the Duke of Bedford and others^ are 
open to every kind of vehicle, and the omnibuses select those streets where 
a sufficient number of customers are to be picked up along the line of 
route. Baker Street, of course, comes under this category. 

Now, of all noisy vehicles, an omnibus is about uie worst. It is a 
contrivance to create noise ; and the process of noise creation, jumping 
from stone to stone, produces a mass of dust in dry weath^, and mud in 
wet weather. Whetner as regards noise, or dust, or dirt, Mr. Train*s 
carriage running on a rail would be comparativdy noifleless, and -free 
firom all dirt nuisance ; and were the experiment tried with the omnibuses 
one day, and the rail carriage next, it is very certain that theinhabitants^ 
if polled, would give their suffirages in favour of the latter ; the difference 
*would be as great as that betwea:! wood pavement and stone pavement, 
though subject to disadvantages of other lands. 

Mr. Train's system is unquestionably a clumsy one, but it ia not on 
that ground that the objections are made against it. It is simply beoause 
they do not understaxKl it that persons raise objections against it. If the 
objectors once understood the theory and principle of tractioa, their 
objections would cease. It is the roughness of a roaa of stone in Uocks or 
Macadam that causes the noise and vibration. To this the objectors will 
probably reply that all railways are noisy and vibrative. But a railway 
carriage moving at seven miles per hour is comparatively noiseless and 
free mm vibration. It is the question of speed : the rough road at a 
slow speed is as noiBy as a smoother road at higher si>eed. This may be 
experienced by riding in an omnibus over the smooth granite trams in 
Bread Street when Cheapside pavement is taken up. 

How many of the readers of this paper will get titese^ laets into tiieir 
brains, that a smooth road is a less nuisance than a rough one, and that 
an ordinary omnibus would lose half its noisome qualities by running on 
a smooth sur£eu:e, and save half the cost of horse fl4h and human labour ? 
Perhaps five per cent, of my readers will re&lise this in their minds, and 
then throw down the paper and think no more of it. The ninety-five 
others will go on believing that a street railway is a nuisance — ^until they 
see it realist. 

The first move towards soooess wUl be to coin some new woxd, 
eschewing the words ^^rail" and *Hram" altogether, and getting some 
rolliog Greek phrases that will set up new ideas, purging these ninety- 
five brains of all the perilous stuff therein gathered. The next move will 
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be to get a lecturer to visit all the parishes with a model apparatus to 
demoDstrate the practical fact of the superiority of a smooth sur&ce, 
whether £[)r passengers, for horses, for proprietors, or for paying-boards ; 
after that, a special piece of ground should be selected for a six months^ 
trial. No other process can get over the prevailing prejudices. And it 
is to be feared that the imperfect contrivances, introduced by Mr. Train, 
will rather retard than forward this most important question of transit. 
People will assume that all systems must necessarily be imperfect, 
because one has been imported which is capable of further improvement. 



St. Pancras News, November 3. 

Mr. Train is still busy battling with the various local boards with the 
view of obtaining permission to make a trial of his system of street rail- 
ways in the metropolis, and with the exception of private opposition on 
the part of some wealthy landlords, and the unnecessary alarm of a few 
crochety householders, who appear to dread lest such a vulgar con- 
veyance as a street omnibus should come betwixt " the wind and their 
nobility," he has met with a courteous reception. The Council of the 
City of London are favourably impressed with his scheme, and no doubt 
they will afford him a £ur trial ; and if found successful in the heart of the 
city, opposition will cease in the suburbs, where it will at least be more 
applicable. 

It is a remarkable £ict, that our towns and cities, though very liberal 
in all matters relating to politics, are remarkably conservative on every 
question of material progress, and have maintained a stout resistance to 
all plans of radical rdbrm in street arrangements. Revolutionary 
symptoms, however, having broken out in the heart of London, and a 
successful invasion oi railways having been made on the north and south 
sides of the metropolis, threatening to bring the barbarous hordes of 
locomotive under the very dome of St. Paulas, it has at last hoeia found 
desirable to check the further progress of the rail by granting concessions 
so as to divide the enemy, and to secure immunity from the long line of 
evils comprised in '^ compulsory powers.** 

The *^ pressure from without,^* as it is termed in political contests, was 
not applied until constitutional measures had failed. Deputation after 
deputation had waited upon Sir B. Hall and Lord J. Manners to 
represent the advantages of street railways, and the safety and success 
with which they were worked in America, where they had been established 
some years in numerous large towns. Bills had been introduced into 
Parliament, and thrown out. A company was formed and wound up. 
The thing would not go. It was alleged that rails could not be laid effec- 
tively, so as to keep on a level with the surface of the road, and that 
lighter vehicles, striding diagonally against the plates, would nave their 
wheels torn off; that repairs of the streets, the great summer amusement 
of conunissioners and paving boards, and a valuable metropolitan institu- 
tion for contractors^ would be rendered impracticable ; and many other 
such like difficulties. 

Now all this is only the old thing over again. There is always a 
strongly-interested party, and an ignorantly-prejudiced party against 
any and every reform. It was the same with railways on their first intro- 
duction, and yet people have lived to see them an incalculable blessing. 
The noisy opposition on the part of some of the ratepayers of Marylebone 
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against the present scheme is equally rididdaas ; they do not brin^ for- 
ward one single solid reason why Mr. Train should not be allowed a fair 
trial ; and as to the memorial from the rich residents of GloQcesfcer Place, 
Portman Square, stating that all the inhabitants would turn out the 
moment Mr. Train^s omnibus commenced running along those streets, 
and that property would decrease 50 per cent, in value, it is only so much 
twaddle. How is it that those rich folks manage to live at present, who, 
though they can endure the din and roar of thousands of vehicles over 
stone roads day and night, say they could not exist if the noiseless move- 
ment of a railway omnibus now and then passed their doors ? We desire 
only to be impartial in this matter ; if the scheme succeeds, all private 
interest will have to yield to public convenience, and therefore we shall be 
glad to see the experiment made, so that this vexed question, which is now 
agitating local boards, should be decided. In a week or two this will be 
done, as arrangements are completed for laying down the tramways in the 
new Victoria Street, Westminster. 



The Reporter, November Srd, 



Mors about " Re-Habilitating " the Horse. — The "vested interests •* 
of Marylebone have for a long time prevailed against Mr. Train and his 
street trams, lie has withdrawn his proposition until the ^^ Local Par* 
Hament'* of Marylebone can behold his system at work in Victoria Street, 
Westminster. 

Doubtless common sense will prevail over the really absurd opposition 
with which he is menaced by the great folks of the borough, whose out- 
cry against his plan is akin to, and is ther^ore a renewal of, the old one 
raised in days of yore against railways, machinery, gas, and a host 
of other very desirable things, which have now become incorporated with 
our existence ; and are, therefore, indispensable necessaries of life. Mary- 
lebone is excellently adapted — ^better, mdeed, than any other district of 
the metropolis — ^for the laying down of the proposed trams, and the 
running of the elegant and commodious carriages, now running with 
great public advantage and much profit in the streets of Birkenhead. 
If successful in Birkenhead, why not in the metropolis of the world ? 
Though, from the narrow and crowded streets of the city, that portion of 
the metropolis is not obviously so well adapted for the introduction of 
Mr. Train 'is system *of street traction as the suburban districts, or even 
those lying nigh the city, yet we are glad to find the CommissiouerB of 
Sewers for the city giving most courteous and attentive consideration to 
the plan, and evidently evincing a desire to give it a fair and a candid 
trial. As such unaccountable misapprehension prevails with respect to 
these street railways — ^terror having apparently been inspired in some 
c^uinterested bosoms by the bare suggestion of laying them down in certain 
localities — ^it will be well, perhaps, to copy into our pages the following 
lucid description of his interview with the Commissioners of Sewers. 

(The writer then gives the Report of the City Commission of Sewers, aa 
given in this work under that heading, in an Extract from the ^^ TVmes.'^) 
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CiTT Press, November Srd. 

Aerial Locomotion. — ^Friend Train has applied the break and brought 
himself to a stop, for fear of a collision. The hungry Omnibus Compan^ 
tried to eat him up, but he was too large a mouthful ; so the old enemy 
and the old friend of change, public opinion, hoisted a signal, and brought 
him to a pause. " There is a tide in the affairs of men," and Mr. Train^s 
tide is yet to come, and by him, or some other bold spirit, omnibus tram- 
ways will yet be carried out. WhUe we are waiting for the fever to 
subside in Marylebone, and the experimental line to grow into practical 
shape, let us consider whether there is any other means of escape from the 
fever and the fret of creeping cabs and immobile omnibuses. ^ 



Birmingham Journal, November Srd. 

The project of laying down omnibus tramways in the streets of large 
towns having und^gone theoretical examination in London as well as 
practical tri^ at Bi^enhead, it came before the Town Council on Tues- 
day, with greatly increased means of forming a judgment on its merits. 
In London there are three parties competing for permission to lay down 
the rails, though the privilege would not appear to be of much value, if, 
as we have been given to understand, any vehicle is to have the right of 
running over them. The three parties consist of Mr. G. F. Train, the 
London Greneral Omnibus Company, and a Mr. Curtis. The latter 
gentleman proposes an improvement, in having omnibus wheels made 
with movable flanges, which would aUow of their travelling either on or 
off the rails, and would consequently obviate the anticipated difficulty in 
respect to the meeting and passing of other vehicles. A committee 
appointed by the Mar^^ebone Vestry to inquire into the three plans has 
reported in favour of adopting that submitted by Mr. Train, but the 
Board, alarmed by a general opposition from the inhabitants, has post- 
poned its decision on the whole question until fortified by more mature 
information. In the meantime, people living in the route proposed to be 
traversed are giving their opinions on the subject. At the Marylebone 
Vestry, deputations of the inhabitants have attended, with memorials, 
expressing their strong disapprobation of the proposal. They are appre- 
hensive that a railway through their streets would, by the noise and 
confusion occasioned, drive away the b^ class of their customers, and 
that from its being limited to a passage in the middle of the road, access 
to and from the carriages would be so inconvenient as to diminish instead 
of increasing the accommodation omnibus passenjgers already possess. 
The memorials bear numerous signatures, and it is understood that their 
promoters will take further steps towards procuring an expression of 
public opinion while the scheme is being re-examined by the Vestry. The 
question of magisterial authority over a street railway is one that has 
been discussed in the parochial conclave of Marylebone. Supposing, for 
instance, an omnibus was traversing a line of rail, and anodier vehicle, 
going at a foot pace, was in front of it, what power would there be of 
compelling the latter to give place ? Whatever the terms of a concession, 
it is very doubtful whether there would be any power at all, because the 
general right which all people have to use a public highway would be held 
to override the stipulations of an agreement made between a local body 
and a private speculator. It is thought that the magistrates might be 
called upon to put down as a nuisance any attempt at exclusive occupation 
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of the alip of roadway in which the rails were laid — that is to say, in case 
it was found to intenere with the transit of other vehicles. If this be a 
correct view of ^the law, it is easy to foresee that carriages running on 
street railways would meet with continual obstacles, and would be sub- 
jected to frequent stoppages. An apparently effectual mode of avoiding 
these difficulties would & that of using 'movable flanges, which are, in 
fact, already employed along the docks of Liverpool. But this and all 
other practical questions wOl be shortly put to the test of experiment, 
seeing that the Birmingbam Town Council has conceded to 1V&. Train 
the right of laying down a tramway through the busy route that leads 
from the corner of New Street to Edgbaston. This will be a far more 
dedsive trial of the new system than any yet authorised, for neither 
Birkenhead nor Victoria Street, Westminster, can be compared with the 
central thoroughfare of this town, for extent and activity of traffic. 



St. Pakcras Reporter, November Srd. 

We cannot help expressing our great surprise at a decision which we 
understand the Yestry have come to this week with regard to Street 
Tramways. If our information be correct, Mr. Train, the American 
gentleman who has laid down a Street Tramway at Birkenhead^ and 
obtained leave to do so in Victoria Street and some other parts of London, 
applied to the Vest^ on Wednesday last, and offered at his own expense 
to carry out his plan in several of the leading thoroughfares of our 
populous parish. He also, we are informed, offered to remove the rails 
and make good the road again, should anv inconvenience result to the 
public by the adoption of his schane. And further, he desired to attend 
before the Vestry, and give them every explanation of the matter they 
might wish. Nothing, one would think, could be fairer on the part of 
Mr. Train than the offer he makes, and nothing could be more HKely to 
effect a considerable saving of the ratepayers^ money and an increase of 
their travelling accommodation, than carrying his plan into effect. But, 
no, he is not allowed even the liberty of giving an explanation of the 
matter before the honourable house. And a resolution is forthwith 
passed, that ^* we will wait and see the thing in operation in London 
before we will even listen to any explanation of the subject at all.^' Now, 
supposing that every parish in the metropolis came to a similar resolution, 
are we to go on paying our money unnecessarily for macadamising roads 
and paving streets, wmoh Mr. Train^s plan may, for anything t^t the 
Vestry may know to the contrary, render to a considerable extent un« 
necessary ? Besides, 'St. Pancras is a crack parish ; it is the metropolis (at 
least so our legislators think) of metropolitan parishes. Then why not 
be foremost to lead the way in every useful improvement, and give our 
weijght, influence, and countenance, to men who are seeking to benefit 
society on a large scale, while at the same time they benefit themselves? 
If this course was invariably adopted, the parish would rise in importance 
socially, materially, politically, and in every other way which makes a 
community or an individual great, honourable, and influential. But, 
we are afraid, very much afraul, that there is a great deal more vanity 
than wisdom in our rulers, and that what the^ would fain persuade 
themselves is on their part prudence and discretion, is nothing more or 
leas than want of judgment and correct apprehension, if not downright 
dulness and pig-headedness ; and thus it is that St» Pancras, instead of 
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standing at the head and leading the van, is idwayB dragging at the taH 
and being dTa^;ed through the mire. ^ 

Some time since a siimlar application was made to the ndghbonring 
parish of Marylebone hy this enterprising gentlemam, upon which excited 
and protracted debates have taken place, arising out of a strenuous 
opposition offered by tlie Duke of.Fortlaud, Loid Portman, and other 
great landowners, including Lords Cardigan and Beverlej', the Bev. J. H^ 
Gnmey, and a few other influential inhabitants, who appear to take 
umbrage at the anticipated invasion of their privacy in Portman 
Square, douoester Place, &c. These lengthened debates were suddenly 
brought to a conclusion, after a long sitting of the last Vestry, at the 
instigation a£ Mr. Train himself, who, not wishing to cavil with the 
opposition, and sanguine of ultimate success, requested the withdrawal 
of his appHcation tiH alter his railway was in operation in Victoria 
Street, Westminster. The question, therefore, stands a4Jounied for 
three months. 



South London Journal, Nseemher^rd, 

(Leading Article. ) 

Hundreds of essays might be written on the subject of ^'Street 
Obstructions and how to remedy them," and the practical softution of the 
difficulties arising from such obstructions be as far off as ever. It is in 
the very nature of things that there shemld be an overcrowding of traffic 
in the narrow thoroughfares which intersect and unite the main arteries 
of communication in this densely-populated city^ but surely means may 
be found to prevent the block of vdiicles i& those wider streets where they 
are scarcely of lees frequent oceurrence. Sweep every bridge of its toll*^ 
gates, embank both sicks of the river, and make a dear roadway thereon, 
and yon will relieve materially the accumulation of vehicles at certain im* 
portant points where the traffic stream of several large streetsconoentrates. 
London Bridge would be eased of its pressure, for Southwark Bridge 
would receive a portion of the vehicles which now pass over it. Waterloo 
Bridge would not only draw off some of the traffic from Blackfriars, but 
be feur more extensively taken as the route to the London Bridge Railway 
Termini from the north*westem districts of London. Why have we still 
tolls and no embankments? Our governing bodies, it appears, want at 
present both the power and the money necessary to abolish the former and 
construct the latter. Were a Napoleon ruling in Ijondon his will would 
have been found sufficient. He would have ordeited the work to be 
done, and the money would have waited i^n his order. That is how he 
has carried out the improvements in Piuis. Here we have to consider 
first, " Who's to pay? " and that established, there are vested interests, 
or supposed interests, to be purchased or conciliated, coaxed, cajoled, or 
encountered in the law courts. And it is a rightful dispensation. It is 
the result of our free institutions, not the smallest of which must be parted 
with even in exchange for the most superlative degree of comfort and 
convenience. Being quite satisfied, then, with the absence of a dictator, 
we must get on as best we may. Nor does the case, so far as the embank- 
ment of tiie river is concerned, seem altogether hopeless. The morning 
^pers announce that — ^* Mr. Thwaites, the President of the Metropolitan 
Boiurd of Works, has received a communication from the Right Hon. 
William Cowper, the First Commissioner of Works, &c., stating the 
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views of the Goyemment on the Thames embankmefnt. A special meeting 
of a committee 6f the whole board was at once oonvened to consider tlie 
communication, and the course resolved to be pursued in reference thereto." 
Once get a perfect accordance and united action between the imperial 
government and the local authorities, and the work will no doubt be 
accomplished in the course of time. The result of the meeting of the 
special committee will be looked for with much interest. 

How far street tramways for the purposes of omnibus traffic will 
relieve the present pressure is a question which is now beiug very exten- 
sively discussed. From all we have been able to gather, we have found 
no reason to alter the opinion we expressed some weeks ago, that while 
these tramways would probably be found very usefiil, and greatly con- 
ducive to the convenience of omnibus passengers, they are not at all 
likely to be effective in the narrow streets and the debouching points of 
the arterial traffic of the city ; even if it were politic to lay them down 
there. But Marylebone has been up in arms against the scheme 
altogether, and has succeeded in obtaining the postponement of any 
further consideration of it in the representative council of that parish for 
at least three months. We noticed in our last, the opposition of certain 
ducal and noble agents and tradesmen to the proposals of Mr. Train. 
At a subsequent meeting of the Marylebone Council, the ranks of the ^ 
opposition were swollen by memoriaJs from the rate-payers of Great 
Portland Street, Weymouth Street, and Devonshire Street, and by tho 
representatives of the Earl of Cardigan, Lord Beverlky, and Si^ 
James Hamilton. Their apprehensions of the effect of street tramt 
tways reached nothing short of disaster and ruin, and though their dismal 
forebodings were controverted and ridiculed by several members of the^ 
council, they succeeded in effecting their immediate object, for after some 
discussion and several divisions, a note was put in by Mr. Train, who 
was present, stating that as he saw so much opposition, and as he did not 
desire to have any cavil with so powerful a parish as Marylebone, he 
respectfully requested that they would postpone all further consideration 
of the subject till they should have had the opportunity of witnessing the 
working of its principle from the Pimlico station of the Brighton Kail- 
way through Victoria Street to Westminster Abbey. Upon the receipt 
of this, the further consideration of the question was deferred for a period 
of three months. Previous to this result being arrived at, Mr. Train 
had an opportunity of making his proposals orally, and detailing the 
manner in which Mb overtures had been received in other quarters of the 
metropolis. He said that the Vestry of Hackney had granted him per- 
mission to lay a do\ible line of rails through Southgate in that parish. 
He also mentioned that '^ the Vestry of Lambeth had appointed a special 
committee to go down to Birkenhead, and on their return their re^rt 
was of that character that he had received permission to lay down hues 
through the Clapham Road."* We made some comments a fortnight ago 
upon the weakness and vacillation displayed by the Lambeth Committee 
in suffering themselves to be deterred ^m the performance of a duty 
assigned to them by the Vestry, by the unthinking remarks of afew parochial 
gossips. We learn from Mr. Train's statement that they afterwards 

* On seeing the statement in the newspaper, Mr. Train at once wrote the 
Lambeth Committee that he bad been misreported. He said that as they ex* 
pressed themselves pleased with what they saw^ be had no doubt but tbat they 
would report in favour to the Vestry, 
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*' repented and went.^ We are f^iad that they did so, for it is strictly in . 
accordance irith the soggestions we ventured to make. Bat we cannot 
help inqoiring how it is that Mr. Train has heen put in posaeBsion of the 
^^ character of the report " before the Committee have laid it before the 
Yestry? Whether the repc^ was fayoorable or unfaToarable to Mr. 
Train's plan of street tramways, its purport, according to all ordinary 
rule and jmictioe, abould <mly have been communicated to him by the 
authority of the Vestry itself through its proper oflScer. Some explana- 
tions on the pcHnt shoidd be called for at the next meeting of the vestry. 
If Mr. Train has founded his statement on the expression of a &YOurable 
opinion fiom two or three indiyidual members of the Committee, he has 
gone beyond the limit of his authori^, cooii»omised the Committee as a * 
body, and laid himself open to censwe. On one point he is clearly 
labouring under some hallucination. Let their report be as fiivourable as 
it will, it is quite certain that the Committee had not the power, eyen if 
they had the will, to give Mr. Train nermiaBion to lay down lines of 
raik through the Clapham Road or anywnere else. That power is vested 
only in the Yestry. The duty of the Committee is m^ely to report. 
No doubt their report will carry all the weight which ought to attach to 
it, but the sanction of the Yertry can (mly stanm it with full authority 
as a docum^it on which action can be taken. So &r as the Clapham Road 
is concerned, we are much nustaken if the Yestry has itself any power 
*over it yet. The Surrey and Sussex Reads Trustees, we believe, still hold 
jurisdiction over that road. But then ocxnes the question. Have they 
given Mr. Train permiadon to lay down his tramways? This is alto- 
gether improbable, seeing that their .control over the road ceases 
altcjgether in the course of next year. Assuming, however, what is very 
unlikdy, that they have gven permission, then the other horn of the 
dilemma presents itself. How came the Trustees to know anything of 
the Committee's report, and take action Jipon it before the Yestry, to 
whom it really belongs, have had an opportunity of considering it ? We 
rather expect it will turn out that Mr, Train has been siSering his 
imagination to run before the facta. It is pretty evident, however, that 
he knows something of the ^^ character of t^e report," and how he came 
to know it thus prematurely the Committee will doubtless be required to 
explain. 

The result of Mr. Train^s application to the Camberwell and Kewing- 
ton Yestries will be found ekewnere. An explanation similar to that at 
Camberwell was given by Mr. Train at the meeting of the City Com- 
missioners of Sewers on Wednesday, who adjourned the consideration of 
the subject for a month. 



Morning Heraij>, November bth. 
(Leading Article.) 

The tramway controveniy appears to be raging with a force that 
threatens bc^oro long to make it a great public question. It may be 
interesting to our readers, thereforo, to place before them some further 
details on a subject which excites so much serious attention. Of the 
plan brought forward by Mr. Train, bo far as it is explained, we have 
already expressed our opinion in the pages of this journaL From the 
late discuffiion in the Marylebone Council it is to be collected that it will 
require all the vehicles on the line to proceed at a uniform speed, and that 
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when one stora all beliind it must stop too, till the leader is ready again 
to proceed. That was not contradicted by Mr. Train, or by any of his 
friends, and if that be so, it is obvions that such a mode of trs^c is. 
totally inapplicable to our crowded thoroughfares. Yet it is only in the 
crowded ^oroughfares that an alteration is of the least consequence. 
But many other difficulties are started, in which we are bound to say 
there is much weight. There is great doubt,, in the first place, whether 
any parish has, without an Act of Parliament,, power to authorise the 
taking up of the pavements for the purpose of laying down an entirely 
new kind of roadway, inconsistent with the habitual mode of transit, 
and involving an interference with the absolutely free passage straight- 
forward, diagonally, or at right angles, in any and every part of a street. 
There seems also great doubt where and to what extent there would be 
any authority to interfere in case of that species of vexatious opposition 
which might occur by hostile omnibuses or purposely engaged wagons or 
other carriages obstructing the railway cars, by dragging on in front of 
them at a slow pace, under one pretext or another. It appears, more- 
over, that not a siogle word is said in the report on the subject as to the 
part of the road on which the trams are to be laid, or the height of the 
rails above the level of the road ; nor whether the Vestry, after the road 
is laid down, are to have any cpntrol over it, or whether Mr. Train is to 
have the sole control. Now,, on the latter point, we think without the , 
report we can enlighten the Vestry and Mr. Train. It is perfectly clear 
that in point of law the Vestry can have no power to denude themselves 
oi such authority as they possess over the roads of their district, in favour 
of Mr. Train, or of any other individual gentleman. The control over 
the streets is, to a certain extent, and on specified terms, committed to 
the vestries and other district bodies, by Acts of Parliament. No 
individual has, or can have, any right of his own to interfere with the 
roads or pavements. The vestries are mere trustees of their powers, and 
upon the legal principle that delegatus non potest delegare^ the vestries 
cannot transfer their powers, so as to denude themselves of them, to any 
one. That point is clear. But the other, the question where the trams 
are to be laid, and what is to be their projection above the surface, is a 
question touching the very vitality ana feasibility of the scheme. To 
come to a parochial committee with such vague data is very much as if a 
railway company were to go to Parliament for an act, not telling the 
committee what was to be the gauge, or what were to be the gradients. 
If Mr. Train's lines are to be at the sides of the streets, they would block 
out traffic from the tradesmen's doors. If they are, whether in the 
middle or at the sides, to rise above the surface to such a height as to give 
a shock to the springs of a common carriage, they would, in effect, divide 
a street into two, and make one side of Oxford Street a stranger, vehicu- 
larly speaking, to the other. Either of these objections would be a dead 
block to the whole scheme. Whatever, therefore, may be actually Mr. 
Train's details — assuming his plans to be, when fully developed, as 
perfect and as applicable as possible — ^they are not at present so developed 
that vestries and the public can know what they are about ; and we think 
the Marylebone Vestry, with such imperfect information both as to the 
extent of their own powers and as to the precise thing which it is pro- 
posed to them to adopt, did most wisely in postponing the further con- 
sideration of Mr. Train's proposal for a period of three months. In the 
interval Mr. Train's plan will have been tried in Victoria Street, and 
when it is seen how it works there, people wiQ be able to guess how it 
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will work elsewhere. To subject any considerable thoroughfare in the 
meantime to a disruption of .its payement, and even the partial stoppage 
of its traffic, without anything approaching certainty whether the whole 
would not haye to be taken up again, and the old state of the street 
restored within six months, would be utter folly. We do not take upon 
ourselyes to say that no system of tramways can be contriyed which would 
answer the purpose of diminishing the state of crowd of the streets con^ 
sistently with free traffic. On the contrary, we belieye that if it is once 
ascertained that that is the adyisable mode of remedying the existing 
inconyenience, let the data and the problem be put before any English 
engineer of standing, and it would not be quite so difficult to him to 
arrange a plan as to build a tubular bridge oyer the sea. But the first 
thing to settle is, whether tramways of any kind are the best deyice for 
counteracting the oyer-crowded state of the streets ; and on that we will 
not- here repeeA the opinions we haye formerly expressed. But, for the 
consideration of Mr. Train, or of any other gentleman or yestry contem- 
plating oouducting the traffic of London streets by iron tramways, we 
would suggest the following positions, which we apprehend must be the 
data on which alone any such scheme will be feasible— we mean feasible 
in the aenae of not so interfering ^th fi«edoin of traffic, with private 
rights, and with the interests of shopkeepers, as to be admissible : — 
Firstly, the absolutely free passage along a street, or across a street, at 
any angle to its length, must not be disturbed. Secondly, an absolute 
discretion in the driyer of eyery carriage, pubUc or priyate, as to his 
speed ; and the absolute facility which now exists of passing carriages in 
•adyanoe, and of what is calle<^ cutting in (where there is width enough) 
must not be disturbed. Thirdly, the power of pulling up as rapidly as 
heayy carriages now can pull up, must be preseryed. Fourthly, and this 
would )^ a consequence of compliance with the first three data, no inter- 
ference must take place with the facility of drawing up, and setting 
down and taking up before tradesmen's door. If Mr. Tbaik can comply 
with these data, he may get the yestries, and the public, and Parliament, 
if need be, to listen to him. If he cannot, the sooner he shuts up his 
plans and diagrams, and retires from the enterprise, the better for him 
and for eyerybody else ; as anything like an intersection of a great street, 
or a disturbance of a freedom of traffic, would be so entirely inconvenient 
that, if eyen tried, it would be discarded before six months had passed. 
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APPENDIX. 



HACKNEY DISTRICT VESTRY. 

At a meeting of this bodj, held on Toesdaj, October 2Srd, Mr. Tbain attended 
to give any required explanatifMi of his system of Street Railways. 

A model of the invention stood upon the table, and being highly and beautifully 
finished, attracted general attention. Not only was the idea of the inventor well 
developed — so far as regarded the roadway— but a most exoellently-constructed 
carriage was placed upon it, so that the Board should have everything before it, 
necessary to its understanding the patent. Now, as the model stood, the rail was 
raised very neariy one-eighth of an inch above the level of the pavement, and 
there was a tram sunk to above one-fourth of an inch. The rail nearly resembles 
that used for engines and trains, or locomotive roads, with the exception of a 
tramway (sunken as before stated) affixed to it. Now, if these rails be laid down 
in a public road, having crossings from bye-streets, the question will be, how will 
these rails and tramways stand the " cross current " of a brewer^s dray or Pick- 
ford's van ? So far as the carriage is oonoemedy it will prove a vary handsome 
and attractive ornament to our streets. 

- In answer to questions from various members of the Board— who, as a rule, 
without any exception, demanded of the Cleik certain infonnation, with which 
they genendly supplied themselves in almost the same breath — 

Teob Cuebk said it would be a question for the Board to say how far they had 
the power to allow Mr. Train to appropriate the roads, and if they did allow him 
there was a certain attendant risk for which the Board should not be unprepared. 
Mr. Train, however, had provided for such an objection, by his offer to take all 
the risk upon himself. (" Hear, hear.**) Now it was for this Board to consider 
whether an indictment would not follow inmiediately upon the laying down of 
those rails, and the taking up of the roadway bAonglng to the public. This was 
a very important question for the Board, which must recollect that Mr. Train 
had as yet no Act of Parliament to back him. Until an Act of Parliament 
was obtained, it was somewhat doubtful whether the Board had the power to 
grant the permission required. 

Mr. Train was then ushered in, accompanied by two friends, and vras called 
upon by the Chairman to explain his views. 

Mr. Train : You have my letter, which sets forth, in pretty plain terms, my 
requirements, and it will be wasting your time for me to recapitulate the matter 
contained in it. I will, however, with your permission, explain the model. 
(''Hear, hear.") We have 600 miles of this rail laid down in America, and it 
answers very welL The rails are flush with the road, but the tramway is sunk 
about three-quarters of an inch. (" Hear, hear.") I wish to call your attention 
to the paving, which is of a very superior kind, and will save a laige sum in your 
rates. Now, the laying down of the street line of rails will prevent all confusion, 
and enable the traffic not only to be more expeditious, but also more easy. As 
to the carriages, they will be attractive, and as such they will induce the 
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public to support them. In cases where theie are onlj single roads, the car- 
riages are fitted with tackle at either end, so that when the carriages have 
arrived at the journey's end there will be no turning, but merely shifting the 
horses from one end to the other. ("Hear, hear.") In the double^iines there 
will be a regular shunting table. My carriages never leave the line. Any car- 
riage may run on the line^but will be expected to move to make way for miae^ 
We have no law to oompel them to move, but we hope that the usual courtesy of 
the road will be observed. Thus, a drayman might be in the tramwith his truck, 
but when he saw a vehicle with sixty persons inside approaching, he would surely 
get out of the. way to accommodate those sixty persons. (''^Hear, hear.") The 
plan had been now worlcing sixty days at Birkenhead^: and no one complaint 
of this kind had yet arisen. Now I will undertake to keep in repair not only the 
roads covered by my railway carriages, but also a considerable space beyond on 
either side, and that wUl/be«L yaat saving to the ratepayers.' In reference to the 
carriage, thera- will be a« great saving in time and expense. An ordinary 'bus 
cannot pull up (when the horses are at full trot) uoder two lengths^ and I have, 
by means, of at break, arranged so that my carriage' shall pull up at.half ^length. 
("Hear, hear.") Then see the saving in the jQoise. If any one^shouldbe iU, 
there will. be. no occasion to lay down straw^ for the trails will render the traffic 
noiseless. There will also be great facilities for stopping the carriage. A bell 
will be fixed to ^e driver's seat^ and tl>ere- will .be no more thrusting at con- 
ductors with canes or umbrellas,, as the connection with the bell will be .easily 
accessible to women, and. even children. . No «one will be able to pirate my 
inrention with impunity, foR I am protected by a patent. I risk everything, and 
do not call upon you to adyAnce..any money. As the line will be in the middle, of 
the road^^we shall not interfere- with .any vehicle unloading ; and if. they can, the 
Greneral Omnibus. Company may put carriages on my lines. 

Some discussion then ensued, in which each expUUned both lus own idea of , the 
invention and. > what shgiuld be done with it ; at length, Mr. GowL.un> rose to 
order/ and said, " Every one |s asking Mr. Train a question at onoe,i and in this 
confusion it is impossible to understand what we are at." 

It waastated that, the Southgate Bead was the only one under the control of 
the Boards and ii. was agreed to select that roacU . In answer to questions, 

Mr. T&AIN observed, " I will find what security you like. I will lay down my 
lines at> my own cost, and if they do not answer, I will remove them and repair 
the street at- my own cost, and I will hand your legal adviser such security as he 
may require.- (Cheers.) As this is my own adventure, so- do I expect that the 
loss or profit, if' any, will be mine. (Cheers.) 

It* was then unanimously resolvM that a conditional permission be given to Mr. 
Train to lay down a tram line in tiie Southgate Road, such conditions. being 
subject to the arrangement of the Solicitor and Surveyor of the Board. 

Mr. TfiAiN : I have been before two or three parishes, but never has action 
been taken so promptly. (Cheers, during which Mr, Tiiain - withdrew.)-*- 
Shoreditih'Obterver, 



A^ STREET RAILWAY IN SHOREDITGH. 

An important meeting of the Representative Council of Shoreditch, on th$ sub- 
ject of Mr. Train's Street Railways, took place pn Tuesday, October 30. Mr. 
Churchwarden Jackson occupied the chair, and was surrounded by upwards of 
forty members... We extract the following from ihe Skoreditch Observer : — 

The Report of the Parli^tmontairy Committee, on the application of Mr. Train 

I. 
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lor permission to lay down iron tramways in certain streets of Shoreditch, was 
read. 

The Committee reoommended that the application be granted, so far as the 
line from the Rosemary Branch Bridge to the City Road was concerned. 

Mr. Walksb moved the adoption of the Report. He observed that the pro- 
posed tramways would not only be a great convenience to the public, by 
facilitating the traffic, but would be a saving of from thirty to forty per cent, to 
the parish in the maintenance of the roads. Like everything novel, on its first 
introduction it met with some little opposition, but that would soon disappear 
when the scheme was brought into practical operation. He wonld not enter 
minutely into the scheme, as Mr. Tbain was present with his models, and would 
explain it. 

Mr. Fencott seconded the motion. 

Mr. DE1.TH thought they ought not to decide the matter hastily, and moved 
that it be referred back to the Committee, in order to afford the Surveyor an 
opportunity of reporting upon it. 

Mr. Stevens said he was not opposed to improvements ; but in so important a 
matter as this was, he thought they should not be first in the field. As Mr. 
Train was present, perhaps it would be better to hear any explanation he had 
to offer. 

The Vestry having intimated 'a wish to hear Mr. Train, that gentleman pro- 
duced a model of the proposed line of railway, and an omnibus adapted thereto. 
He stated that the. rails would be laid down, with only a small indent which 
would cause no interruption to the other traffic, as the rails might be passed 
over in any direction. The gauge of the rails was 4 ft. 8J in., and he proposed to 
lay down the whole at his own expense, keep the part between the rails, and one 
foot on each side of them in repair ; and should they be found objectionable, and 
the Vestry should require their removal, he wonld take up the rails and replace 
he pavement as before. With respect to the omnibus, it was constructed with 
two entrances at each side, and one at each end, and was calculated to carry 
seventy-two passengers. It would be drawn by a single horse, and would be easy 
and silent in its movements, but no danger would arise from that, as bells would 
be provided on the harness of the horse to give warning of the approach of the 
vehicle. There would also be a contrivance by which any passenger could com- 
municate with the driver, so as to stop the omnibus if he should wish to alight, 
and a break by which it could be brought to rost in a quarter of its length. It 
was foimd that the horses became accustomed to the sigmd, and stopped them- 
selves when they heard it. He calculated that when this plan was in operation, 
so agroeable and cheap would travelling be, that a vast amount of new traffic 
would be developed, and it was to that he looked principally for remuneration. 
The plan had been for some time in operation in Washington, New York, 
Philadelphia, and other great cities in America, where it had been found to be of 
great service to the public. 

A ipember asked if there had been a line of this description laid down in Broad- 
way, New York ? 

Mr. Train said there was at first considerable objection to having the lines laid 
down in Broadway ; but since the working of them in other places had been 
witnessed, those objections had been retaoved, and it had been recently decided 
to lay down a line in Broadway. 

In answer to further questions, Mr. Train stated that where the widtii of the 
street admitted of it he proposed to lay down two lines of railway ; in narrow 
streets one line only would be used, and it would be laid in the middle of the 
street. He did not propose to prevent other persons using the line if they 
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thought proper^ and be did not apprehend any inconyenience would arise from 
obstructions caused by other vehicles, as the traffic would be conducted in these 
respects much the same as on the common roads, where, although no imperative 
rule existed, what was understood to be ''the ruld of the road" was tacitly 
acknowledged and generally acted upon. He had no wish to interfere with the 
existing rightd of the public, but was prepared to carry out this mode of facilitating 
the traffic and affording greater accommodation to the public than now existed, 
entirely at his own cost. He asked for nothing but permission to carry hiit plan 
Ihto operation, and was prepared to encounter all risk. 

Mr. Samuel, engineer, who accompanied Mr. Train, said he had gone fully into 
the merits of the proposed plan, and was satisfied it would be of very great 
advantage indeed to the inhabitants of the metropolis. 

The SuRYETOR, on being asked to give his opinion on the matter, said there 
were several points which required consideration, and he did not think it right 
that he should be called upon to give a professional opinion on a matter involv- 
ing many scientific details without an opportunity of making hims^ acquainted 
with ithem. He had some doubt also as to whether the Vestry had power to 
grant to any one individual exclusive control over any portion of the district ; 
and this difficulty^ he believed, was felt by Mr. TRAnr, who intended applying 
to Parliament for an act to empower him to lay down this line of railway. Under 
these circumstances he hesitated in expressing any opinion, and thought the 
whole question had been rather prematurely entered upon. 

Mr. Pearce said if Mr. Train got an Act of Parliament he could cany out his 
scheme whether the Vestry liked or not. It was said that any person might use 
the rails who thought proper, but he apprehended they could not do so unless 
their carriages were of the same gauge as those used by the proprietor. It 
appeared to him, on consideration of the whole matter, that Mr. Train was 
offering more than he ought to propose, and more than the public had a right to 
ask. He thought the best way would be to refer the matter back to the com- 
mittee, to obtain the opinion of the surveyor thereon. He would not like to see 
them do as had been done in Marylebone, where the proposal to lay down these 
rails created such a degree of excitement amongst the inhabitants^ and the 
opposition was so strong, that Mr. Train withdrew his application. The City 
authorities had refused a similar application, and in other j^ces the consideration 
of it had been deferred. He thought these lines might do very well for small 
places, where the traffic was inconsiderable^ but they were not suited to the 
streets of London ; and if they were laid down here, Pickford's vans going over 
the rails would soon send them to Jericho. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Sarson saw no reason why the decision of this question should be deferred. 
The Hackney Board of Works had granted permission to Mr. Train to lay down 
a double line in Southgate-road ; and the line he aaked for in this parish was only 
to form a connecting link with others laid down in other parishes, and without 
which the chain could not be completed. 

Mr. Owen was at a loss to know what object could be gained by delay. All 
who had attended the committee were perfectly satisfied with the explanations 
which had been there given, and unaniinously agreed to recommend the Vestry 
to grant Mr. Train's application. They were satisfied that the scheme would not 
interrupt but greatly facilitate traffic,, and be a great relief to the overcrowded 
streets of the metropolis. He advised the Vestry to accept the very liberal offer 
which had been made to them, and avail themselves of its advantages when they 
had the opportunity, without incurring any additional expense to the ratepayers. 
Mr- BiNQLET supported the motion, observing that all Mr. Train required was 
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the permission of the Vestry to carry his plan into operation, and he was pre- 
pared to give security to restore the pavement to its original position if his plan 
should not be found to answer. 

Mr. Baglet obeenred that the scheme was beautiful, and the proposal of Mr. 
Train a most liberal one, but still the Vestry ought not to do anything rashly ; 
and he therefore thought it would be better to let the matter stand over until 
they had the report of the Surreyor upon it. 

Mr. GOFF asked Mr. Train if there would not be a difficulty in carriages meet- 
ing each other, when they were going in opposite directions I ' 

Mr. Train said this had not been found to be the case in practice. When the 
street was broad enough to admit of two lines, one was used for traffic going in 
one direction, and the other for that moving the contrary way ; and when only 
one line existed, the traffic was so regulated as not to cause any interruption. 

Mr. Brown said aa Mr. Train had got leave to lay down his lines in Hackney, 
he thought it would be better to wait and see the operation of the system there. 
He thought they would not act wisely if they came to a decision that night. 

Mr. 60FF asked if horses crossing the rails would not be liable to slip ? 

Mr. GtoULD replied that the metal being flat, horses were not likely to slip ; and 
the iron curb at the edge of the rails being extremely smaUj would offer no ob- 
struction to the wheels of carriages passing over it. 

Mr. Train said no difficulty arose from that cause, and the ordinary traffic of 
the streets would go on as usual. With respect to the Act of Paiiiament he had 
applied' for, it was merely a permissive act. He asked for no authority to enter 
any man's house, or go through any man's garden. He simply asked for permis- 
sion to lay down these lines in the public street, for the public advantage ; and if 
they should be found objectionable in any way, he was prepared to take them up 
and restore the street to its original f^rm. 
. Mr. Walker replied. He thought the objection of Mr. Brown was rather an 
argument in its support. It was not likely that Mr. Train would lay down his 
line in Southgate-road, without having the means of connecting it with other 
lines ; but if they granted him permission to continue it by a jimction at Rose- 
mary Branch, witii a line proceeding along the Kew North-road into the City- 
road, it would form a most convenient route for traffic, between the City and the 
Hackney districts It was also said, wait till the line in Victoria-street was 
finished. He did not think that a fair experiment ; it was a wide street, and the 
traffic was by no means considerable ; if this was granted, it would no doubt be 
the first experimental line in the meiropolis. He could not see any force in the 
reasons urged for delay ; that was the policy of weak and uninformed minds, who, 
not being able to grapple with the subject, wished to get rid of it by a subterfuge. 
(Cries of " Oh ! oh ! ") The same objections were urged when railways were first 
introduced^ When Stephenson proposed to go twelve miles an hour by rail, he 
was voted a lunatic, the same as Mr. Train had been by old-fashioned people, but 
now they travelled sixty or seventy miles an hour, and the old stage coach had 
been altogether abandoned. Where the latter used to carry ten passengers^ the 
railways carried ten thousand ; the commerce of the country had also received a 
great impetus. Before omnibuses were put upon the streets, passengers were 
exposed to great danger, as well as delay, in going from one part of the metropoKs 
to another. Mr. Train proposed to do no more than adapt the omnibus to the 
iron tramway ; the omnibus would be drawn by horses, and the only difference 
would be, that instead of the jolting there was at present, and ^he stopi>age8 and 
interruptions which arose, besides the incivility of the persons in charge of these 
vehicles, they would have a large omnibus gliding along under a system of proper 
regulations, and the public, would reap advantages of a very important character. 
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<*^ Hear, hear.**) By the introduction of this system, Mr. Tiunr oalcnlftfced that a 
new traffic wooM be created, oat of which he would derive a rerenue amply suffi- 
cient to remunerate him for the outlay and risk he incuned. If he did not do so 
it waalus own fault, and the puhUc would not be loaen even if Mr. TraDt was. It 
had been said, " Refer the matter to the surreyor, for his oinnicH& upon it ;" as if 
it was expected he would set men along- the road to calculate the present traffic, 
and the best mode in wbkh it could be conducted. That was not necessary. They 
had only to take a common-sense view of the subject : it was not such a project as 
required any elaborate scieatific experiments to be made in order to be enabled to 
decide upon its merits. Besides, he must say, with aU due respect to the surveyor, 
that he did not put much confidence in his opinion upon the question of traffic, 
after it had been shown that his plan of dealing with Holywell LanC'was not a 
very wise one. (Laughter and "Question.") Mr. Train proposed to do all this ' 
at his own expense ; but Mr. Piabgb thinks the public ought to pay a part of it 
as they will derive the advantage. However, let them look to that hereafter. 
Should apfdication be made to the Board to keep the road in repair, which Mr. 
Tbajst undertodic to do, then it might be a question whether they should not pay 
a part of the expeaae ; but at present there was no such proposition before them. 
It had been said, there might be some difficulty in taking up the line for the con- 
struction of sewers ; but that difficulty might be easily obviated. Mr. Train 
proposed to construct his line on transverse sleepers, and sewers might be formed 
under it without any inconvenience. He hoped, therefore, that the Vestry would 
accede to the recommendakioa of the Committee, and grant Mr. Train's appli- 
cation. 

The Chairman then put the amendment for referring the matter to the Paving 
and Lifting Committee, with instructions to take the opinion of the Surveyor, 
and report thereon at the next meeting. 

On a show of hands, there were — ^for the amendment^ ten ; against it, thirty. 
The amendment being lost, the original motion to grant permission was put and 
carried by thirty to-aix. 

Mr. Stkvens demanded a division, but withdrew it on finding it generally 
opposed. 

The Vestry then adjourned tOl Tuesday next. 



ST. PANCRAS VESTRY. 



At the weekly meeting of this body, October 17th, the following letter from 6. 
F. Train, Esq., the promoter of Street Railways, was read by the Clerk :— 

" 26, Great Geoige-street, Westminster. 

" GiNTLBiCKN, — Having introdnced Street Railways into Birkenhead, and ob- 
tained permission to do the same in Mandiester, Birmingham, and Victoria-street, 
London, and being now negotiating with the authorities of most of the large 
cities in the kingdom, I am desirous of completing arrangements for the more 
perfect development of the system in London. With a view to this, I beg to 
submit a plan of Lond<m, showing the lines within your jurisdiction, which I 
hereby req[>eetfiilly apply for perminion to lay down. The names of streets within 
the parish of Saint Pancras, in which or parts of which the Street Railways are 
proposed, are—Hampstead Road, High Street, Camden Town, Gloucester Place, 
Golden Crescent^ Old St. Pancras Road, King^s Cross, Gray's Inn Road, Wells 
Street, Calthorpe Street, Lower Calthorpe Street, Pentonville Road, Tottenham 
Court Road, Guildford Street, Goodge Street, Albert Road, Park Street, Maryle- 
bone Road, Euston Road, Upper Albany Street, and Albany Street, as marked in 
red ink on the plan. The whole to be done at my own cost, to the satisfaction of 
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your surreyor: I shall be glad if you will favour me with an opporfeunity of ex- 
plaining fully the system adopted ; and I beg to invite your examination of the 
road as already laid at Birkenhead. I ydll undertake to complete the whole in 
any time that may be arranged with your surveyor, and while I know that the 
rails will present no obstruction to traffic, I am yet prepared further to undertake 
to remove them at my own expense and re-instate the road, in case of this proving 
to be a public inconvenience." 

Mr. CowDBROT said that he had seen the Street Tramways in operation in 
America and travelled upon them : a greater public convenience could not be 
desired. He was quite sure they would act first-rate in London if laid down. 

Mr. Douglas said he believed the matter had been entertained by the Mary- 
lebone Vestry, and as the road could be laid down in so short a time as six weeks, 
he moved that the consideration of the subject be deferred till they had had 
the opportunity of seeing how it worked in other parts of the metropolis. — 
Carried. — St Pancras Reporter, 



VESTRY OF ST. GEORGE-THE-MABTYR, SOUTHWARK. 

On Monday evening, October 29, a meeting of the Vestry of St. George-the- 
Martyr, Southwark, was held in the Vestry Hall, Borough Road. Mr. Palmbr 
was voted into the chair, and there were also present — ^Messrs. Archer, Barnes, 
Hunt, Noad, Cadogan, £. B. Jones, Hedger, Elliott, Emmett, Lock, Cox, 
Wilkinson, James, Jarvis, Pash, Housden, Widgington, Pooock, White, Holmes, 
Couldery, G. Smith, Ell, Park, Mills, Adderley, Marsland, Lake, Hoole, and J. 
Smith.— The minutes of the last meeting were r»ftd and signed. 

The Roads Committee reported on the application of Mr. Train, to the effect 
that they had informed tliat gentleman that they would be willing to receive from 
him at their next meeting an explanation of his plan. — Received. 



ST. LUKE'S VESTRY. 



A meeting of the Vestrymen of the parish of St. Luke was held on Tuesday, 
October 30, in the School-room of the Congregational Chapel, Pickard Street ; 
Mr. Churchwarden Fisher in the chair, and about thirty members present. 

An application was read from Mr. Trains, for permission to lay down Street 
Railways in Goswell Road, Old Street Road, the City Road, Finsbury Square, 
and Finsbury Place, within the limits of the parish. 

A lengthy discussion took place, similar in its general purport to the discussion 
which has taken place at other Boards, and the matter was referred to the Paving 
Committee to report thereon at the next meeting. 



HACKNEY BOARD OF WORKS. 

At the ordinary meeting of this Board, held on Thursday, Nov. 1, at the Town 
Hall, Church Street, Hackney, under the presidency of Mr. Clennellt, and 
attended by twenty members, the subject of Street Railways was introduced. 

Mr. Beobjsnham, in reference to the permission g^ven to Mr. G. F. Train to 
lay down his Street Tramways in the Southgate Road, said he was requested to 
state, on behalf of the leaseholders and inhabitants, that they were apprehensive 
Mr. Train's project, when carried into operation, would be a nuisance, and 
deteriorate the value of their property. He was desirous to know what conditions 
would be imposed upon Mr. Train as to the speedy removal of the rails, in case 
these apprehensions should prove well grounded. 
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The Clerk said the whole of the conditions would oome before the Board for 
approval at the next meeting. The principal question with him was the amount 
of security to be required from Mr. Train. The rails would be removable at a 
short notice, to be determined upon ; but a heavy expense might in that case be 
caused to the Board, against which they should be guarded. St. Margaret's, 
Westminster, required two sureties from Mr. Train to the amount of £1,000. 

The matter then dropped. 



CITY COMMISSION OP SEWERS. 

Extract from the " Times" 

On Wednesday, Oct. 31st, the Commistdoners of Sewers held a Court for the 
transaction of biinness in Guildhall, Mr. Deputy Christib, their Chairman, 
presiding. There was a large attendance of members. 

Mr. G. F. Train, whose name is identified in the public mind with the recent 
adoption of Street Railways in Birkenhead, attended the Court, at the request of 
the Commissioners, to afford explanations as to a proposal he has just made to 
them to introduce his system in all the principal thoroughfares in the city of 
London. He was accompanied by Mr. James Sahttel and Mr. G. K Bruce, 
engineers, and he produced a model of his plan of a street railway, and of an 
omnibus for traversing it, constructed to cigrry 48 passengers — 24 inside and 24 
out, and intended to be drawn by a couple of horses. It exhibits a single line of 
rails running right down the middle of a street, with a gauge similar to an 
ordinary railway, of 4 feet 8J inches, and leaving a space on each side for the 
accommodation of other traffic, the width of which spaces will always depend on 
the breadth of the street in which the project may be adopted. To use a homely 
expression,[applicableto this case, Mr. Train "keeps the crown of the causeway." 
For about an hour and a half he and the two engineers who accompanied him' 
were engaged in answering questions put by members of the Commission, 
and we sh^ now give concisely all the more interesting facts and opinions brought' 
out in the investigation, without adhering to the necessarily desultory process by. 
whtch they were elicited. Mr. Train stated that he proposes to lay down in all the 
^ leading thoroughfares in the city his line of rails at his own cost, and in a manner 
to satisfy the surveyor to the Commissioners ; that he will undertake to do tliat 
within an interval prescribed by the Commission, and that in the event of thee 
system, on a trial, being regarded by them as a public inconvenience, he will put 
an end to it, and reinstate the streets at his own cost. He showed that there was 
no groove in his lines, in which the wheels of ordinary carriages could stick ; but, 
on the contrary, a flat surface of metal, six or eight inches wide, which all might 
use free of charge, his patent rights being confined to the peculiar construction oi 
the carriage which he uses. At the outer edges of his lines there is a guiding 
flange, but it is only five-eighths of an inch high, and offers, as he submits, no 
obstruction to a carriage crossing the road, or one leaving his beaten track to set 
down a passenger on the kerb, or for any other purpose. The outside width of 
his carriages is 6 feet 8 inches, and the gauge of the rails 4 feet 8^ inches. On the 
level metal plates many ordinary carriages of various kinds may travel with two, 
and always with one wheel. The paved part of the road between the rails, as well 
as the rails themselves, will be maintained by him at his own expense. The 
leading idea which he seeks to inculcate is, that the introduction of his system 
does not diminish by one inch the ordinary roadway available for the general 
traffic, and that while the road remains open to all, his plan affords facilities for 
conveying great numbers of people from point to point in great cities and towns,, 
in a regular, noiseless, and expeditious manner, greatly calculated to promote the 
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pabilc oonreoienoes aod to rdieTe the thoran^^i&res. The Toy nannwiiess of 
the stieetB of Londoii, and the ooaeeqaent atoppcge of the traffic, he contends, is 
ooe mem leaecm why nihvaye to rriieTe them Bhookl be introdnced; and he 
pointe to nib laid down in tiie sireete of New Toik, the Braedway, of oonrae* 
excepted, where they aie no wider than that of Cbeapade, and abor in Phiin- 
delphia, with a popidation of 600,000 inhebitanta. At the jonction of crowded 
streets, where the |»incipal obetmctlons take phMse, he aays the moat frmtfol oanse 
of those obstructions fies in the street Tehicles baring power to wander over the 
whole breadth of the carnage way in any direction, and any one attentively 
obsen^ng the confusion at the sooth end of London fitaidge and the Poultry 
cannot bat be stmck with the fact that cme-half the difficulties migfat be removed 
by a tittle organisation and order ; and this the ezistenoe of raQways^ and the 
necessary confinement of at least one important ebas of vehicles to a definite 
track, would tend materially to promote. Besides confining the railway omnibuses 
to a given track, he submits that the great mass oi other conveyances will fall 
into the nme line, as a matter of convenience, and that the result of his observar 
tions in America will be found not less applicable to our own towns,— namely, 
that the railway traffic and the ordinary traffic move on together, not only with- 
out mutual interference, but that the railway materially relieves the other. The 
danger supposed to arise from the difficulty of stopping the railway omnibuses 
and prere n ting their running into other rehides, he contends has no existence ; 
inasmuch as the breaks on those omnibuses enable the coachman to stop 
them more quickly than an omnibus on an ordinary road. There is also, he 
says, the diminution of wear and tear in the roads, seeing that on a level rail- 
way (me pair of horses will do the work of four pears on an ordinary road, so 
that W«*^*^ of having four omnibuses scattered over the roadway we should 
hare one moving steadily along, d<nng the work of four. Add to all this 
the great saving of money to the pobUc by the introduction of a much 
cheaper mode of conveyance. He proposes to introduce the system into London 
at his own cost, and at a saving of from 20 to 30 per cent, to the public in 
paving rales. He looks for his profit to carrying passengers at prices not 
exceeding, if not less than the |»eeent omnibus &res, in vehicles more than 
twice their capacity. His object, as he further explains it, is to classify the city 
traffic, as that is now attempted to be done on London Bridge. His system becomes, 
as it were, a self-constituted pc^ce. He goes on the &dth that if his plan be a 
good thing, and is adopted by the Commission, they will allow it to remain ; if 
otherwise, he will take it up. Permission has been obtained for testing it in 
Victoria Street, Westminster, and Southgate Bead, Hackney. Nearly all the 
metroi>olitan vestries have reported favourably on the project ; that of Lambeth 
having sent down a deputation to Birkenhead to see it in practical operation. 
The omnibuses which he uses, bendes their internal accommodation and luxury, 
have great fadlities for passengers alighting in the streets ; so much so that in 
Birkenhead men mostly alight when the vehicle is in motion, and it is only 
stopped for the convenience of ladies. He asks for no exclusive privilege as to 
the use of his rails ; they wiQ be free to alL He protects himsetf only against 
the infringement of his patent rights with respect to the carriages he employs, 
and looks for a return for his outlay simply to competition with the existing class 
of public vehicles. He stated incidentally that, at Birkenhead, the leading 
omnibus proprietor had become the superintendent of the new system there. He 
added that his solicitor was now preparing a permissive Bill for introduction into 
Parliament next Session, with the view to enable corporations and parishes to 
adopt his plan. He admitted there would be practical but not insurmountable 
difficulties in carrying it into operation in such places as Holbom Hill and Ludgate 
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Hill. To avoid Holborn Hill he proposes to make a defbor in going from Tottenham- 
«otirt Road to the Bank, by Guildford Street, Northampton Sqnare, and AldMvgate 
Street, into Cheapstde ; and he contemplates a line along- Cheapside for the traffic 
going in one direction, and another along Cannon-street for the returning tide. He 
was asked several times where he intended to begin and end ; but his answers in that 
respect appeared somewhat vague, and to indicate that his project, as applicable 
to London, was as yet scaroely matured in his own mind. To one of those 
questions he replied he was in no hurry about the City ; his object was to show 
the process in praotioa] operation, and then to leave it to speak for itself. As 
to the freedom of his scheme from danger, he stated that out of 70,000,000 of 
people who had travelled along the street railways of New York, Philadelphia, 
and Boston, only sixteen had met with accidents. 

The members of the Court during the inquiry started several difficulties in the 
way of the practical working of the plan in tiie crowded thoroughfares of the City ; 
but, upon the whole, they appeared to regard it with favour, many of the 
Commissioners with marked approbation ; and after a brief discussion, in which 
Dr. Boss, Deputies LoTT, Pewtbess, and Habbison, Bfr. Lowm an Tatlob, Mr. 
De Jbbset, and other mepibers took part, the consideration «of the question by 
the Court was ordered to stand adjourned for a month. 

The Chaibman, on the part of the Commission, thanked Mr. Traik for the 
ample explanations he had afforded them on a subject of great public importance, 
and for the frankness and coturteay with which he had d<me so: He also apprised 
him of the conclusion to which the Court had anri^od, with which Mr. Tbaiit said 
he felt satisfied, and withdrew. 



PROPOSED STONE TRAMWAYS IN MARYLEBONE. 

• 

On Saturday, Nov. 10, at the weekly meetings of the Marylebone Representative 
Council, held at the Court House, Mr. Chablbb Cabb, ohuschwarden, in the chair, 

Mr. Bbooks called attention to the dilapidated state of the road paving of 
Oxford Street, between Duke Street and Bend Street, and suggested that the 
subject should be at once taken into consideration by the Paving Committee. 

Mr. MiOHELL said he had a resolution to submit, in connection with this subject, 
which might prove advantageous. It was—" That, in referring the subject of the 
paving of the roadway of Oxford Street, between Duke Street and Bond Street, to 
the Paving Committee, it be also an instruction to the Committee to ascertain 
how far it will be desirable to lay down stone tramways along Oxford Street, 
between Duke Street and Bond Street." He believed that a flat stone tramway 
would not only be a matter of convenience and comfort to those who travelled 
over it, but that it would be comparatively noiseless, as weU as being beneficial to 
the parish in point of economy. 

The motion having been seconded, 

Mr. D*lFVANOEB, jun., said he had very long thought of this subject, and he 
believed that such a tramway as that proposed along Oxford Street would be very 
desirable, but he thought th6 distance between Bond Street and Duke Street 
would not be of sufficient length' to practically test its merits. Although this was 
his view of the matter, at the same time he would not oppose the motion. 

Mr. WiNGFiELD said he should oppose the motion, because it was to be done at 
the expense of the parish ; whereas he supported Mr. Train's plan because he 
most liberally offered to lay his tramway down without putting the parish to any 
expense, and at his own risk. 

Mr. Taveneb held that the distance proposed would not be a fair test ; but at 
the same time he would support the motion, because he believed that it was a 
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step in the right direction that they should have tramways in that parish, 
whether they be of stone or iron. 

Mr. Gbangb said, notwithstanding Mr. Wiitotield'b opposition, on the gronnri 
of expense to the parish, he should support the laying down these stone tramways^, 
on the ground of the great saving they would effect. Stone, in his opinion, wouk^ 
be much better than iron ; and to talk of cost to a rich parish like Marylebone/ 
why they ought to be above accepting the offer of toy individual to lay down and 
keep their roads for them. 

Mr. Abbahams said he would oppose this stone tramway scheme as strenuously 
as possible, because he was quite certain that it would be far better if Mr. Tbain'$ 
plan were adopted. More especially, it would be a matter of gross injustice t(. 
Mr. Tbain to permit such a thing to be done until the time had expired when th< 
plans of Mr. Tbain were to be again considered. 

Mr. Fbebth took a similar view of this matter. They had, as a public Board, 
agreed to defer the question of Mr. TbaIN's proposal for street railways for three 
months, and it would be neither fair nor honest, as English gentlemen, that so 
soon after that resolution they should refer it to the Paving Committee to adopt 
street tramways. Indeed, it would be a complete breach of faith with Mr. Tbaik 
if that Board entertained any such proposal, t 

Mr. HoDGBB said he would go further than Mr. Fbxeth, and say that this 
proposal, if adopted, would not only be a breach of faith towards Mr. TbaUT, but 
towards the London General Omnibus Company, and to Mr. Cubtis,' who had all 
proposed to lay plans for street railways. He moved, as an amendment, " That, 
in common justice to Mr. Tbain, the discussion on the subject of street tramways 
be adjourned till that day ten weeks." 

Mr. FiLMEB denied that this was any breach of faith with Mr. Tbain, as it did 
not interfere in the slightest degree with his system. Mr. Tbain's system was a 
railway with a flange wheel, and this was entirely different. It appeared, how- 
ever, that the street railway at Birkenhead was complained against already. He 
(Mr. FiLMEB) held in hik hand a Liverpool paper, which stated that there were 
great public complaints ageinst the street railway. 

Mr. Abbahams rose to order. It was very singular that at Birkenhead the 
railway had met with the same class of opposition as it had in Marylebone, 
namely— from the dei^gymen. {'* Hear," and " Oh ! ") The statement from the 
Liverpool paper had, however, been refuted by Mr. Tbain on the previous day at 
the Lambeth Vestry, who explained that the opposition was got up on the ground 
that the carriages ran on his tramway on Sundays. 

The Bev. J. H. Oubney was not ashamed of his reverend brethren at Birken- 
head for the course they had adopted in this matter, and he believed they were 
as good judges as other classes of the community as to whether these street 
railways were good things or not. He held a letter from a clergyman, a friend, 
at Birkenhead, in which he stated that the number of carriages passing the 
thoroughfare where this railway ran was in the first five minutes nine, and in the 
second four. What compcuison, therefore, could the traffic in Birkenhead be to 
Oxford Street? 

Mr. Tavsnbb understood that the subject before them at that moment was 
stone tramways, and not Mr. Tbain*s street railways. 

Mr. BoTTiNo thought the proposal upon this subject extremely inconsistent, 
and therefore opposed the resolution. 

-> Mr. Fbeeth ridiculed the statement of the Rev. Mr. Gubnet, and asked him 
whether he believed that the present amount of traffic down Gloucester Place, 
where he resided, would form any criterion as to the success of street railways in 
•London, or thfe number of persons who passed up and down Oxford Street, or 
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who travelled by any of the raUways? ("Hear, hear" and "Order, order.") 
He doubted very much whether they would find nine vehicles pass down Glouces- 
ter Place in one hour, and yet hundreds would travel by the street railway cars. 
He would insist upon it, if this motion were oaivied, that it would be a gross 
breach of faith to Mr. Train. « 

Mr. MiOHSLLy in reply, denied that he had any desire to commit a breach of 
faith with Mr. Train. Nor would this proposal do so, as it was wholly and 
entirely different from his plan. He felt, however, that something should be done 
to relieve the traffic in Oxford Street, and he considered that no harm could be 
effected in trying the effect of these stone tramways, as an experiment, between 
Duke Street and Bond Street. 

The amendment was negatived, and the motion carried by a majority of thirty- 
three to nineteen. 



WHITECHAPEL DISTRICT BOARD OF WORKS. 

On Monday, October 29th, at an ordinary meeting of this Board, Messrs. Samuel 
and Bruce attended by appointment on behalf of Mr. Georob Francis Trains 
in reference to his application for leave to construct Street Tramways in several of 
the principal thoroughfares of the district. They entered into several details of 
Mr. Train's proposal, and replied to the various questions put to them ; but very 
little was elicited further than has already appeared in these pages. 

In reply to Mr. G. SnOfONS, Mr. Samuel said the Unes, so far from interfering 
with the ordinaiy traffic of the streets, would aid it. The gauge would exactly 
suit all cabs, Hansoms, flys, and the greater part of the light vehicles, and it 
would be a great saving of labour for them to use it ; and the heavier traffic 
would also be aided by using one of the lines. He also said an application would 
be made to Parliament in the next session that power might be given to the police 
to regulate the traffic, and prevent any attempt to wilfully obstruct the new 
carriages. 

Mr. Walker, after the deputation had retired, referred to what had been 
done in this question at Hackney and Shoreditch, and to the fact that a Commit- 
tee of the Lambeth Board, after going to Birkenhead to see the lines in opera- 
tion, recommended its adoption. He moved that i^e required leave be given as 
an experiment for Norton Folgate, so far as it was under the Board's jurisdiction. 

Mr. Thompson seconded the motion. 

Dr. Jenkins agreed in thinldng it probable that iMa invention would be a great 
public benefit, but thought Whitechapel Road a far preferable place to that 
suggested. It admitted six carriages abreast, and the room could be well spared. 
He moved this as an amendment. 

Mr. Wallk was not sanguine as to the success of the experiment, but—if it 
was to be tried — supported Norton Folgate, under the erroneous impression (which 
Mr. Walker also ^ared) that this would form a connection with the Shoreditch 
line to be laid down. 

Messrs. GRACE, OaVHWAITE, and Duprbb, whild not objecting to the proposal 
of Mr. Train, advocated a little delay, to aUow the ratepayers an opportunity of 
expressing their opinion on the subject. 

Ultimately, it was agreed unanimously to defer any decision for a fortnight, 
giving special notice of the, matter, and that it should be intimated to the deputa- 
tion that Mr. Train's proposal was favourably received by the Board. 
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THE M OVEMESrr IN BIBMINGHAJf. 

Ai A meeting ci the GotpontkMiof BiiiBiiie^buB,iiiider1iie praeidflney of the 
MATOBy it mm decided bj a vote of SI to 13 to intiwhwe Mr. Tbaib's Street 
BaihrajB into that town. 

From the JKrmMtfAa»2Mfy PmC, Oelober Slflt^ 18W^ 
aeooont of the prooeedings ;— 

With reqieet to the ptopoml of Mr. Tbais to laj down Street T^amivays, the 
Committee reported ee fidlowe:— " Sniee your Committee hot reported on the 
sahjeet ot street tnymfays, the opening of the one noir In openttian at KriEenfaead 
offered your Committee an o pporUinily of eeeii!^ a street tnrnimy at woric, of 
wiueh thej immediately availed themsdves, and from tiie information and 
experience yoor Committee then snd ha?e sinee obtained, they are so folly 
satisfied of the nISSity, economy, and oomloit of the system, that they again 
rBcommeod that the permission soqg^ for by Mr. Tbaih to lay down a tram-road 
for passenger carriages along New Street^ Farsdise Street^ Broad Street, and 
Islington, to the Rre Ways, be gnuoted, but that it be snbjeet to his consenting 
to continue the line from the Fire Ways along the Ba^ay Bead to Monameni 
Lane, and his eotering into such agreeoMnt as the Town Clerk may consider 
necessary to protect the rig^ of the pnblie, and to enf oroe soch r^rolations as 
your Committee may think necessary to reqoiro for t|^ proper wmidng of the line, 
or its removal, if the same should hereafter appear desbahle.** 

The Beport having been received, Aldennan Cox moved that the proposition 
of Mr. Traih should be accepted, in accordance with the terms stated in the 
Beportb In doing so, he referred to the visit paid to Birkenhead by the Ccmi- 
mittee, to see Mr. Traih'b Street Bailway in operation, and remarking that it 
was extremely satisfactory, he said it seemed to be the general wish of the inha- 
bitantff of Birmingham that the plan should be tried here, and hence the recom- 
mendation of the Committee. 

Alderman Maitton seconded the proposition, bat snggested that the tramway 
should be laid farther along the Hii^j Bead, in order to accommodate those 
who lived beyond Monument Lane. The suggestion was adopted. 

After a few words from Mr. Bbikslkt, Mr. Wadhamb opposed the motion, on 
the ground that, in the first place, the Coondl hadno right to delegate the power 
they possessed over the highways to any other person, and in the second place, 
that it would be utterly inexpedient to estaUish a monopoly with respect to 
any trade of the town or any portion of the streets. 

Mr. Btland approved of the principle of street tramways, but thought the 
Committee had not sufficiently considered the subject before laying it before 
the Cooncfl. He had been led to understand that in Amftrica these street tram* 
ways were a lucrative source of income to the mmiiclpalities where they had been 
adopted, and it might be that delay would produce the same result here. Surely 
there could be no hurry. But a greater objection to the motion was, that it 
proposed to give to the train the unqualified possesrion of a portion of the streets 
for an unlimited period of time. He suggested that the matter should be 
deferred until the Committee could bring some more definite proposal before the 
Council. 

Mr. Joseph Tatxx>b, in supporting the motion, called attention to the fact 
that the experiment would cost the Council nothing, and that Mr. Train would 
remove his tramway whenever the Council desired him to do so. 

Alderman Hodgson saw no necessity for the delay. Birkenhead, London, and 
Manchester had adopted Mr. Train's plan, and he could not see why Krmingham 
should be behindhand. The Clerk to the Birkenhead Commissioners, his brother 
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in-law, had assured him that the agreement made by Mr. Train was a strictly 
binding one, and one whioh did not compromise tUe Commissioners or the rights 
of the public in any way. The tramniay itself worked admirably, and was rather 
a source of oonvenieDce to foot passengers and yehides than of inconvenience. 
He thought, however, a uniform fare should be stipulated for by the Committee. 

Mr. Bird, Alderman Baldwin, and Alderman Tubnbb supported the proposition. 

Mr. Wbioht objected to the proposal, because it gave a monoply to Mr. Train, 
and because he believed the Council had no right to part, with the power they 
possessed over the streets. He should, therefore, ntoet the proposal with a direct 
. negative. 

Mr. Sadler, while warmly supporting the resolution, contended that it gave 
Mr. Train no exclusive right even over his own tramway, because everybody was 
at liberty to nubke use of it. At the same time, his stipulation was but fair, that 
when his omnibus was coming, every other vehicle should give place to him, or, 
if not, as he could not remove his vehigla off. the tramway, he would be oontinu> 
ally delayed in his journeys. 

Mr. Dee contended that Mr. Train would have an exclusive right to the tram- 
way whenever he required 11^ or the s^pulaticm that everybody should give place 
to his vehicle meant nothing. He thought the CouneU would adopt a dangerous 
principle when they said that a single individual should have all the omnibus 
traffic of our streets in his own hands, which would be the inevitable result of 
this resolution. 

Alderman Gambson supported the resolution. 

The Mator reminded the Council that the resolution was so hec^ged about that 
no danger to the public rights could' arise from its adoption. 

Mr. Walker having supported the proposal, 

Mr. Holland contended that the Coimcil had no power to give Mr. Train the 
privileges he asked, and moved an amendment deferring the matter till a future 
meeting of the Council. 

Mr. Wadhams seconded it. 

After a few words from Mr. Maher, Mr. Perks, and Alderman Cox in reply, 
the amendment was put and lost by thirty-one to thilteen. 

The original resolution was afterwards carried. ' 



THE MOVEMENT IN IRELAND. 

BKLVA8T TOWN COUNCIL. 

On the 1st day of November, 1860, the quarterly meeting of the Town Council 
was held in the Town Hall, Polioe Buildings— the Mayor presiding. The other 
members present were — Messrs. Carlisle, M'Causland, Mullan, Major, Patterson, 
McNeill, OuHon, Dickson, Kinahan, Bell, Lytle, Hamill, Cochrane, Taylor, Boag, 
R. Lindsay, Savage, M'G^eagh, Hanlen, and Preston. 

The Town Clerk read the minutes of the previous meeting, and aftwwards 
submitted the letters to the Council on the subject of 

TRAMWAYS. 

The first of these was from Mr. Thomas Hanlon. He referred to the recent 
passing, by Parliament, of a Public Tramway Bill, and to the success with which 
tramways had beei^ introduced into all the large cities of the United States, and 
then at home. These circumstances had led him to consider plans for conferring 
on Belfast similar advantages to those enjoyed where tramways had been esta- 
blished. He requested that the Council would appoint a committee to confer with 
him on a subject of so much importance to the town. The other letter, from Mr. 
George Francis Train, was to the same effect^ but more specific in its proposal. 
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Mr. BoAO said the matter was one of suoh importance that they were not pre- 
pared to enter on it at present. He would, therefore, propose that it be left to 
the Tramway Committee appointed last year, or to the Polioe Committee, who had 
charge of the streets. 

Mr. R. LniDSAT suggested that, before they did that, they should hear what 
their solicitor had to say with regard to the Act in question. He apprehended 
they were scarcely in a position to deal with the subject that day. 

Mr. Bbuce then escplained that the object of the machinery of .the Tramway- 
Act was simply to make grand juries in cases of counties, and corporations in 
cases of towns, substitutes for committees of the House of Commons to inquire 
with regard to tramways intended to be laid down through their respective juris- 
dictions. This inquiry was subject to certain very precise rules and regulations, 
from which they had no more power to departtiian they had before the Act was passed 
to authorise tramways to be constructed. The meeting was to be held specifically for 
the purpose, and it must be held about the 1st of May, or as nearly as possible . The 
first thing they were to do at that special meeting was to see that an advertise- 
ment had been published a certain time previously announcing the meeting ; that 
a map was prepared, according to a certain specified scale, showing the levels and 
sections, and with it a book of references showing what property was to be 
affected. These requirelnents having been complied witb, the next thing was to 
inquire into the primA fade merits of the undertaking. Then the whole thing 
was to lie in statu quo till the Lord Lieutenant and the Council of the Board of 
Trade had sanctioned it. Mr. Bruce explained further necessary delays in the 
woi^, and legal formalities to be gone through, in the construction of the 
tramway under the new Act, and said he did not see any good they could then do 
by considering letters devoid of details. 

Mr. Carlisle : That being the case, the sooner we dismiss the subject and get 
on with the other business the better. 

After the dispatch of other business, the meeting adjourned. 

The following is a leading aii^icle extracted from the Daily Mercury of Belfast, 
Nov. 8rd, 1860,.upon the above subject : — 

The subject of Street Tramways was brought before the Town Counci} on 
Thursday, when the Solicitor, Mr. Bruce, was called on to explain the 23rd and 
24th Vic, c. 152, known as, the " Tramways (Ireland) Act ; " and upon his state- 
ment that the earliest possible time the Council could do anything in the matter 
would be next spring. Immediately before the Spring Assizes, the Council 
dismissed the subject, and proceeded to other business. 

We tiiink Mr. Bruce is scarcely correct in stating that the Council can take 
no action in the matter except at the Spring .Assizes. The Act oontemplates 
tramways proposed to be constructed either wholly or pajrtly in counties, or 
wholly or partly in a city, borough, or town corporate, and the mode of procedure 
where the tramway is to be constructed wholly in a county, or wholly within a 
municipal boundary, is essentially different. 

In the case of a tramway proposed to be constructed in a county, p]ans,''fcc., 
must be deposited with the Secretary of the Grand Jury, and wilJi the County 
Surveyor and the Clerk of each Union, on or before the 1st day of May. A 
notice, provided by the Act, must also be served not later than the 2nd of May, on . 
owners, lessees, and occupiers of the lands proposed to be taken ; and by the 
12th of May the promoters must lodge with the Secretary of the Grand Jury a 
memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, praying for an order in Council authorising the 
making of the tramway, an estimate of the expense, and a list of tlie owners and 
others to whom the promoters have given notice. 

At the Summer Assizes of the same year the Grand Jury are empowered to take 
the matter into consideration, to hear evidence on oath, and finally to approve 
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provudonally, or disapprove of the project. In cftse of disapproval, an appeal 
lies to the Lord Lieutenant. Then, should the Grand Jury approve, the project 
must be submitted to the Commissioners of Public Works, who are to make 
public inquiry concerning the merits of the undertaking, and report thereon. 
This re^rt is to be taken into consideration by the Grand Jury at the ensuing 
Spring Assizes, when, if ihe project is finally approved, the promoters may 
proceed, but circumscribed by other formalities. 

But in the case where it is proposed to construct tramways within a city, 
borough, or town corporate, the Act does not require any reference whatever to 
the assizes. Grand juries have nothing at all to do with the matter. The corpo- 
rate body can proceed entirely independent, as will be seen by reference to the 
38th section. First, a meeting must be held, after the due lodgment of plans with 
the town clerk, &c., by the corporate body, of which seven clear days' notice must 
be given, and two-thirds of the members must approve of the project. Then a 
power of appeal to the Lord Lieutenant is given to any five dissenting members, 
provided it is brought within one month. Other forms have then to be gone 
through, and a second meeting must be held for final approval. 

The periods for holding these meetings must correspond " as nearly as may 
be with the respective times of the Summer and Spring Assizes for the county 
within which such city, borough, town corporate, place, or district is locally 
situate." We quite agree with Mr. Bbuce that, if the Town Council proceed 
under this Act, they cannot hold their first meeting — ^which must be a special 
meeting for the one purpose alone — until approaching the Spring Assizes. But 
the words of the Act do not tie the Council down to a day ; tiie time for holding 
the meeting is to correspond ''as nearly as may be" with the time for holding 
the^Spring Assizes. 

This Act altogether is a most coniplicated and clumsy piece of legislation. It 
is full of defects, and we believe will be found totally unworkable. It would be 
less expensive, we are satisfied, for the promoters of a tramway to procure a 
private Act than to encounter the vexatious forms, the tedious delays, and the 
expensive machinery provided by this Act. Instead of being an Act to encourage 
the construction of tramways, it is rather an Act to discourage them. 



THE MOVEMENT IN SCOTLAND. 

The Edinburgh Council (LoBD Pboyost in the chair) have unanimously approved 
of the Committee's Beport in favour of authorising Mr. Traxs to construct Street 
Railways in the leading thoroughfares of that city. 

The following report is an extract from the JEdinburgh DaUy Cowrani of Slst 
October, I860:— 

A Report was read from the Streets and Buildings Committee on the remit 
made to them some time ago to examine Mr. Train's syst-em of Street Railways, 
and report upon its applicability to this city. It stated tiiat the convener (Mr. 
Fyfe) had carefully inspected the Street Railway laid down by Mr. Train in 
Birkenhead, as well as the carriages to be run thereon, and everything connected 
with the plan and mode of working had been explained to him by Mr. Train and 
the engineer in charge of the works ; and that, in the opinion of the convener 
and of an extensive builder who accompanied him, the railway was substantially 
finished at a cost of £1,500 per mile, and well adapted for the purpose of omnibus 
traffic, and in no way likely to be injurious to the ordinary traffic of the streets or 
dangerous to horses, either ridden or drawing carriages ; that the omnibuses were 
constructed so as to afford great facility of entrance and exit, as well as to give 
comfort and space to the passengers inside ; and that Mr. Train would undertake 
the expense of laying down the rails and maintaining the roadway between the rails 
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on h&ving the privilege of driving his omnibuses over them in the mamier explained 
in his pamphlet. The Committee, having heard the Convener's statement and con- 
sidered the whole subj^t, were unanimously of opinion that such street railways 
as had been described by Mr. Train would be a great* benefit to ihe city of 
Edinburgh if laid' on the leading thotoughfares, and more especially that a 
railway from the> west end of Prince's-street to Kewington on the south, and to 
Leith and Stockbridge on the north, would be productive o!f great advantage^ 
and that every facility should be offered by tilia Council for Ithe formation of 
such a railway under the conditions stated ; Mr. TBjStsr being bound to remove 
the rails and restore the thofoughfare in the event of- the railway being found 
detrimental to the interest of the public The Committee proposed that, should 
the Counoil approve cf this Report, a copy of it 'should bo'sent to^ the Paving Board 
for their consideration, and intimate that the<?Ottncil would be happy to co-operate 
with the Board in nujdng any amangemeuts that mig^t be necessary for having 
the system fairly tried in this city. 

Mr. Ptfb, in moving the adoption of the Report, expressed his belief that the 
Street Railway system would be a great convenience to the city of Edinburgh. 
HO' saidv that Mr. Train ^offered to lay down the whole railways at his own 
expense, on the conditidki that his omnibuses should have the preference of other 
vehicles in- running along the<rails. He- stated thai when the omnibuses were 
not oocupyii^ thciails, they might be run upon by wagons and othw carriages, 
thereby greatly facilitating the traffic He.^ believed that if once these rails were 
laid the public would 'find them so great a convenience, that they would never 
seek to have them removed. With regard to inclined planes, they could regulate 
the descent by the. use of patent boeaks.^ 

Bailie G. Russell seconded the motion, but thought that the. Paving Board 
should >lay dawn the rails instead of Mr. TBAiNi. 

The Report was unaniznoualy approved oL. 



DEFEAT OF ISSE STONE TRAMWA15 PROJECT INMMIYLEBONE. 

On Saturday, Nov. 17th, just before going to press, a protracted and spirited 
debate which took place at a meeting of the Representative Council of the above 
parish on that day, upon the propriety of laying down a stone tramway in Oxford 
Street, proposed and supported by opponents of Mr. Train's scheme, resulted 
in the defeat ^of the aUeged attempt to overthrow the appHcatien«of that gentle- 
man. Mr. Train's supporters claimed a^victory in the adoption of a resolution 
not to lay down stone tramways in Oxford Street. 

On reference to another page, the reader will find that Mr. Mitohell is the 
gentleman who projected the idea of this stone tramway. Inasmuch as he voted, 
against the application of Mr. Train, it has been asserted that his resolution, 
though moved osteDsibly because stone tramways were thought preferable to that 
proposed, was, in reality, an attempt to eject the project of Mr. Train altogether. 
In justice to Mr. Mitchell, it should be said, whatever may have been his views 
in this instance, he has an unblemished reputation for honesty of puzpose, as well 
as unquestionable ability. 

The resumption of the fbrtheoming debate on Mr. Train's application, which 
was adjourned for tiiree months, will now be anticipated, doubtless, with peculiar 
interest, not only throughout thtli populous and extensive parish, but b^ other 
parishes of the Metropolis generally. 
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